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Hello, everyone and welcome to a brand new school year. It's wonderful to see educators excited about
a year which will hopefully be less challenging than the last couple, and ripe with possibilities.
I'd like to think about and I know many of you are already thinking about the question, "How will we start
the year in a good way?"
First, I think critical to starting the year in a good way is committing to knowing our learners deeply and
in an ongoing way. The diversity in our classrooms is beautiful and powerful. Students come to us with
a diversity of identities, neuro-diversity, and a wide variety of lived experiences. They are complex
humans with strengths and hopes and goals and worries and stressors that all contribute to who they
are and how they will engage in learning.
How can we remain curious and attuned to students? We may be tempted to think about learning gaps
as a result of the pandemic, but how can we surface what they do know, what they did learn, what
worked well for their learning in the past, and what has impeded their learning? Every moment of
interaction, every class activity, every assessment opportunity is an opportunity to learn our learners.
Let's start the year committing to remaining curious and growing our understanding of learners early
and in an ongoing way, making plans to regularly hear and attend to their voices.
What does all of that have to do with nurturing thinking? I think we've spent too long ignoring or trying to
mitigate the impact of emotions on learning, but the pandemic has reminded us that our thinking—our
learning—can be hijacked or impacted by all sorts of circumstances. This has always been true and so
it's important to think about in what ways have our practices impeded student thinking and learning by
perhaps not caring for their emotions or not honoring and centering their identities. When we see
students and educators as whole human beings, we become curious and compassionate. We teach the
person, not the curriculum. We learn as much as we teach.
As we celebrate 30 years at The Critical Thinking Consortium, we are grateful that our framework
remains a very powerful planning and implementation tool when thinking about any challenge we are
grappling with, or we'd like students to grapple with, and all four facets of our framework are equally
important—it is not enough to ask a great question, or to challenge students with an excellent learning
task. We have to know them well enough so that we can see and leverage their strengths and
intentionally support them in developing the tools they need to be excellent thinkers who can navigate
the complexities of our wonderful and challenging world with joy and compassion and thoughtful
actions.
This year, we are engaging in thoughtful reflection on all of our resources and practices, and we are
excited by what we are uncovering by both the excellent resources that support equity and antioppression, and by learning which ones need to be tweaked or removed, because they represent a
time when we didn't understand what we do today.

The Critical Thinking Consortium

-2-

Transcribed by https://otter.ai

This year, I encourage you to embark on your own journey of examining your practices with the same
curiosity and excitement. You will learn things that you would like to adopt and also things that you've
been doing for years that you now wish to abandon. That is inspiring.
We are so looking forward to supporting you on your journey in any way we can and to learning from
you and with you along the way. Please take care of yourselves and of each other as you start the year
off in a good way.
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