
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Sample Elementary Lesson Plan B 
 

How Would They See It? (Language Arts) 



 
 

 
 

 
  

Lesson challenge 
● Decide how similar or different 

points of view in a story are.  

Learning goals 
● Understand the concept of point of view  
● Use the concepts of similar and different to 

compare points of view in a story 
● Use details from a story to guide and 

support thinking and decisions 
● Make personal connections 

Required materials 
● Image 1 (one copy) 
● Chart paper, whiteboard, or digital display  
● A story or book with at least two characters 
● Activity sheet: How similar or different? (one copy) 
● Activity sheet: describing points of view (one copy per student) 

GRADE LEVELS: K-3 | SUGGESTED TIME REQUIRED: 20-30 minutes  
(This lesson can also be adapted for a longer book study).  
 

How would they see it? 
 
In this lesson, students use details from a story to accurately identify and  
compare different points of view.   



Lesson Timeline 
 
 
Activate prior 
knowledge 
 
Introduce point of 
view 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Make predictions 
 
Share the lesson 
challenge 
 
 
 
 
 
Model effective 
thinking 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Review lesson 
challenge 
 
Respond to the 
challenge 
 
 
 
 

Before Reading 
 
• Begin the lesson by showing your class the picture of broccoli from Image 1.  
• Invite students to share their thoughts and feelings about what they observe. 
• As students share, use their ideas to introduce the concept of point of view. Explain 

that there can be many different ways of seeing and feeling the same thing. 
Encourage your students to suggest other situations where people may have 
different points of view.  

• Display the images of the Venn diagrams from the Activity sheet: How similar or 
different? Ask students to imagine that the blue circle represents students’ point of 
view on broccoli, and the red circle represents a doctor’s point of view on broccoli.  

• Invite students to decide which arrangement best shows how similar or different 
the points of view on broccoli might be. Encourage students to share their thinking 
with the class.  

• Explain that just like people can have many points of view on broccoli, there can be 
characters in a book with different points of view.  

• Show the cover of the book they will be reading or listening and perhaps read the 
synopsis on the back cover. Invite students to use details from the covers to predict 
what point of view the book might be told from. 

• Explain that the lesson challenge is to decide how similar or different points of view 
in a story are.  

 
 
During Reading 
• Read your selected story, pausing to demonstrate thoughtful reading:  

o For younger students, consider reading the story in sections. Pause at 
points where story details could reveal points of view. Pose questions such 
as:  

§ “What does this character think or feel?“ 
§ “What other characters might have a point of view?” 
§ “How would this character see or feel about this?” 

• Continue reading the story, and encourage your students to point out any details 
that help describe the points of view. Consider noting student ideas on chart paper 
for use later in this lesson. 

• For older students, provide each student with a copy of the Activity sheet: 
Describing points of view. Guide students in noting two characters from the story, 
then using events from the story to describe how the characters see, feel, or think.   

 
After Reading 
• After reading the story to the class, remind them of the lesson challenge: 
• Decide how similar or different points of view in a story are.  
• Guide a discussion of the story: 

o For younger students, once again display the images from the Activity 
sheet: How similar or different? After labeling each circle with a different 
character from the story, invite students to decide which arrangement best 
shows how similar or different the characters’ points of view are. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Assessing thinking 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Possible extensions 
and modifications 

Encourage students to use details from the story to guide and support their 
thinking.  

o With older students, organize your students into small groups. Invite your 
students to describe how the characters would have viewed, thought, or 
felt about events from the story. Ask groups to complete the activity sheet, 
selecting or creating an image to compare the characters’ points of view.  

• To conclude the lesson, ask your students to think of time when they may have 
acted without thinking about other points of view. Discuss how identifying and 
thinking about other points of view may have changed each situation.  

• Invite students to suggest how they can discover someone’s point of view. Student 
suggestions might include putting yourself in their shoes, seeing with their eyes, or 
asking thoughtful questions.  
 

• While reading or listening to student thinking, notice the extent to which students 
are able to: 

o use details from the story to identify, describe, and compare points of view; 
o use details from the story to guide and support thinking and decisions; and  
o make personal connections to the story and the concept of point of view.  

 
• If there are more than two characters and points of view in a story, consider 

assigning groups different characters. Ask groups to use details from the story to 
describe and compare their assigned points of view.  

• Invite students to retell a selected part of a story from a different point of view 
using words and/or pictures.  

 

 


