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Globalizing factors in the history of culture 
 

We are surrounded by cultural influences from 
around the globe. Going out for supper: should it be 
Thai, sushi, Chinese, or pizza? Later, when you 
settle on the couch to watch TV, will you watch a 
Hollywood movie, the multicultural channel, or 
maybe a British comedy? You can use the Internet 
to read a newspaper from Pakistan. Satellite TV and 
phones connect you to the opposite side of the 
globe. These are clear examples of the globalization 
of culture. In our everyday lives, cultures from all 
over the world influence us daily through music, 
consumer goods, food, trends, the media, and the 
Internet.  
 
Many people feel that globalization allows for 
beneficial cultural sharing. We can learn from each 
other’s diverse experiences and knowledge. 
Countries such as Canada and Switzerland have 
embraced a cultural mix, called multiculturalism. 
This is an official policy. Other people argue that 
globalization is actually leading to cultural 
homogenization, a movement toward cultural 
sameness. Rather than creating multiculturalism, 
they argue that globalization will benefit only a few 
dominant cultures. Others will become extinct. As 
cultures disappear, a region or country becomes 
more monocultural (dominated by a single 
culture).  
 
Some of the major factors in the globalization of 
culture are: 
• migration 
• trade 
• ideology and ideas 
• mass media 
• political and legal intervention  
 
Migration 
 
Migration has a powerful impact on culture. Some 
migration occurs voluntarily. Other migration is 
forced by natural disasters, persecution, slavery, or 
war. Migrating people inevitably carry with them 
their customs, ideas, and arts. These are passed on 
to groups they encounter. Modern nations are made 
up of immigrants from diverse cultural 
backgrounds. Minority and dominant cultures 
influence each other in a globalized context.  
 

Spanish colonization of Peru  

When the Spanish arrived in Peru in the 16th 
century, they encountered indigenous (aboriginal) 
people with vibrant cultural traditions. Among them 
were the powerful Inca, who inhabited the Andean 
mountains and surrounding area. People of 
European heritage inter-mixed with people of 
indigenous heritage like the Inca. People of mixed 
descent—European and indigenous—are referred to 
as mestizo. Incan descendents are named after their 
traditional language, Quechua. Modern Peruvian 
culture includes Christianity and European values, 
as well as many traditions of indigenous culture. 

Quechuan people traditionally lived in large family 
communities that engaged in mutual exchanges 
called ayni. This way of living still exists, but the 
Quechua and mestizo have adopted governing 
councils and religious brotherhoods of European 
origin. They use European domestic animals, 
plows, and new crops. Many modern Quechua work 
for money as laborers on European style farms. The 
Quechuan language remains strong. In the 
highlands of Peru, 80% of people can speak 
Quechua. However, many families consider 
Spanish to be a more important language for their 
children to learn, especially in they city.  

Immigration to Europe after World War II 
 
As the countries of Europe recovered from World 
War II, they opened their doors to immigrants to 
help rebuild their economies. Also, technological 
improvements to travel made it cheaper to migrate 
during the post-war period. As soon as they earned 
enough money, many people in developing 
countries and former colonies emigrated to Western 
countries.  
 
Germany encouraged Turkish immigrants to come 
as "gastarbeiten" or "guest workers". Between 1961 
and 1973 to provide labour for Germany’s 
economic rebuilding. Today, Turkish people form 
the largest ethnic minority in Germany, numbering 
about 3 million. Forty years after the first workers 
arrived, Berlin is considered the largest “Turkish” 
city outside of Turkey. The most popular fast food 
in Germany is the Turkish döner kebab.  
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Workers from former colonies of European powers 
migrated to Europe in search of work. Migration 
was easier because of ties between the colonial 
countries and their former colonies. Indians, 
Pakistanis, and West Indians moved to England. 
Vietnamese, Cambodians, Algerians, Tunisians, 
Moroccans, and other Africans migrated to France. 
The immigrants brought new cultural traits to their 
European homes. For example, West Indian 
immigrants to London England have a strong 
cultural presence. They celebrate their heritage 
during the Notting Hill Carnival, now the second 
largest street festival in the world.  
 

 
Notting Hill Carnival, London, England. Credit: Chris 
Croome 2002; GNU Free Documentation License 
 
Trade 
 
Trade brings groups together. With each good or 
service traded a cultural exchange occurs. Trade 
began as a quest for silks, spices, and other 
treasures that foreign societies possessed. Today, 
goods, services and even people travel rapidly 
around the world as part of a global trade network.  
 
The slave trade 
 
On the coast of North Carolina in the United States, 
you can hear a language called Gullah, a blend of 
tribal African dialects and English. Gullah (also 
called Geechee) stems from the Transatlantic slave 
trade. From 1600 to 1800, the migration of 450,000 
Africans to the US during the slave trade shaped 
American culture. Today, Americans of African 
descent number more than 40 million. The 
migration of their ancestors was fundamental to the 
country’s economic and cultural development.  

The black presence in America has influenced legal 
systems, the practice of Christianity and many other 
social norms. In addition, black migrants have had 
an extraordinary impact on American cuisine, 
clothing, and crafts. African rhythms transformed 
American music. Jazz, blues, funk and soul were 
created. Along with African music came new styles 
of dance. The most popular forms of music and 
dance in the US today derive from the traditions of 
African migrants.   
 
Indo-British trade 
 
Trade between Britain and India brought about 
significant cultural change in both countries. 
Exchanges originated with Britain’s desire for 
exotic spices. Beginning in the late 15th century, 
Portugal, Spain, the Netherlands, and Britain sent 
explorers to the Far East to trade for rare spices as 
well as tea and other novel items. Known to have 
exciting flavours and medicinal properties, some 
spices gained a value comparable to precious 
metals. The sea routes discovered in the 15th and 
16th centuries were easier than overland routes, 
allowing for increased trade and cultural diffusion.  

 
British traders concentrated on India, where they 
gained a trade monopoly. Prolonged business 
partnerships and immigration between the two 
countries allowed for inter-cultural mixing. One 
important cultural import to Britain was Indian 
cuisine. In modern day Britain, the average person 
eats Indian-inspired food twice a week. A type of 
curry called chicken tikka masala—an entrée 
flavoured with the very spices that inspired trade 
routes—became England’s national dish in 2004. 
Chicken tikka masala blends authentic Indian 
flavours with British ingredients like tomato soup. 
 
Ideology and ideas 

The spread of ideas—whether they are religious, 
scientific, literary, or political—can greatly 
influence cultural change  
 
Spread of Buddhism  
 
Buddhism is the religion of the followers of 
Gautama Buddha which began in the 6th century 
BCE in northern India. Although Buddhism is no 
longer widely practiced in India, it had spread to 
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many parts of East Asia. Before the Silk Road, 
Buddhism was confined to its birthplace. Trade 
along the Silk Road helped to introduce Buddhism 
into China. The Silk Road was an important early 
trade route between China, India, Central Asia and 
European empires. Along with trade goods traveled 
ideas, art and religion, including Buddhism. 
Chinese scholars were so intrigued by the ideas of 
Buddhism coming to them along the trade route that 
they made pilgrimages to India to see the original 
scriptures.  
 

 
 
Buddhist monks at prayer. © Susan Duncan, 2006 
 
Buddhism has greatly influenced Central Asian art 
blending eastern and western cultures. Buddhist 
sculptures, paintings and murals are found in many 
monuments along the Silk Road. Buddhism has had 
a lasting impact on Chinese culture. Today, China 
has the highest number of Buddhists (102 million) 
of any country in the world. 
 
 

Islamic-Christian exchanges 
 
The interaction of Islamic and European cultures 
highlights how cultural interaction facilitates 
changes. After the fall of the Roman Empire in the 
fifth century, European knowledge became limited 
and localized. While the progress of Western ideas 
slowed progressing, the Islamic empire began to 
grow. It expanded beyond the Arabian Peninsula 
after the death in 632 AD of Mohammed, the 
prophet and founder. By the 8th century, Islam had 
spread through northern Africa, Spain and Portugal, 
India, and Indonesia.  
 
In Baghdad, the Islamic empire gathered extensive 
libraries. These included ancient Greek and Roman 
works. Through these, they had a clear 
understanding of geography and astronomy. The 
mandated pilgrimage (hajj) to Mecca facilitated 
exploration in the Moslem empire. Travel guides 
for the hajj were written from all parts of the 
Empire.  
 
The Crusades were a series of Christian military 
campaigns in the Middle Ages. Rulers in Western 
Europe sent their armies to re-capture the Holy 
Land. Moslems had controlled this region from the 
6th Century AD. The Crusaders saw themselves as 
a combination of military figures and religious 
pilgrims. The word 'crusades' means “bearers of the 
cross.” The First Crusade in the 11th Century gave 
them control of Jerusalem and other areas. 
However, their success was eroded in the next 
centuries as the Arabs and Turks fought back. 
 
The Crusades played a role in Europe’s rise as a 
region of political and military power. Ideas, 
inventions and products brought back from the East 
inspired economic and commercial success in 
Western Europe. Prior to this, Medieval Europe was 
insular and stagnant. In contrast, the cultures of 
Islam and Byzantium were significantly more 
cosmopolitan and scientifically advanced. The 
Crusades are believed to be the impetus for the 
European Renaissance. The Crusades also had 
negative impacts. They left a legacy of hatred and 
suspicion between East and West. This conflict 
exists through today. 



Blackline Master #G1 

  
Globalizing Connections 4 The Critical Thinking Consortium 

 

Political and legal intervention 
 
Imperialism refers to an empire or country’s policy 
of expansion with the aim of controlling other 
regions or colonies. When it gains control of a new 
territory, the imperial country imparts its cultural 
traits through deliberate action, such as establishing 
churches and schools.  
 
Expulsion of the Acadians 
 
The Acadians were settlers from France that moved 
to what is now Nova Scotia, Canada in the early 
1600s. They established a French presence in that 
part of the New World. They took their name from 
the word “Acadie” used for North America. Though 
conditions were difficult, they began to farm and 
trade furs. To keep their spirits up, they established 
a social club: “l’Ordre de Bon Temps.”  
 
They were in a minority relative to the British 
settlers. Ongoing conflict between the British and 
French put them in a difficult position. They wanted 
to retain their unique culture: neither British nor 
French. The British wanted them to take an oath of 
allegiance to the Crown. The Acadians instead took 
an oath of neutrality. In 1755, the British insisted 
that they pledge allegiance to Britain. When they 
refused, they were deported. This event was known 
as the Great Expulsion. In total, 15,000 Acadians 
were expelled over 8 years. Many families were 
separated. Most ended up in southern Louisiana. 
Those who remained held fast to their culture.  
There are now significant Acadian populations in 
the maritime provinces. Over the years, their culture 
has found expression through poetry, newspapers, a 
flag and a national day of celebration. In Louisiana, 
they still maintained their cultural distinctiveness. 
Their French language persists through today, 
though it now has a regional flavour. They are 
known as “Cajuns,” a corruption of the word 
Acadian. Their influence has been significant on the 
food, music and language of Louisiana. New 
Orleans is an international tourist destination, 
popular largely because of its lively Cajun culture. 
People visit for the food, street musicians and party 
atmosphere. In New Orleans, the popular phrase 
that captures the spirit of the city is “laisser les bon 
temps rouler”: let the good times roll.  
 

Forced assimilation of Aboriginals in Australia 
 
Australian Aboriginal culture is the oldest 
continuous living culture on the planet. Prior to the 
arrival of European explorers, aboriginal society 
developed in isolation from the rest of the world. 
Their cultural traits are unique. There are many 
Australian Aboriginal groups with different 
languages and traditions. A cultural trait they all 
share is a reverence for nature. Animals, rivers, 
islands, the moon and—the fabric of the natural 
environment—are sacred.  

In the 1800s, the ruling colonial government 
deliberately forced aboriginal people to assimilate. 
In order to disrupt cultural learning, the Australian 
government took children from their families. 
Aborginal children were put in the care of white 
parents or in government-run schools. The objective 
was to raise children with European beliefs and 
traditions. As a result, many of the aboriginal 
languages and traditions were partially lost or 
stamped out completely.  

The Aboriginal Welfare Board did not stop taking 
children from their families until 1969. However, 
Aboriginal people are still struggling to integrate 
with Australian society while maintaining their 
cultural traditions.  

Mass media 
 
Communication technology has changed rapidly in 
the last 200 years. We no longer wait weeks or 
months to receive news or letters. Every year, 
communication technology enables more and more 
contact between people around the world. These 
rapid changes in communication technology have 
accelerated cultural globalization.  
 
Television  
 
It wasn’t until the 1950s that televisions became a 
common household item. The broadcasts were 
black and white and only reached people in some 
countries. In 1962, a satellite sent the first televised 
images to viewers worldwide. In the decades that 
followed, watching television quickly became a 
favourite past time for billions of people. By 
portraying a foreign culture, television can create 
cultural change in a widespread audience.  
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During the Cold War, people in the USSR lived 
behind the “Iron Curtain” of communism. They 
have limited access to the goods and services of 
North America or Western Europe. Television was 
one avenue for cultural exchange between citizens 
in the USSR and the rest of the world. The 
American soap opera Dallas portrayed a rich family 
living in Dallas, Texas. When the show aired in the 
USSR, the lifestyles of the people in the soap opera 
seemed very appealing to the citizens living poorer, 
more constrained lifestyles under communism. The 
broadcasting of Dallas and other television shows 
had an impact on society in Eastern Europe.   
 
The Beatles 
 
The Beatles were a world famous band formed in 
England in 1958. They began playing rock and roll, 
and rhythm and blues covers. They spent time in 
Germany where they learned to play as a group. 
They signed with manager Brian Epstein in 1961. 
He helped them create a more polished image. The 
group members were John Lennon, Paul 
McCartney, George Harrison and Ringo Starr.  
 
The Beatles broke onto the American music scene 
on the Ed Sullivan Show in 1964. Their energy, 
youth and catchy music launched “Beatlemania” in 
North America. Everywhere they appeared they 
were greeted by screaming fans. Twenty of their 
singles reached No. 1 on the U.S. charts. They 
paved the way for other British groups. This 
became known as the “British invasion.” Their 
popularity gave impetus to youth culture, who 
became a dominant demographic force in popular 
culture. Popular music after this point had a very 
different flavor from previous music. Their haircuts 
and style of clothing were adopted by many young 
people.  
 
With Sgt. Pepper’s Lonely Hearts Club Band, the 
Beatles turned rock music into an art form. The 
album was something new: a holistic musical 
experience rather than a collection of singles. It 
synchronized with the hippie “summer of love” in 
1967. This and later albums brought awareness of 
Eastern mysticism and music to a western audience. 
Beatles’ movies “Hard Day’s Night” and “Magical 
Mystery Tour” illustrated the viability of video and 
movies for musicians. The group ended in 1970 
with Paul McCartney’s departure. The Beatles 

created a point of common understanding for 
audiences in all parts of the world. They were even 
popular behind the Iron Curtain.  
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Recent developments involving culture  
 

The globalization of culture is welcomed by many 
people and resisted by others. The United States 
and a handful of other countries dominate the global 
traffic of music, movies, television, software, and 
other lifestyle goods. The multinational 
corporations that sell these products greatly 
influence cultures around the world. This global 
spread of pop cultures can threaten traditional 
cultures. Many people around the world worry 
about cultural diversity in the face of globalization.  
 
The following contemporary developments 
illustrate the globalization of culture: 
• Starbucks and McDonald’s 
• American movies 
• official multiculturalism 
• UNESCO and World Heritage sites 
• globalization of sports 
 
Starbucks and McDonald’s 
 
When a corporation opens up an office or store in a 
foreign country, it becomes a multinational 
corporation. Multinational corporations compete 
with local businesses. They expose the local culture 
to foreign goods and services. This can bring about 
changes in values and traditions. Some people 
believe that this exposure undermines cultural 
identity. However, people worldwide demand the 
products of multinational corporations. The biggest 
multinational corporations come from the richest 
countries in the world. US. Starbucks and 
McDonald’s are two American corporations with 
global success.  
 
McDonald’s restaurants exist in 61 countries, from 
Guatemala to Oman. When the restaurant chain 
opened in France, French citizens were concerned. 
They thought that low quality, cheap U.S. fast food 
would crowd out traditional French food such as 
crepes and pastries. Many French people still 
oppose McDonalds. They feel they could lose the 
unique cuisine that reflects their culture.  
 
McDonald's has also had an impact on Chinese 
culture. In the past, Chinese children were expected 
to eat what their parents provided. It was considered 
wrong for Chinese children to buy food with their 
own money. Then McDonald's started marketing to 

children. It became common for children in China 
to buy food on their own. McDonald's also 
promoted and popularized birthday parties in China. 
In the past, there was no party to mark a child's 
birth date.  

The coffee company Starbucks has raised cultural 
debates in Italy. In the United States it is common 
for people to buy take-out coffee from Starbucks. 
They carry these while they drive, walk or work. 
Italians, on the other hand, drink coffee in sidewalk 
cafes. Coffee in Italy involves relaxing and chatting 
with peers. American-style cafes might alter this 
tradition. A large chain could not replicate the 
personal, friendly atmosphere of local coffee shops. 
A chain like Starbucks does not reflect a region’s 
unique cultural features the way that local coffee 
shops do. 

American movies  
 
America’s economy is the biggest in the world. As 
a result, producers of popular U.S. culture find 
themselves in dominant positions internationally. 
For instance, take the movie industry. For a film 
like The Simpson’s Movie, Hollywood producers 
can invest $72 million. This pays for big stars, the 
best animation, and wide marketing and 
distribution. The film’s producers are confident that 
they will earn their money back because the U.S. 
market is so large and wealthy. Only weeks after its 
release, The Simpson’s Movie had earned more than 
$150 million in America. A successful American 
film can then be "exported" to earn even greater 
profits. Because one billion people speak English 
worldwide, U.S. films have a large audience. 
 
Consequently, American movies, TV and news 
dominate screens around the world. American 
entertainment carries American values, traditions 
and fashions. Few other nations can invest so much 
money into movie production. Good quality movies 
in French or Hindi do not reach the same mass 
global audience.  

Some countries try to keep out American and other 
“alien” traditions. France and Canada have both 
passed laws to stop American content from 
reaching homes via satellite TV. Iran, China, and 
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Singapore have also restricted programming. In 
parts of the Middle East, media from the U.S. is 
called "news pollution."  
 
Although globalization does provide glimpses of 
diverse global cultures, economic advantages mean 
some countries export more cultural products than 
others.  
 
Official multiculturalism 
 
Globalization has increased the rate of immigration. 
It can be a challenge for different cultures to live 
peacefully together. Canada receives more legal 
immigrants than any other nation in the world. With 
each immigrant arrive new cultural traits. Together, 
these make up Canada’s cultural identity. Canada 
has embraced its many cultures with a formal policy 
of multiculturalism. The Multiculturalism Act 
passed the Act in 1988 encouraged immigrants to 
participate in Canadian life while retaining their 
original cultural heritage.  
 
India was the first to recognize multiculturalism with 
its new constitution in 1950. Canada was the second 
country to give it official recognition. Australia 
followed suit. Since then, many member states in the 
European Union have adopted multiculturalism as 
official policy. On the other hand, some nations 
oppose multiculturalism. In the Netherlands and 
Denmark, conservative governments have recently 
returned to an official policy of monoculturalism (a 
single culture). Politicians were concerned that 
immigrants were not integrating into the culture as a 
whole. They feared this would threaten national 
unity and identity. Britian, Germany, France, and the 
U.S. have expressed similar concerns.  
 
UNESCO and World Heritage sites  
 
The United Nations (UN) is well known for 
addressing cultural issues. On one hand, the 
organization promotes international cultural beliefs, 
such as the value of human rights. On the other 
hand, one arm of the UN promotes cultural diversity. 
This arm, the United Nations Educational, Scientific 
and Cultural Organization (UNESCO), was created 
in 1945. UNESCO aims “to create the conditions for 
genuine dialogue based upon respect for shared 
values and the dignity of each civilization and 
culture.” 
 

Part of UNESCO’s work is identifying and 
preserving World Heritage sites. The effort began 
in 1959 in Egypt. Plans to build the Aswan High 
Dam would flood the valley containing the Abu 
Simbel temples. UNESCO launched an 
international campaign to save the temples. 
Archaeological experts took the temples apart and 
moved them to higher ground. They were funded 
by donations from over 50 countries. After the 
success of this project, UNESCO continued with 
conservation and restoration of important sites. 
Eventually, the majority of countries agreed to sign 
the World Heritage Convention in 1972. Since then, 
UNESCO has named 851 World Heritage 
properties. To protect the properties, UNESCO 
provides training and technical assistance to the 
governments. The majority of these properties are 
cultural sites. They include the Summer Palace in 
Beijing, China and Old Town Lunenburg in Nova 
Scotia, Canada.  
 
UNESCO works on many other projects to protect 
global cultural integrity. UNESCO researches and 
promotes awareness about such issues as 
endangered languages, indigenous knowledge 
systems, tolerance and diversity. UNESCO has the 
goals of preserving cultures and creating peace.  
 

 
© Susan Duncan, 2007 
A Hong Kong soccer fan wearing a Brazilian team 
shirt walks near a sign advertising Kentucky Fried 
Chicken (KFC). 
 
Globalization of sports 
 
Sports are an activity that both exaggerate national 
pride, and bring together people from different 
countries. The Olympic Games are the largest 
forum for international sports competition. While 
individual athletes compete, their countries support 
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them. Their success is celebrated by the entire 
country. A country’s success in sport influences its 
self-image. However, people from around the world 
celebrate the great achievements of the Games. 
 
Athletes may move to different countries to play for 
professional sports teams. This is most common in 
ice hockey, soccer and basketball. For example, in 
2002, Yao Ming of China became the first “number 
one” draft pick in the United States to come from a 
foreign basketball league. If a player moves to a 
new country, they may be celebrated by both their 
adopted country and their home country. 
International marketing of famous sports figures is 
another aspect of this global culture. Their images 
and products may be advertised around the world.  
 
Some sports begin in one country but spread 
internationally. For example, baseball began in the 
U.S. It is now very popular in Latin American 
countries. Many players on U.S. teams now come 
from countries like the Dominican Republic. 
Cricket is another example. It was brought to the 
West Indies and South-east Asia by the England 
during colonial rule. Though they no longer govern 
there, cricket remains a very popular sport. The 
former colonies now beat England regularly at the 
World Cricket Championships. Cricket is even 
found in many Bollywood films. 
 
Technology facilitates international attention to 
sports. The National Basketball Association (NBA) 
broadcasts its games to 212 countries. Sports fans 
follow their favourite teams online. They may 
participate in chat rooms, sharing views with people 
from around the world about their favourite teams 
or athletes. Less popular sports now have a large 
fan base drawn from the entire globe. Local teams 
may have fans in distant countries.  
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Global initiatives in culture 
 

The challenge ahead 
 
Cultural exchange is a part of the daily global 
social, economic and political exchange. Cultural 
diffusion–the spread of traits, ideas and values from 
one culture to another–is largely beneficial. 
However, it can also lead to the extinction of 
minority language and culture. Many agree that the 
loss of cultural diversity is tragic. Every culture 
adapts in unique ways to its surroundings and holds 
fascinating perceptions of life. 
 
The idea of cultural protection is now more 
prominent in international discussions. Many are 
concerned about the increasing cultural influence 
from Western nations, particularly the US. 
According to UNESCO, cultural diversity is 
inseparable from respect for human dignity. 
 
The personal side of cultural globalization  
 
Growing up, Zeveg lived a nomadic life in 
Mongolia. His family traveled on horseback, 
herding cattle and goats between fertile pastures. 
They lived in round huts called “yurts” with 
wooden frames and felted wool walls. The yurt 
collapsed easily into a compact bundle when 
moving to the next camp. Their clothes, food, 
festivals and customs reflected their pastoral 
nomadic lifestyle.   
 
By 2002, Zeveg was married with two young 
children. Unfortunately, two harsh winters killed off 
the majority of their herd. The family migrated to 
the capital where they lived in a small shack outside 
the city. After a couple of years, Zeveg took an 
English class to help get a better job.   
 
Five years later, Zeveg’s daughter and son are 
learning English in school. The program is part of a 
new national policy to speed up the country’s 
development. The government decided that 
Mongolia would become bilingual, with English 
and Mongolian as the two official languages. Both 
children think English improves their ability to 
connect with the world.   
 

Some believe the rise of English will ensure 
Mongolia’s independence from its two powerful 
neighbours, Russia and China. Of course, along 
with English, children will also learn some cultural 
traits. Ideals such as individual rights, freedom of 
speech and respect for women could enrich 
Mongolian society. However, materialism and the 
values of Western pop culture could slowly erode 
Mongolia’s unique nomadic culture. The children 
will likely have few of the traditional skills and 
likely lose the customs of previous generations.  
 

 
The traditional yurt was always set up with the 
opening facing south. Today, yurts have become 
very popular in the West and many companies 
make kits for home or vacation use.  

  
Global initiatives in culture 
 
Globalization presents many challenges to culture. 
In response to global pressure, some groups wish to 
stop the mixing of cultures in order to preserve their 
traditions and beliefs. Others see value in 
combining cultural ideas, attitudes and skills in 
order to generate understanding and freedom of 
choice. Many organizations support a balance 
between distinct cultural expression and 
intercultural exchange. Described on the following 
pages are several projects designed to address the 
challenges of cultural globalization.  
 
• Initiative # 1: Supporting rural cultures. 

TransFair Canada works to build the market for 
Fair Trade Certified products in Canada by 
providing independent certification services and 
by educating consumers about FairTrade. With 
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CIDA’s financial support, TransFair gives 
small-scale cocoa bean growers a better 
income, enabling them to afford healthcare and 
education while maintaining their local, rural 
culture.  

 
• Initiative #2: Preserving traditional Metawai 

clans. In 2003, Native Planet launched the Uma 
Project to protect and maintain existing umas 
and help build new ones to help clans move 
back to their ancestral lands. Native Planet’s 
goal is to help the Mentawai preserve their 
culture and human rights, and to give them a 
choice in deciding what to embrace of modern 
society.  

  
• Initiative #3: Protecting cultural diversity. In 

2005 the UNESCO introduced the Convention 
on the Protection and Promotion of Diversity of 
Cultural Expressions. The goal of the proposed 
convention is to protect a nation's cultural 
diversity and its culture from any negative 
effects of globalization. It also seeks to promote 
ethnic traditions and minority languages.  

 
• Initiative #4: Showcasing French Creole in 

Mauritius. In 2001, the international 
organization, La Francophonie, created the 
literary prize “Prix des cinq continents” to 
honour authors who enrich French literature 
with writing from diverse cultural perspectives. 
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Culture initiative # 1 
Supporting rural cultures 

 
Background 
 
More than two thousand years ago, people in 
Central America discovered the virtues of the cacao 
tree. Spanish explorers brought the cacao beans 
home and, before long, its popularity spread across 
Europe. Almost four hundred years later, the 
popularity of chocolate shows no sign of declining. 
Currently, the annual worldwide production of 
cocoa is over 27.3 million kg. The International 
Cocoa Organization estimates that currently there 
are approximately 14 million people around the 
world directly involved in the production. Of this, 
the majority is produced under conditions that 
would not be acceptable in Canada. 
 
Cocoa is one of the most heavily sprayed crops in 
the world. Pesticides used frequently include 
chemicals linked to severe health problems. Many 
developing countries still use one particularly toxic 
chemical banned in Canada and Europe. 
Multinational corporations like Nestlé buy and sell 
most of the cacao beans. Nestle employs almost 
300,000 people and has offices in almost every 
country in the world. Often, the industry overlooks 
the people at the bottom of the production ladder—
the people who grow and harvest the cocoa beans. 
Companies pay low prices for raw cacao without 
realizing the human cost. Low international market 
prices for cocoa beans have meant that many cocoa 
farmers are not able to cover their own basic costs 
of production.  
 
As a result, growers often live in poverty and their 
health is at risk. In an attempt to lower production 
costs, growers use thousands of children as slave 
labour on cocoa farms. Many small-scale cocoa 
farmers sell their harvest to local middlemen who 
use rigged scales or misrepresent world prices. 
Meanwhile, the cocoa trade is worth billions of 
dollars.  
 
Problem 
 
Most cacao farmers live in poverty because they do 
not receive a fair profit from the sale of cocoa. As 
well, their health is at risk from the pesticides used 
to increase production. 

Project goals 
 
TransFair Canada works to build the market for Fair 
Trade Certified products in Canada by providing 
independent certification services and by educating 
consumers about FairTrade. With CIDA’s financial 
support, TransFair gives small-scale cocoa bean 
growers a better income, enabling them to afford 
healthcare and education while maintaining their 
local, rural culture.   
 

 
Agnes and Erica are from a Fair Trade cocoa 
cooperative. Agnes, on the left, worked as a cocoa 
farmer for 36 years before she ever tasted chocolate. 
Almost all cocoa is exported overseas for processing. 
Credit: Fair Trade Association of Australia and New 
Zealand 
 
Strategy 
 
TransFair Canada is a non-profit certification and 
public education organization that promotes Fair 
Trade Certified products. Inspectors routinely visit 
licensed farms to ensure that adults are well treated 
and paid adequately. The farms cannot hire or 
enslave children as workers. Farmers must abide by 
strict environmental standards that prohibit use of 
the most harmful chemical pesticides and encourage 
integrated pest management. Fair Trade also 
supports the small farmers’ tradition of 
environmental stewardship by generating resources 
for co-ops to provide technical assistance, training, 
and organic certification to their members. 
 
Fair Trade helps farmers understand and access 
foreign markets and work their way out of poverty. 
It cuts out the middlemen and brokers. Growers get 
their fair share of the final market value of their 
products. The growers form democratically run 
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cooperatives to sell their cocoa beans. Buyers 
carefully calculate the FairTrade price to cover the 
cost of sustainable production. Growers must agree 
to sustainable agricultural practices that restrict the 
use of agrochemicals. The monitoring and 
certification at the core of the FairTrade system 
guarantees that it is built on and functions according 
to standards of fairness, transparency and 
accountability. 
  
The cooperatives use a portion of the FairTrade 
earnings to fund schools and basic medical care for 
families. They provide opportunities for economic 
independence and community involvement for 
women. They also invest in community 
development, quality improvement and training in 
organic cultivation. With more income and loans 
available, farmers are able to improve the 
techniques for fermenting and roasting the cacao 
beans. This increases their value. When the farmers 
earn more, they spend more money in the 
community supporting other local businesses.  
 
FairTrade products are clearly marked with a label 
so that Canadian consumers know that the products 
they are buying are part of the Fair Trade system. In 
addition to chocolate, familiar products like tea, 
coffee, ice cream, soccer balls, bananas and sugar 
are available under Fair Trade certification.  
 
Outcome  
 
Fair Trade growers receive a fair price for their 
harvest. The system creates direct trade links 
between farmer-owned cooperatives and buyers. 
Cocoa farmers have an opportunity to invest in 
post-harvest techniques that bring out the individual 
flavors of the particular cocoa-growing region or 
territory. FairTrade growers have access to 
affordable credit. Strict labor standards foster 
healthy working conditions. Children under the age 
of 15 may work on their family’s farm only if it 
does not jeopardize their education. Children under 
the age of 18 may not work with machetes (or other 
dangerous tools) or to apply pesticides. 
 
Small-scale farming models can incorporate organic 
and shade-grown techniques. Cocoa trees yield a 
better product when grown in a traditional manner. 
This means the elimination of chemicals from a 
normally pesticide-heavy process. Intermixing 
crops with shade-giving trees provides a natural 

protective canopy as well as healthier soil. The 
combination of these techniques ensures both 
biodiversity and the creation of a habitat for birds–a 
natural form of pest protection.  
 
As of 2005, the Fair Trade system benefited one 
million workers and farmers in 58 developing 
countries in Africa, Asia and Latin America. 
Canada and the developing world have an 
opportunity to promote further trade in FairTrade 
products. Individuals in those countries will reap 
the benefits of better tasting, pesticide-free 
chocolate. 
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Culture initiative #2 
Preserving traditional Metawai clans 

 
Background 
 
For centuries, the Metawai people lived in the 
jungles of Indonesia. Their natural lifestyle and 
animistic beliefs allowed them to dwell in perfect 
harmony with their environment. When their 
numbers became too large, the clans split. Everyone 
lived a semi-nomadic lifestyle that never exploited 
the resources in any one area. The Indonesian 
military tried to subdue the Metawai but failed. 
Christian missionaries and Islamic leaders also 
tried. Despite their efforts, no one made “progress” 
with the jungle clans. The government, determined 
to assimilate all indigenous cultures within its 
borders, initiated a major Mentawai relocation plan. 
The government promised access to "free" 
education for their children, medical care, 
“civilized” clothing and a church of their “choice” 
if the Metawai moved to government villages. The 
temptation was strong and many clans left their 
traditional umas or long houses where entire clans 
lived beneath one roof. They settled in small, 
single-family, poorly designed and built houses. 
Engineers had not thought clearly about sanitation. 
 
The village is a typical example of the ecological 
disasters caused by relocation. Almost 4000 people 
still live from the land. So many people in such as 
small space have now irreparably damaged the 
delicately balanced ecosystem that once easily fed 
all the traditional Mentawai. Game is scarce and 
over-fishing has depleted the human excrement-
polluted rivers. Villagers have no choice but to 
break taboo and adopt “modern” agricultural 
methods such as deforestation in order to cultivate 
their taro, sago and bananas. Epidemics are 
frequent. For the first time in their history, the 
Metawai are suffering protein and vitamin 
deficiencies.  
 
Traditional Mentawai houses sit on stilts to prevent 
insects and frequent flooding from damaging their 
homes. The thatch roofs are entirely waterproof and 
last for more than 20 years. Construction materials 
grow in the jungle, facilitating quick inexpensive 
replacement. The most important Metawai building 
is the traditional uma communal house. It is the 
setting for all of the clan ceremonies and rituals and 

the cornerstone of their society. It is where elders 
teach young shaman apprentices to live in harmony 
with the rainforest and later initiate them into the 
way of the sikeirei. It is a spiritual refuge where the 
living can pray and commune with their ancestors. 
Without umas, the Mentawai will lose their culture. 
 

 
Building the umas or community houses will help the 
Metawai preserve their traditional culture. Credit: 
Native Planet 
  
Problem 
 
In an effort to subdue the Mentawai and assimilate 
their culture, for the past three decades the 
Indonesian government has sponsored a major re-
location program. The forced changes, including 
abandonment of the umas, are destroying the 
Mentawai social structure and clan ties and 
threatening their culture, environment, ecosystem, 
and health.  
 
Project goals  
 
In 2003, Native Planet launched the Uma Project to 
protect and maintain existing umas and help build 
new ones to help clans move back to their ancestral 
lands. Native Planet’s goal is to help the Mentawai 
preserve their culture and human rights, and to give 
them the choice to decide which aspects (if any) of 
modern society they want to embrace. Donations 
support the on-going project.    
 
Strategy 
 
Protecting and building umas is part of Native 
Planet’s strategy to preserve the traditional Metawai 
culture. The traditional communal clan houses are 
an essential part of that culture. Because the 
Indonesian government persuaded many Metawai 
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to move to government-built housing, traditional 
clans are vanishing quickly. The Native Planet Uma 
Project hired local Mentawai and bought supplies to 
build a new uma and protect and maintain existing 
ones. As the NGO raises funds, additional umas 
will be built thereby allowing more clans to return 
to their ancestral lands and traditions. Other than 
the Metawai, all workers are volunteer and receive 
no wages, medical or travel expenses. 
 
In the early stages of the project, Native Planet 
brought a team of skilled Mentawai carpenters from 
a nearby village to cut boards. Beams framed the 
structure in only six weeks. Traditional methods 
would have taken a year.  
 
Contributions have provided funds to begin the 
wooden floor as well as the long-lasting thatch roof. 
Workers need to finish the floor, walls and benches, 
so the uma can be completed quickly. When it is 
finished, a shaman’s clan can return to live in the 
unspoiled rainforest of their ancestors and honor the 
old ways. Native Planet is working to bring in 
donations and grant money to build additional umas 
so that other shamans and their clans can return.  
  
Outcome 
 
The Metawai culture has been under attack for 
many years and is in immediate danger of 
disappearance. The Uma Project is part of Native 
Planet’s larger commitment to preserve traditional 
Mentawai clans and their culture. Building umas 
helps Metawai relocate back to their traditional 
lands. As clans return to their lands, Native Planet 
will begin a complementary project, the Mentawai 
Cultural Ecotourism Association. This related 
project is a key to Mentawai cultural preservation 
and self-empowerment. The Mentawai Cultural 
Ecotourism Association (MCEA) offers a model of 
conservation that also bridges the gap between 
cultures.  
 
The MCEA project approaches Mentawai cultural 
preservation from two directions. We offer 
educated Mentawai the professional training they 
need to work and earn a living wage as 
knowledgeable guides and humanitarian project 
managers. The program also helps the young, 
educated Mentawai to better understand, respect 
and appreciate their culture. Assimilated Metawai 
will be able to learn about their ancient culture from 

those elders who still live it. The young, in turn, can 
make certain that it is passed on to future 
generations. As well, knowledge of the old ways 
will help the guides become sensitive and effective 
proponents for the empowerment and preservation 
of traditional Mentawai communities. The Metawai 
and all Indonesians benefit from the preservation of 
this rich culture. Canada and the developed world 
have an opportunity to experience the living 
traditions of these people. As well, the global 
village can learn from the dangers of forced cultural 
assimilation. 
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Culture initiative #3 
Protecting cultural diversity 

 
Background 
 
Communication advances, new political alliances, 
and the integration of global markets are creating 
huge changes. Previously isolated people are 
coming together voluntarily and involuntarily. 
Around the world, cultures are threatened. 
Dominant cultural traits are replacing local 
languages and customs. Fifty percent of the world’s 
languages are in danger of extinction. The Internet 
does not represent ninety percent of the world’s 
languages. Five countries monopolize the world 
culture industries. Eighty-eight countries have never 
had their own film productions.  
  
Every part of the world has a unique cultural 
fingerprint reflecting its history and geography. 
Cultural background is one of the primary sources 
of identity. It is understandable that people long to 
return to old conventions, traditional cultures, 
fundamental values, and the familiar, seemingly 
secure, sense of one's identity.  
 
The United Nations Educational Scientific and 
Cultural Organization (UNESCO) recognizes that 
as cultures interact and intermix, the process can be 
disorienting. It maintains that countries should be 
able to adopt measures to protect and promote the 
diversity of cultural expressions within their 
territory. UNESCO member states overwhelmingly 
support the idea. However, the US complained that 
member states could erect trade barriers against the 
U.S. film, music, and book industries. These 
industries play an enormous role in the exchange of 
Western ideas and ideology. 
 
Problem  
 
In the turmoil of global transition, people may feel 
isolated and may resort to isolationism, 
ethnocentrism, and intolerance.  
 
Project goals 
 
In 2005 the UNESCO introduced the Convention 
on the Protection and Promotion of Diversity of 
Cultural Expressions. The goal of the proposed 
convention is to protect a nation's cultural diversity 

and its culture from any negative effects of 
globalization. It also seeks to promote a country's 
ethnic traditions and minority languages. Thirty-one 
member states must ratify the convention within 
one year for the convention to take effect in 2007.  
 

 
 
A wedding parade in a small village in Rajasthan, 
India. Traditional customs and costumes, such as 
these, may eventually disappear with increased 
globalization. © Susan Duncan, 2006 
 
Strategy 
 
The formal title of the UNESCO Convention is the 
Convention on the Protection of the Diversity of 
Cultural Contents and Artistic Expressions. It 
empowers countries to protect their culture from 
foreign influences. It allows countries to protect its 
arts, language, cultural heirlooms, goods, services, 
activities, and ideas. The Convention will act as a 
code of conduct for cultural preservation. Its main 
objective is to take into account cultural diversity 
when developing other policies.  
 
It recognizes the dual social and economic nature of 
cultural goods and services such as books, films, 
and television programs. It confirms the right of 
countries to implement cultural policies to give 
their citizens access to their own stories, as well as 
the range of cultural contents of the entire world. 
The Convention also recognizes the right of states 
to adopt measures that encourage artists and 
cultural professionals to develop and promote their 
works. This provides governments with 
mechanisms to resist powerful global forces that 
threaten the survival of local cultures.  
 



Blackline Master #G3 

  
Globalizing Connections 8 The Critical Thinking Consortium 

 

Outcome 
 
In 2005, 148 countries approved the Convention. 
Two countries—the US and Israel—voted against it 
and four countries abstained. Critics consider the 
approval to be a moral victory in the long-running 
fight to preserve the world's cultural richness. 
Following ratification by a more than sufficient 
number of countries, the Convention went into 
effect in 2007. Canada was the first country to ratify 
the Convention and continues to play a leading role 
in promoting its ratification. The Convention now 
has over 75 signatory states on five continents. 

Under the new Convention, diverse cultures from 
around the world will have better opportunities to 
realize their own creative projects.  The convention 
sets out common guidelines for cultural diversity at 
a global level. This is the first time the international 
community has been able to reach a consensus on 
these matters.   

Following election to the Intergovernmental 
Committee to promote the Convention, Canada will 
able it to work with other members to establish the 
International Fund for Cultural Diversity. The fund, 
to which Canada recently contributed $500 000, 
will help to achieve the objectives of the 
Convention. Canada, and other countries in the 
developed and developing world will benefit by 
taking measures to protect their culture while 
engaging in developmental activities.  
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Culture initiative #4 
Showcasing French Creole in 

Mauritius 
 
Background  
 
Mauritius, off the East Coast of Africa, is a poly-
ethnic island-state. Many European visitors, 
including the Portuguese and the Dutch, visited 
Mauritius before the French settled the island. The 
British took over from the French in 1810 and 
established English as the official language. Today, 
the island’s vibrant cultural mix includes Creole 
(French speakers), Chinese, African, English and 
Mauritians of Indian descent. The various cultures 
brought with them their own customs, language, 
and religion, which they have kept alive. 
 
English has remained the official language, but 80% 
of the population uses a French dialect called 
Mauritian Creole in daily communications. It is 
considered the native tongue of the country. Creole 
was the language used by the African slaves to 
communicate with their French masters. Creole 
does not have a definite written form, as mostly 
English or French are the languages of choice for 
education, media, government, law and business. 
The Creole language is the medium of the 
indigenous music and dance form of Mauritius–the 
Sega. Sega is the music, songs and dances of choice 
played to tourists as a taste of the local culture. Its 
origins are said to be African. The dancers wear 
colorful blouses and skirts with flower motifs and 
sway their hips to the rhythmic music.   
 
The rich cultural diversity of the people is often 
highlighted in tourism brochures. Tourists flock to 
the island paradise to celebrate the various cultural 
festivals. However, for many Creoles, Mauritius is 
no paradise. Many live in poverty in corrugated-
iron shanties alongside the roads. They work for 
low wages in the sugarcane fields. Many of them 
complain of discrimination and see their lives as 
just a different kind of slavery.  
  
Problem  
 
Many Mauritian Creoles live in poverty and 
complain of discrimination. Visitors to the island 
paradise do not see these difficulties. 
 

Project Goals  
 
In 2001, the international organization, La 
Francophonie, created the literary prize ‘Prix des 
cinq continents’ to honour authors who enrich 
French literature with writing from diverse cultural 
perspectives. The competition is open to authors 
from around the world. CIDA contributes to the 
annual award. 
 

 
Tourists visit the Creole Cultural Centre just outside 
Port Louis, the capital of Mauritius. Credit: Hong 
Kong University 
 
Strategy  
 
La Francophonie is an organization of 55 member 
states united by a common French heritage and the 
use of French in daily life. They seek to promote 
cultural diversity in member states. La 
Francophonie helps to keep Creole culture alive in 
countries around the world. The organization 
finances education projects to make sure that 
children learn to read and write both French and 
native languages.  
 
The winner of the Prize of Five Continents 
receives10, 000 euros cash for a novel featuring a 
specific cultural experience making the French 
language richer. The Prize reflect La 
Francophonie’s mission to promote cultural 
diversity. For the 2006 edition, the five continents 
jury received 141 works from 31 countries 
belonging to the Francophone zone. The members 
of the jury accepted 10 works.    
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Outcome  
 
Author Ananda Devi of Mauritius won the  “Prix 
des cinq continents,” or “Prize of the Five 
Continents” in 2006. Devi drew attention to the 
difficult lives of Creole citizens in Mauritius. In the 
book ‘Eve de ses decombres’ (Eve of her ruins), she 
brings to life the struggles and hopes of four youth 
living in a suburb of Mauritius’ capital.  
 
The following year, the Mauritian government 
acknowledged that Mauritius has not promoted the 
Creole culture as well as other Creole countries. It 
pledged to establish an organization to recognize 
and honour the Creole culture. For the first time in 
22 years, Mauritius hosted the International Creole 
Festival. It remains to be seen whether this 
“honouring” will result in improved circumstances 
for Creole workers.  
 
La Francophonie benefits from the financial and 
logistical support from its member states. Canada’s 
contributions to La Francophonie are managed 
largely through the Canadian International 
Development Agency (CIDA). Creole cultures in 
developing countries benefit from the increased 
awareness to their struggles for survival. Canada 
and the developing world have an opportunity to 
find ways to promote cultural diversity without 
marginalizing less dominant cultures.  
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