Practise drawing
conclusions

Create a chart organized around the 5W questions and ask students
to look for clues to answer the “What” question. You may want
to use the chart Looking for clues to structure this activity. Write
their clues in one column. If students suggest a conclusion, write it
in the “conclusions” column and ask what they see in the picture
that encourages them to think that (e.g., “Why do you think it’s a
post office?”). Collect a number of student clues and conclusions.
Encourage students to locate additional clues in support of the
conclusions they offer.
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Repeat this procedure with questions Who? Where? When? and
Why? (Conclusions for the question, “When was this landmark
built?” can be answered with “Before I was born.” or “After I
was born.”) Encourage students to see the last question, “Why is
this landmark important?” as an invitation to explain the landmark’s purpose for
people in the community (e.g., shelter, education, belonging, fun, earn a living, food,
learning, remembering). Arrange for students to study another picture in pairs. Clues
and conclusions can be recorded in words or simple drawings.
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Assessment
Assess conclusions

Examine change
over time

Assist students in confirming or revising their conclusions by inviting community
members (e.g., local historians, elders, museum/archive staff, business owners) to the
class or by assembling community resources (e.g., Websites, archival information,
postcards or tourism pamphlets).
When the landmark research is complete, post all the photographs and conduct a
gallery walk. Ask students to notice what is similar and different about landmarks
from the past and present (e.g., “How have buildings changed in design? Purpose?
Materials used? Location?” “How has the look and uses of the land changed?”).
Make a record of conclusions students draw from the landmarks about ways in which
the community has stayed the same or changed.

Extension
As an extension, identify the landmarks on a simple map of the community. Provide
students with clues so that they may find the spot on the map, and then paste a small
image of the landmark there. You may want to invite students to play a “How do I get
to ...?” game by asking another student to provide directions (e.g., go up four squares
and across two squares) to assist students in using a map to travel to a designated
landmark.
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Specific outcomes
This critical challenge may address these Alberta social studies outcomes:

3 – Community landmarks

Specific Outcome 1.1.5.1

What are some familiar landmarks and places in my
community?

Specific Outcome 1.1.5.2

Why are these landmarks and places significant features
of the community?

Specific Outcome 1.2.1.6

Students will acknowledge and respect symbols of
heritage and traditions in their family and communities.

Specific Outcome 1.2.2.3

In what ways has my community changed over time
(e.g., original inhabitants, ancestors, generations, ways
of life)?

Specific Outcome 1.2.2.4

How have changes over time affected their families and
communities in the present?

Specific Outcome 1.2.2.5

In what ways have Aboriginal, Francophone and diverse
cultural groups contributed to the origins and evolution
of their communities over time?

Specific Outcome 1.S.3.1

Students will use a simple map to locate specific areas
within the school and community.

Specific Outcome 1.S.3.2

Students will ask geographic questions, such as asking
for directions.

Specific Outcome 1.S.7.3

Students will navigate within an electronic document.

Specific Outcome 1.S.7.4

Students will access and retrieve appropriate information
from electronic sources, when available, for a specific
inquiry.

Specific Outcome 1.S.7.5

Students will process information from more than one
source to retell what has been discovered.

Specific Outcome 1.S.7.6

Students will draw conclusions from organized
information.
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Clues (why I think this)
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