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The Critical Thinking Consortium

TC² is a non-profit organization of Partner groups and Individual Members. 

Each year we support many thousands of educators through a range of 
face-to-face, online and print resources and services developed around a 
classroom-proven approach to embedding critical thinking. Our aim is to 
help students learn to think and think to learn.

The Critical Thinking Consortium (TC²) was constituted on November 18th, 
1993 at an inaugural meeting held at Simon Fraser University attended by 
approximately 30 district leaders, academics and educators. This association, 
then called The Critical Thinking Cooperative, was formed in response to 
emerging interest in a document about critical thinking commissioned by 
the BC Ministry of Education in May 1993 and released in September of that 
year. Written by Jerrold Coombs, LeRoi Daniels of the University of British 
Columbia and Sharon Bailin and Roland Case of Simon Fraser, the report 
laid out a conception of critical thinking for use in guiding curriculum, 
instruction and assessment.

The Critical Thinking Consortium 
1580 West Broadway 
Vancouver, BC, V6J 5K8 
Canada

Phone: 604-639-6325  
Fax: 604-639-6325 
Email: mail@tc2.ca

For a complete list of our titles, 
please visit our website at 
www.tc2.ca
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Back-to-School Sale!

Back
-to-

School
Back
-to-

School

SAVE 30% on teaching resources that support critical, creative 
and collaborative thinking, it is the perfect time to stock up and 
plan for a successful year ahead.

Partners and Members get an ADDITIONAL 20% off the 
discounted price.  That's a total savings of 50%!

Read on to learn more about the titles on sale...

Upgrade your teaching resources 
for the new school year!
Buy the back-to-school basics from  TC2 without 
breaking your budget

Quantities on some titles are limited.
Sale ends September 30, 2016.
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GEOGRAPHY/SOCIAL STUDIES

Brazilian Rain Forest
Corin Browne, Lindsay Hughes, Catriona Misfeldt, Karen Sclater, 
Dean Smith, Val Windsor

Throughout the six challenges in this unit, students take on the role of investi-
gative journalists in researching the issues surrounding the Brazilian rain forest 
as seen through the eyes of different stakeholder groups. Detailed suggestions 
support students in thinking critically as they keep a reporter's log, identify 
issues and underlying interests, analyze photographs, prepare graphic displays 
and eventually produce a video documentary or a live audio-visual presentation 
on their findings. 

This title is Ministry approved for use in the following subjects, grade levels and 
provinces. Links provide curricular connections where available: Social Studies: 
6 (BC), Social Studies: 7 (Manitoba)

Managing Our Natural Wealth
Tom King, Wendy Amy, Mark Woloshen

The first four of the eight challenges in this unit introduce Canada's natural 
resources. Students determine the two most important resources found in their 
homes. In a game planning a trip across Canada, students plot latitude and 
longitude coordinates, learning the Canadian provinces, territories and their 
capital cities, and the most valuable resources in each area. Students decide which 
resource industries Canada should further develop and what this might involve.

The final four challenges focus on forestry, fishing and mining in British Co-
lumbia. Students learn of problems facing each industry and propose solutions 
that are environmentally and economically sound. 

This title is Ministry approved for use in the following subjects, grade levels 
and provinces. Links provide curricular connections where available: Social 
Studies: 5 (BC)

Softcover • 131 pages • 8.5″ × 11″ 

R  Intermediate (4–6) 

ISBN: 978-0-86491-256-0: 

Price: $27.95  SALE PRICE: $19.57

Softcover • 154 pages • 8.5″ × 11″ 

R  Intermediate (4–6)

ISBN: 978-0-84691-240-4

Price: $27.95  SALE PRICE: $19.57

On Sale Now!

https://tc2.ca/shop/index.php?main_page=product_info&cPath=1_113&products_id=2035
https://tc2.ca/shop/index.php?main_page=product_info&cPath=1_113&products_id=2034
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HISTORY

The Resourcefulness of the Inuit
Wendy Amy, Kathryn Clark, Micky Cole, Barbara Daniels, Karen 
Duncan, Mary-Lynn Epps, Patricia Finlay, Tom King, Leona E 
Kyrytow, Terrill MacDonald, Kim Needham, Jane Phillips, Amy Tang

The eleven challenges in this unit celebrate the cultural uniqueness and re-
sourcefulness of the Inuit both past and present. Students infer from drawings 
how the Inuit traditionally met their basic needs and the challenges they faced. 
They then examine modern-day life and what we can learn from the Inuit. In-
cluded in these activities is a simulated general store where students purchase 
the clothing and supplies needed for a trip to the Arctic. Three supplementary 
literature-based challenges further explore resourcefulness of the Inuit. 

"I want to congratulate you on the excellence of the TC² resources. I love 
the Inuit book for grade four and so do my grade fours!!! We are well 
into it. It is beautifully put together and has made teaching social studies 
a real pleasure. It is wonderful to have all the resources, pictures, and 
assessment in one book… Abbortsford teachers are very excited about 
the resources and good for you for giving us something that is excellent 
in every aspect!"

- Grade 4 teacher, Abbotsford, BC

Softcover • 167 pages • 8.5″ × 11″ 

R  Intermediate (4–6) 

ISBN: 978-0-86491-252-7
Price: $27.95  SALE PRICE: $19.57

Immigration in 20th Century Canada
Harry Lewis, Don Phillips, David White, Liana Ferraro-Hsu, Jen 
Phillipson, Alison Plesko, Owen Scharf

The eight challenges in this unit explore the historical and contemporary 
treatment of immigrant groups. After researching positive immigration stories 
in their own family histories, students analyze the uneven reception of immi-
grant groups from the early Europeans to present-day "economic" refugees. In 
studying current immigration policies, students review hypothetical applicants 
to determine who to accept as landed immigrants, critique the current points 
system, establish an immigration quota and send a letter to the Minister of 
Citizenship and Immigration. 

This title is Ministry approved for use in the following subjects, grade levels 
and provinces. Links provide curricular connections where available: Civics: 
11 (British Columbia), History: 11 (Manitoba)

"Immigration in 20th Century Canada … it’s fantastic!"

- Secondary teacher, Surrey, BC

Softcover • 139 pages • 8.5″ × 11″ 

R Primary (K–3) R  Intermediate (4–6) 
R Middle (7–9) R  Post-secondary 

ISBN: 978-0-86491-254-1
Price: $27.95  SALE PRICE: $19.57

https://tc2.ca/shop/index.php?main_page=product_info&cPath=1_118&products_id=13
https://tc2.ca/shop/index.php?main_page=product_info&cPath=1_118&products_id=23
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HISTORY/SOCIAL STUDIES

Legacies of Ancient Egypt
David Scott, Cliff Falk, Jenny Kierstead

In the nine challenges in this unit, students explore the wonders of Ancient Egypt 
by creating a museum exhibition. The activities include deciphering drawings 
of various aspects of Egyptian civilization; deciding upon the most significant 
similarities and differences between Ancient Egypt and present-day Canada; 
researching and designing exhibits about the wonders of Ancient Egypt; devel-
oping ads in media of their choice to promote the exhibition; and deciding on 
the most impressive legacy of Ancient Egypt. 

This title is Ministry approved for use in the following subjects, grade levels and 
provinces. Links provide curricular connections where available: Social Studies: 
7 (BC), Social Studies: 8 (Manitoba)

Teaching Archaeological Thinking
Judy Wearing

This resource focuses on six interrelated concepts central to students' ability to 
think critically about archaeology:

• archaeological significance
• archaeological perspective
• cause and consequence

Softcover • 8.5″ × 11″ 

R  Intermediate (4–6)  R  Middle (7–9)

ISBN: 978-0-86491-238-1

Price: $27.95  SALE PRICE: $19.57

Softcover • 154 pages • 8.5″ × 11″ 

R  Intermediate (4–6)

ISBN: 978-0-84691-240-4

Price: $19.95  SALE PRICE: $13.97

• similarity and difference
• evidence and inperpretation
• value judgement

Features:

• Clear explanations of the six concepts and how to apply them in the 
classroom.

• A wealth of specific suggestions and activities to use archaeology to en-
rich your program of studies for junior through senior secondary grades.

• Extended teaching examples to illustrate how to connect critical think-
ing in archaeology to your curriculum.

• Generic blackline masters for use with our activities and with your own 
created lessons.

• Rich archaeology examples and resources that link critical thinking in 
archaeology to Canadian learning expectations.

https://tc2.ca/shop/index.php?main_page=product_info&cPath=1_118&products_id=14
https://tc2.ca/shop/index.php?main_page=product_info&cPath=1_114&products_id=29
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Exploring Identity, Inclusion and 
Citizenship
Rick Beardsley, Elizabeth Byrne-Lo, Jennifer Hales, Donna Lee, Mike 
Perry-Whittingham, Christine Stewart, Paula Waatainen

Pivotal Voices offers a new approach to teaching history. It recognizes there is 
no one story for most historical events, but rather differing accounts depending 
upon whose story is being told.

Although it focuses on the lead up, details and aftermath of riots in Vancouver 
at the turn of the twentieth century, these materials explore one of the most 
important questions in Canadian social, political and economic history from 
the perspectives of five key groups: Aboriginal, Chinese, European, Japanese, 
and South Asian people. 

The six challenges can be taught as a complete unit or as "stand alone" lessons 
that focus on particular themes:

• cultural and race relations in nineteenth century Canada
• the identity and historical experiences of five groups in Canada during 

the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries
• the particulars of the 1907 Vancouver riots
• government treatment of marginalized groups in the early twentieth 

century
• Canada's progress towards a more inclusive society in the past 100 years

Joan of Arc and the Hundred Years War
Catriona Misfeldt, Stacey Dawson, Matt Driediger, Mike Parker, 
Rishard Rolph

Three extended challenges are set within the Hundred Years' War. In the first 
challenge, students explore the "true" character of Joan of Arc by examining 
primary documents from competing perspectives. The second challenge is a 
re-enactment of Joan's trial as a heretic and traitor. In the final challenge, stu-
dents compare the personal, economic, political and social devastation of the 
Black Death with the modern day HIV/AIDS epidemic.

Softcover • 131 pages • 8.5″ × 11″ 

R  Intermediate (4–6) 

ISBN: 978-0-86491-256-0

Price: $32.95  SALE PRICE: $23.07

Softcover • 125 pages • 8.5″ × 11″ 

R  Middle (7–9)

ISBN:978-0-86491-264-0

Price: $27.95  SALE PRICE: $19.57

https://tc2.ca/shop/index.php?main_page=product_info&cPath=1_118&products_id=815
https://tc2.ca/shop/index.php?main_page=product_info&cPath=1_118&products_id=20
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Canada's Constitutional Crisis
A Simulation

Aric Hayes, Phyllis Schwartz

In this 10-15 hour simulation, students are delegates to a contemporary consti-
tutional conference. They must develop, negotiate, revise and ultimately decide 
whether or not to support proposed amendments to Canada's constitution. 
Although the constitutional issues can be modified, the prepared materials focus 
on four topics: cultural diversity and equity; language protection; Aboriginal 
rights; and federal/provincial power sharing.

Critical Challenges for Primary 
Students
This expanded collection of 20 detailed lesson plans invites kindergarten to grade 3 
children to think critically about a range of topics drawn from language arts, math-
ematics, science and social studies. The teaching activities are organized around 
five themes:community/environment, moral dilemmas, teaching and learning 
from others, human nature, and family. The resource features such challenges as:

• designing a community
• learning to ask powerful questions
• making a lasting contribution to someone in the community
• solving a schoolyard problem.

This new edition has been greatly expanded to include newly created assessment 
rubrics for every challenge in both collections, many more student activity 
sheets to scaffold their learning, and an enhanced focus on teaching the "tools" 
to think critically.

This title is Ministry approved for use in the following subjects, grade levels and 
provinces. Links provide curricular connections where available:

• Social Studies: K, 1, 2, 3 (Alberta)
• Social Studies: 1, 2, 3 (Manitoba)

Softcover • 110 pages • 8.5″ × 11″ 

R Middle (7–9) R  Senior (10–12) 

ISBN: 978-0-86491-196-4
Price: $27.95  SALE PRICE: $19.57

Softcover • 8.5″ × 11″ 

R Primary (K–3) 

ISBN: 978-0-86491-284-8
Price: $27.95  SALE PRICE: $19.57

HISTORY/POLITICS-CIVICS-ACTIVISM/SOCIAL STUDIES

CROSS-CURRICULAR/ENGLISH-LANGUAGE ARTS/MATHEMATICS/SOCIAL STUDIES

https://tc2.ca/shop/index.php?main_page=product_info&cPath=1_115&products_id=25
https://tc2.ca/shop/index.php?main_page=product_info&cPath=1_118&products_id=2
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Developing Independent-Mindedness
Stargirl novel study
Bianca Lavorata & Stefanie Pouwels

This six- to eight-week novel study is designed to help students explore the habit 
of mind of independent-mindedness and nurture a sense of personal identity 
in the face of social pressures. Twenty lessons are organized in three sections:

• Understanding independent-mindedness (3 lessons)
• Examining independent-mindedness in the novel Stargirl (12 lessons)
• Examining personal independent-mindedness (5 lessons)

Each lesson presents a critical challenge designed to nurture students’ under-
standing of this habit of mind and to further their ability to create and implement 
their own independent-mindedness action plans.

“This book makes you think. Are you really being yourself? Or are you 
hiding your personality to be a person you are not?”

“It [the novel study] changed the way I think during any situation. I also 
realized that before, most of the decisions I made were non-independent 
minded. Now I feel more confident and independent-minded.”

Celebrating Families
Karen Bates, Carolyn Edwards, Kristina Laffling, Rita Manzo, Tami 
McDiarmid, Trish Musselle, Elain Spracklin

The eight challenges in this unit focus on the similarities and differences among 
families. Throughout the unit, students compile and create materials for inclu-
sion in a family memory box. The activities include creating and presenting 
clues about family members to other students who try to guess the identity of 
the mystery family member; deciding which of their family memories are the 
most powerful; exploring the benefits of different-sized families; and planning 
key aspects of an event to celebrate with their families what they have learned. 

"I just have to tell you how thrilled I am with the Celebrating Families 
Critical Thinking unit. I have been working through it with my grade 1/2 
students. It is unbelievable. They are generating some amazing thinking 
and some very powerful responses to family events."

-Primary teacher, Richmond, BC
This title is Ministry approved for use in the following subjects, grade levels 
and provinces. Links provide curricular connections where available: Social 
Studies: K-7 (British Columbia)

Softcover • 95 pages • 8.5″ × 11″ 

R  Intermediate (4–6)  
R Middle (7–9) 

ISBN: 978-086491-359-3
Price: $27.95  SALE PRICE: $19.57

Softcover • 119 pages • 8.5″ × 11″ 

R Primary (K–3)

ISBN: 978-0-86491-246-6

Price: $27.95  SALE PRICE: $19.57

IDENTITY AND CHARACTER

IDENTITY AND CHARACTER/LITERACY

https://tc2.ca/shop/index.php?main_page=product_info&cPath=1_557&products_id=1479
https://tc2.ca/shop/index.php?main_page=product_info&cPath=1_118&products_id=7
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Active Citizenship
Student Action Projects

Roland Case, Cliff Falk, Neil Smith, Walt Werner

This resource provides a framework for elementary and secondary teachers 
to guide students in planning and implementing a social action project. Five 
student tasks comprise the problem-solving model at the heart of this approach: 
clarifying the problem, agreeing on a solution, planning a course of action, and 
implementing and evaluating the action. The "tools" to help students thought-
fully carry out each task are developed through a variety of learning activities. 
There are case studies and blackline masters for student use as well as discussion 
documents to provide teachers with additional background in social action and 
critical thinking.

This title is Ministry approved for use in the following subjects, grade levels 
and provinces. Links provide curricular connections where available:Civics: 
11 (British Columbia), Social Justice: 12 (British Columbia), Social Studies: 7 
(Manitoba)

Softcover • 93 pages • 8.5″ × 11″ 

R  Intermediate (4–6) R Middle (7–9) 
R  Senior (10–12)

ISBN: 978-0-86491-260-2
Price: $27.95 SALE PRICE: $19.57

SOCIAL RESPONSIBILITY

Rights, Roles and Responsibilities
Mara Coward, Susan Johnson, Roberta MacQuarrie, Mary Mulleady, 
Patti Taunton, Cara Tole, Susan Whyte, May Wong, Lynn Zuekilke

The nine challenges in this unit explore the responsibilities of various school 
roles, including students' own responsibilities. In the introductory section on 
needs and wants, students learn to recognize what is needed for different objects 
to work, activities to take place and people to function. 

They then consider their most important learning needs at school and the 
responsibilities they and others have to ensure that these needs are met. In the 
final challenge, students monitor and assess how well they meet their respon-
sibilities to themselves and to others. 

This title is Ministry approved for use in the following subjects, grade levels and 
provinces. Links provide curricular connections where available: Social Studies: 
K – 1 (BC), Social Studies: K, 1, 2, 3 (Alberta), Social Studies: 1 (Manitoba)Softcover • 109 pages • 8.5″ × 11″ 

R Primary (K–3) 

ISBN: 978-0-86491-248-X
Price: $27.95  SALE PRICE: $19.57

https://tc2.ca/shop/index.php?main_page=product_info&cPath=1_118&products_id=10
https://tc2.ca/shop/index.php?main_page=product_info&cPath=1_118&products_id=16
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I Can Make A Difference

Carole Ford, Julie Ashelee, Tami McDiarmid, Nicki Frew, Dorothy 
Fultz, Rita Manzo, Trish Musselle

The nine challenges in this collection support primary students in undertaking 
responsible "social" action - in the home, at school, and in the broader com-
munity. The first section is on fulfilling one's responsibilities in the face of a 
problem situation - from assuming one's fair share of household or school chores 
to welcoming a newcomer from another community or country. The second 
section focuses on provocative efforts to enhance the community - deciding how 
to cheer up an elderly person, assembling a care package to support a homeless 
person and passing along an act of kindness.

This title is published by The Critical Thinking Consortium, with the support of 
the Ministry of Education, Province of British Columbia. This title is Ministry 
approved for use in Social Studies: 1-7 (British Columbia).

Softcover • 134 pages • 8.5″ × 11″ 

R Primary (K–3) 

ISBN: 978-0-86491-262-6

Price: $27.95  SALE PRICE: $19.57

https://tc2.ca/shop/index.php?main_page=product_info&cPath=1_118&products_id=9
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Join TC2

Partnership 
Become a TC2 Partner and make an 
impact!

The Critical Thinking Consortium is a partnership of 
schools, school districts and other educational organi-
zations. 

The chief reason to join the Consortium is that the con-
ception of critical thinking developed by TC² provides 
a powerful model for fostering critical thinking in the 
classroom. 

The basic principle of the Consortium is that members 
join in common purpose with other Partners in a net-
work of educators committed to long-term, field-based 
support. We work collaboratively with our Partners to 
build sustainable capacity and create positive synergies.

The following benefits more than return the modest 
annual partnership fee:

 ; All Partner employees receive free access to 
the TC² online resource EGTcollections

 ; Inquiry-pacs licenses, TC² publications and 
services are offered to Partners at a 20% 
discount.

 ; Partners receive a complimentary copy of each 
new publication that TC² releases.

 ; Partners receive access to a number of 
professional learning resources and other 
materials not available to the general public.

 ; Annual partnership fees allow TC² to provide 
ongoing consultation to develop programs, 
access to comprehensive resources and 
discounts for professional learning services 
for Partners. The fees are based on the type of 
organization and the number of teachers on 
staff. 

Organization Annual Partner fee
School*

50 or fewer teachers $400

51 or more teachers $600

Multiple-site school with 250 or 
fewer teachers

$750

Multiple-site school with 251 or 
more teachers

$1000

District*

Fewer than 500 teachers $1000

501 – 1250 teachers $1500

1251 – 3000 teachers $2000

3001 – 6000 teachers $3000

6001 – 10 000 teachers $4000

Region*

More than 10 000 teachers Negotiable

Learning consortium $1000

Professional association $250

* includes access to the three online resource collections

Testimonials...
People are so on fire after this morning and they want you to come again this summer. We [are preparing] critical challenges with criteria for each grade K through 7. You have converts!
—Principal, Elementary school, Surrey, BC

I would like to discuss with you in the fall the possibility of having you work with our Grade 6 teachers using the same model. Never have I had so much positive feedback about a [program].
—Director of Instructional Services,  Northern Alberta 
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Individual Membership

Individual Member fees

Annual fee: $40.00

Teacher candidates*: $20.00

*Students enrolled in a faculty of education preparing to be certified as teachers.  
Graduate students purchase memberships at the regular price.

Note: Individual memberships are intended for people who are not employed by one of our Partner 
groups. Please contact our administrator at mail@tc2.ca if you have any questions.

Join as an individual and start 
making a difference!

If your district, school or faculty is NOT a TC² Partner, 
you may want to become an Individual Member of our 
Consortium. The annual membership fee enables you to 
enjoy a wide range of benefits.

Benefits
 ; Access to our online resource collections such 

as Tools for Thought, Critical Challenges and 
SourceDocs

 ; Discount of 20% on TC² print teaching 
resources and Inquiry-pacs licenses

 ; Access to our professional learning resources 
such as Critical Discussions, Stories from the 
Classroom, The Thinking Teacher and Tips for 
Teachers

 ; Pre-release notification with special discounts 
on all new TC² publications

 ; Invitations to review and pilot new resources

Join now and get  $10 off your annual membership fee!Use discount code  JOINTC2  upon purchase.

mailto:mail%40tc2.ca?subject=Membership%20inquiry
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