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Tip Sheet 11: Gathering Assessment Evidence Through 
Student Self-Assessment 

Challenges and Opportunities of Gathering Assessment Evidence Online  
Just as in face-to-face classrooms, observations and conversations are an essential element 
of effective assessment to both guide student learning and to arrive at a valid and reliable 
grade when evaluating their learning. In fact, online learning may help ensure greater equity 
in this regard, as shy or quiet students are often not overwhelmed by more vocal students in 
online learning environments. At the same time, extracting useful evidence of learning from 
lengthy threaded discussions can be onerous and time consuming for teachers. 

One way to learn more about student thinking is to teach students and then invite them 
regularly to self-assess their thinking.  

Student Self Assessments  

What is This? If we want students to look at schools as places where they learn how to 
reach thoughtful and informed conclusions for themselves, an important part of assessment 
efforts should be aimed at helping students get better at thinking. One of the most important 
ways in which students can improve their thinking is by learning to think about their thinking. 
This is exactly what students do when they self-assess their own thinking.  
 

How might this be helpful for assessment? Competent thinkers make use of five types of 
thinking tools: background knowledge, criteria for judgment, thinking strategies, habits of 
mind, and thinking vocabulary. These tools need to be explicitly taught to students, and 
practised and nurtured over time, for them to become competent thinkers. Each of these 
tools can be assessed by teachers to understand the growth of competency in thinking but 
they can also be the basis for students’ self-assessment.  

The use of well-constructed self-assessment tools can not only help students but help 
teachers by providing a window into student thinking. Understanding whether students have 
a sense of their strengths and areas for growth can support teachers’ efforts to provide more 
meaningful feedback and guidance. They can provide a catalyst for important conversations 
that focus on building competencies. Rich self-assessment tools: 

● are focussed on important competencies that are required in multiple contexts 
rather than on a particular assignment or activity 

● can be used on multiple occasions to help students see growth in their competency 
over time 

● invite students to consider where they fall on a continuum to avoid having to 
associate their competency with a number or grade 

● ask students to reflect on specific evidence from their words and actions that relate 
to the competency they are self-assessing 

● invite students to decide possible next steps they might take to continue to refine or 
develop the competency 
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How is this particularly useful in online learning? Although these tools are useful in face-
to-face settings, they can be invaluable in online learning environments. Teachers miss the 
rich assessment information that comes from simply watching a student as they grapple with 
a challenge or react to instruction. They pick up many clues from students’ facial 
expressions, body language, and from the casual conversations they use to connect with 
students. Rich student self-assessment tools can never replace those moments but can 
provide students with an avenue to express what they’re thinking about their own learning 
and teachers with some insight into how a student is engaging with a challenge.    

 

Modifiable templates are available for: Student Self-reflection/Self-assessment at 
https://tc2.ca/en/online/#assessment  

• Assessing my understanding of the task 
• Assessing my understanding of the task 
• Competency self-assessment (blank template) 
• Self-assessment: Reasoned judgment 
• Self-assessment: Multiple perspectives 

 

 

 

For more tip sheets and additional resources  
to support student learning online go to 

tc2.ca/online/ 

 

https://tc2.ca/en/online/#assessment

