Designing Meaningful Online Assessment

Tip Sheet 3: Assessments for Applying Learning in
Authentic Contexts
Challenges and Opportunities of Online Authentic Assessments

Online learning provides a rich opportunity to rethink traditional forms of assessment which
are often designed as either exercises in retrieval or evaluative thinking (e.g. adopting and
defending a position). Authentic assessments allow for students to constructive narratives
through a variety of mediums with purpose and audience in mind.
The use of the following practices and strategies can be used to design engaging authentic
assessments.
Knowledge Creation Tasks
What is it? Knowledge creation tasks invite students to be active participants in crafting a
narrative. Knowledge construction involves three interrelated yet distinct phases:
1. Engaging with authentic sources and being able to judge the reliability, veracity, and
value of various forms of evidence.
2. Meaning making through a careful analysis and insightful interpretation of the
evidence, often making connections that are not always obvious and often cut across
disciplines.
3. Constructing and sharing a narrative that uses story to communicate a coherent idea.
Such a task can take many forms including:
●
●
●
●
●

creating a museum exhibit or mounting an art exhibit
creating a playlist or compiling an anthology
compiling stories of triumph and tragedy during times of national or global crisis
developing the table of contents for a cookbook (or subsections for a chapter on a
math or science topic)
creating a digital jackdaw

These tasks are most powerful when they are framed with a clear purpose and audience
(e.g. Create a playlist for [insert audience] that [insert purpose]). Purpose and audience help
make the tasks more authentic and meaningful for students and create a clearer invitation to
students to think critically and make reasoned judgments about what to include. A clear
purpose and audience also help with the creation of criteria for what would make an effective
or compelling or illustrative product.
How might this be helpful for assessment? For assessment purposes, any or all of the
three phases could be used to gather evidence of learning depending on the intended
learning goals. For example:
●
●

Learning Goal: Select relevant and reliable sources of evidence—addressed
through the first phase
Learning Goal: Analyze and extract useful information from a variety of sources—
addressed through the second phase
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●

Learning Goal: Communicate with clarity for an intended purpose and audience—
addressed through the third phase

For example, if the primary goal is to assess students’ ability to understand and transfer
concepts then the most appropriate assessment task would be the curation of artifacts or
sample works in the creation of a playlist, an anthology, or a museum exhibit (phase 3).
Presumably phases 1 and 2 would have been completed through a variety of previous
activities and assessed through ongoing observation and conversation.
How can this be adapted for online learning?
● Use of Google Docs is helpful for students as they plan their response allowing for
ongoing teacher and peer guidance.
● Use of apps such as Flipgrid (https://info.flipgrid.com/), Anchor (https://anchor.fm), or
Zencastr (https://zencastr.com/) make the presentation of student created narratives
easy to share online.
Media Kits
What are Media Kits? Media kits are a form of curation, although rather than assemble
artifacts created by others, media kits are collections of student-created materials designed
to share their message to an audience or a variety of audiences using a variety of mediums.
How might this be helpful for assessment? Media kits help make the complex
manageable by allowing students to create smaller artifacts that become part of a larger
collective of understandings. Teachers can provide guidance as each artifact is created. The
media kits evolve as each piece is revised, polished, and added to the collection.
How can this be adapted for online learning? In an online learning environment, students
could be given an important event, cause, or action to promote. They would be encouraged
to create visuals, graphical images, video and audio recordings, and written pieces to be
included in their media kit. The creation of a variety of pieces using a variety of mediums
allows for students to play both within and outside their comfort zone, take risks, and in the
end choose the best pieces for communicating their message for the intended audience.
Variations of Media Kits
While Media Kits generally are created to promote a product or a cause the same process
can be used to deliver a multi-modal service. The following examples show where a variety
of mediums can be employed in an authentic context for students to demonstrate their
learning:
●
●
●

develop a visual plan for a well-balanced fitness routine for a target audience
develop a cross-Canada travel plan for a family
compile a set of “Best Advice for…”
For more tip sheets and additional resources
to support student learning online go to

tc2.ca/online/
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