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Occupational and economic
development
Excerpt from an article written by historian Wsevolod
Isajiw entitled “Occupational and economic development,”
published in 1982.
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Comments in brackets are not part of the original document. They have been added to assist the reader with difficult words.

The seasonal labourers used the city as their base but moved around with their
work, which was usually in railway or road construction. Their season started
in the spring and lasted until about September, depending on the work available. Their wages varied from one subcontractor to another; in the 1920s, they
averaged about 25 to 30 cents an hour [$3–4 in 2011] for a 10-hour day, with
90 cents a day [$10–12 in 2011] deducted for board and lodging. The seasonal
construction worker lived, worked, and moved with his camp ….
Ukrainian workers were also employed in the mines, although fewer than in
construction work. They worked in Sudbury, Ontario, in mines as far east as
Sydney, Nova Scotia, and as far west as the coalfields of Alberta and British
Columbia. Wages in the mining industry were higher than those in construction
work. In the 1920s, an average wage was about 53 cents an hour on the surface,
with the pay higher underground, undoubtedly the highest wage earned by any
Ukrainian workers, including the farmers.
In the years up to World War II, many Ukrainian women in urban areas were
employed as domestic servants and restaurant workers, with a few in the foodprocessing industry …. The wages were usually low ….
Wsevolod Isajiw, “Occupational and economic development,” in Manoly R. Lupul (ed.), A heritage in transition: Essays
in the history of Ukrainians in Canada (Toronto, ON: McClelland and Stewart Limited, 1982), pp. 59-84.
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