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Name: ______________________________________________________ 
Chart #1

Considering options

My solution is _________________________________________________________________________________________
I think this is the most effective solution because ________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________

❐ ________   ❐ ________
❐ ________   ❐ ________

❐ ________   ❐ ________
❐ ________   ❐ ________

Choose among  
options

Specific outcomes

Ask students to draw a picture of the solution that they think 
would best solve the identified problem. You may wish to use the 
chart for Considering options to structure this activity. Repeat this 
process for other kinds of problems and solutions that students 
might encounter. See Solving the Problem (Critical Challenge) 
for detailed suggestions on how to teach and assess the tools for 
thoughtful problem solving.

This critical challenge may address these Alberta social studies outcomes:

Specific Outcome K.1.2.1 Students will appreciate feelings, ideas, stories and 
experiences shared by others.

Specific Outcome K.1.4.2 How can we show interest and sensitivity toward social, 
physical, cultural and linguistic diversity in the school, 
groups and communities?

Specific Outcome K.1.4.4 How can we show respect and acceptance of people as 
they are?

Specific Outcome K.2.5.5 In what ways can people contribute to a group or 
community?

Specific Outcome K.S.1.2 Students will compare and contrast information 
provided.

Specific Outcome K.S.5.1 Students will consider the needs of others.

Specific Outcome K.S.8.1 Students will listen to others in a socially appropriate 
manner.

Specific Outcome K.S.8.2 Students will respond appropriately to comments and 
questions, using language respectful of human diversity.
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Franklin’s New Friend 
Franklin has always lived in the same house in the same town and he’s grown up with 
the same friends. Then new neighbours move in—the Moose family! At school, Mr. Owl 
asks Franklin to be Moose’s buddy. Initially, Franklin is afraid of Moose because of his 
size but he soon realizes that, despite their differences, he has made a new friend.
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Adapted from I Can Make a Difference, edited by Mary Abbott, Roland Case and Jan Nicol 
(Richmond, BC: The Critical Thinking Consortium, 2002), 45–56.
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Name: ______________________________________________________ Chart #1

Considering options

My solution is _________________________________________________________________________________________

I think this is the most effective solution because ________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________

p ________   p ________ p ________   p ________

p ________   p ________ p ________   p ________
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Name: ______________________________________________________ Chart #2

Assessing Considering options chart

 Precognition Partial Basic Extended Sophisticated
  understanding understanding understanding understanding

Identifies 
solutions

Incompletely  
identifies solutions.

Partially identifies 
solutions.

Sufficiently  
identifies solutions.

Completely 
identifies solutions.

Assesses 
possible 
solutions 
in light of 
criteria

Inaccurately 
assesses possible 
solutions in light of 
criteria.

Simply assesses 
possible solutions 
in light of criteria.

Logically assesses 
possible solutions 
in light of criteria.

Insightfully 
assesses possible 
solutions in light of 
criteria.

Does not identify 
solutions.

Does not assess 
possible solutions in 
light of criteria.

Comments:

Selects a 
reasonable 
solution

Selects a 
reasonable  
solution but 
does not support 
decision. 

Selects a 
reasonable  
solution and simply 
supports decision.

Selects a 
reasonable  
solution and  
logically supports 
decision.

Selects a 
reasonable  
solution and 
insightfully 
supports decision.

Does not select 
a reasonable  
solution.


