Tools for

Thought S I 't . 't . f . .
targeted using criteria to help select stories or questions for inquiry and
adaptable investigation
Primary
Intermediate
Middle Objectives: ¢ understand how criteria can be used to help select stories or
Senior questions for inquiry and further learning
e select worthy stories or questions when learning about local
histories
What stories or events should | learn more about?
Use the following activities to develop the strategy
Introduce the strategy »  Organize students into small groups (2-3 students)

and provide each group with a copy of Ranking
the Stories (Activity sheet A). Draw students’
attention to the left-hand column of the activity
sheet, inviting them to imagine that they are
reporters for a school newspaper. Inform them
that their task is to decide which story is most
worth investigating and learning more about.
Explain that they will rank the stories from
most to least worthy of investigation.

»  Instruct students to decide which story is
the most worthy of further investigation.

» Invite students to share their decisions and reasons with the class.
Consider tallying the responses to determine which story was considered most
worthy. As students share their decisions, co-develop or introduce the criteria for determining
which story is worthy of inquiry and further learning:

e Information: Is there adequate information or sources to further explore and inquire into
the story?

o [Interest: Will people find the story interesting and relevant?
e Importance: Does the story connect to or reveal a bigger issue or important question?

»  Prompt students to reconsider their initial decision using the criteria. Invite groups to share
their decision and reasons with the class.

»  Suggest to students that the criteria can be helpful when determining if a story is worthy of
investigation and further inquiry.

»  Inform students that the goal of the lesson is to discover how to determine which stories
may be worth learning more about. Invite students to suggest what occupations might use
this strategy. Encourage students to share their ideas with the class.
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TEACHER RESOURCE

Practise the strategy

Apply the strategy to learn
more about a local history

Assess use of the strategy

>

>

>

Organize students into small groups (2-3 students)
and provide each student with Selecting a Story for
Inquiry (Activity sheet B). Explain to students that
their task is to use the criteria select a story from a
community history for further investigation and
inquiry. Remind students to provide reasons for
each rating.

Encourage students to share their ratings and
reasons with the class.

Provide students with a blank version of
Selecting a Story for Inquiry (Activity sheet C) and
encourage them to use the strategy in a variety of
situations:

e Selecting or creating an inquiry question when
investigating a local history.

e Assessing the extent to which story from a
local, regional, or national newspaper or
website is worthy of further inquiry and
investigation.

e Inviting older family or community mem-
bers to describe what the community was like when
they were younger.

e Choosing a story from the history of a local community for further inquiry and
investigation.

Encourage students to use Assessing My Understanding:
Selecting Stories for Inquiry (Assessment Material) to self-
assess their use of this strategy.

e Allow students opportunities to apply the strategy two or
three times without assessment.

oy o, tang,
Nt Horgy ot ke

-

e Guide students in interpreting and using the rubric to
assess their own responses.

* Encourage students to use the rubric whenever they
use this strategy.

¢ To use the rubric for teacher assessment of student
work, remove the first person (student) reference
from each descriptor.

Selecting stories for inquiry
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e ASSESSMENT MATERIAL N

Assessing My Understanding:
Selecting Stories for Inquiry

Name:

Use the scales below to assess your understanding of the strategy for selecting stories for
inquiry. Include examples to show how you have met the success criteria. Remember to
describe the next steps in your learning.

Success criteria How am | doing?
| clearly understand what makes 1 2 3 4 5
a story or event worthy of < >
. . . ! i ! it!
investigation. Wo:g‘n;t'(')'n " 've got it
Examples: . o
Next steps (e.g., add more evidence, use criteria,
ask for help):
| can effectively apply the criteria 1 2 3 4 5
for what makes a story or event < >
worthy of investigation. I'm still I've got it!
working on it
Examples:
Next steps (e.g., add more evidence, use criteria,
ask for help):
- J
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