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Ukrainian-Canadian politics
Excerpt from an article entitled “Political activity in 
Western Canada, 1896–1923”, written by historians Orest T. 
Marynowych and Nadia Kazymyra, published as part of a 
book entitled A heritage in transition in 1982.
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Ukrainian settlers in the municipality of Franklin in Manitoba entered municipal poli-
tics in 1902 because their requests for roads, bridges, and schools were being ignored. 
When the provincial government also failed to support their request for a school, 
Theodosy Wachna convinced the settlers to break away from Franklin and create the 
municipality of Stuartburn. Except for the reeve [mayor/president], all members of the 
new municipality’s council were Ukrainian, with Wachna the first Ukrainian municipal 
secretary-treasurer in Canada. Within a year three schools and a post office were built. 
In 1908, with the election of Ivan Storosczuk as reeve, the Stuartburn council became 
the first all-Ukrainian municipal council in Canada. 

The situation in the Interlake region of Manitoba was similar. In Gimli the council 
was dominated by Icelandic settlers who had been concentrated near Lake Winnipeg 
since the 1870’s. They were not anxious to spend municipal funds for improvements 
in the interior settled by Ukrainians. In 1913 the Ukrainians, aided by a few German 
and Icelandic settlers, finally broke away and gained considerable influence in the new 
municipality of Kreuzberg.

… It was more difficult for Ukrainians to win election to city councils. Property quali-
fications enabled commercial elites to control such councils, particularly in Winnipeg, 
which had the largest urban concentration of Ukrainians. In 1906 fewer than 8000 of 
the city’s 100 000 residents were registered voters, and election to any municipal office 
required backing from powerful business interests. 
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