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Tip Sheet 1: Adapting Tests 

Challenges and Opportunities of Online Testing 
Testing can be an efficient method of gathering evidence of student learning, yet in an online 
context it brings with it concerns of reliability. When testing is deemed the best method for 
assessing student progress some adjustments to typical testing designs and routines will 
need to be made to ensure it yields the desired evidence as reliably as possible. 

The use of the following practices and strategies can help in rethinking effective test design 
and how to best administer tests to ensure reliability. 
 

Question Type Online Adaptations 

 
Multiple 
Choice 

● Reduce the number of questions making each worth 5 marks:  
1 mark for the correct answer, 4 marks for explaining their 
selection. (Could also require explaining why the other options 
were not selected.) 

● Offer options for more than one correct answer or no correct 
answer. (Incorrect answers reveal gaps in knowledge, 
understanding, and/or skills.) 

 
Short Answer 
 

● Ask students to identify terms they believe are important, define 
each term, and justify its selection as an important term. 
Providing a bank to begin with but allowing students to add other 
terms—if they can clearly explain the significance—is an option. 

● Ask students to select the three most important features from a 
set of four or five features relating to a specific example of a 
concept. 

● Provide a list of possible steps to solve a problem. Ask students 
to order the correct steps. Include some steps that don’t work or 
have equations rearranged, or have some ambiguous or 
unnecessary steps. 

 
Select Best 
Option(s) 

● Ask students to select and justify the option or options that 
provide important information needed to solve a problem, show 
the procedural steps in solving the problem, or are accurate 
representations of the same idea. 
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Sample: Which steps are needed to simplify the following 
expression? 

 
 
Possible steps to choose from: 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
Natural extension: Ask students to generalize patterns they 
see or select details from the specific problems they could use 
to define a concept (e.g. ask them to fill in a Frayer Model that 
requires they identify the concept, define it in their own words, 
and provide examples and non-examples). 

● Provide a set of examples of a concept and a set of descriptors 
for each of the concepts. Ask students to draw lines to show 
connections between the concept and the appropriate 
descriptor. On each line ask them to write the relationship 
between the concept and the phrase (e.g. “is  caused by”, 
“leads to”, “proves that”) or select from a list of possible 
relationships. 

Paragraph/ 
Essay Responses 

● Frame questions to require students to defend a position or 
provide a justification using criteria and evidence. 

● Focus assessment of student responses on the effective use of 
relevant and accurate evidence to build a sound answer. 

● Provide the question in advance of the online test/exam to allow 
students time to gather evidence and thoughtfully consider their 
response. 
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Rate the 
Explanation 

● Provide students with two explanations for a concept or two 
conflicting responses to an issue (e.g. using editorials, accounts, 
or videos from sites such as YouTube or the Khan Academy).  

Ask students to determine which provides a better explanation 
or the more sound response considering relevant evidence. 

Remind students that their challenge is to weigh conflicting 
narratives to determine soundness rather than demonstrating 
correctness. This will require they use appropriate criteria for a 
sound explanation/response and draw upon their understanding 
of the concept or issue. 

 

Students as Test Designers 

In place of a test, provide students with the structure of a test for which they must: 

● select the most important terms, create multiple-choice questions, and/or develop an 
essay question 

●  justify why each item was selected and worthy of inclusion 
● provide a marking key including what to look for in quality paragraph or essay 

responses 

 
Learning Showcase 

Provide students with a set of essential learnings or overall expectations. Allow them to 
choose something they have learned during the course to show their understanding of each 
of the essential learnings/overall expectations. Encourage them to use specific details or 
examples to support their demonstration of learning. Remind students that a sound 
demonstration should:  

● provide a clear explanation of the concept, idea, or issue addressed by the key 
learning 

● use accurate and relevant details 
● be able to show how the concept, idea, or issue relates to world beyond the school  

 
 

 

For more tip sheets and additional resources  
to support student learning online go to 

tc2.ca/online/ 

 
 


