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Overview

Critical task

Requisite
tools

Broad
understanding

Critical Challenge

What should we all know?

Identify the ten key aspects of Canada’s World War I internment 
operations that all Canadians should know about.

In this challenge, students decide on the most important features of 
Canada’s World War I internment operations. Students review the key 
details of the event. They then consider four aspects about an injustice 
that are important to remember: what went on (key events), why it 
happened (causes), what happened as a result (consequences) and what 
we might learn from the event (lessons learned). Students apply these 
questions to a video recording of an interview about the internment 
operations prior to compiling the information they have learned about 
one of the four aspects of the event. Groups representing each of the 
aspects share their findings with each other and then with the entire 
class. Individually, students decide upon ten key ideas covering the four 
aspects of the injustice that all Canadians should remember.

All historical injustices are complex, multi-dimensional phenomena. It 
is important to remember key aspects of injustices and to honour the 
memory of those who have suffered past injustices in order to reduce 
the likelihood of similar injustices reoccurring. 

Background knowledge

• knowledge of causes, events, consequences and lessons learned 
about World War I internment 

Criteria for judgment

• criteria used to select essential information (for example, is an 
important feature of the event, would be meaningful to those who 
experienced the event, helps to ensure that history doesn’t repeat 
itself)

Critical thinking vocabulary

Thinking strategies

• data chart
 

Habits of mind

7

Objectives

bias
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Required Resources

Activity sheets

Assembling ideas Blackline Master #7.1
Selection of key features of the event Blackline Master #7.2

Videos

Internee descendants
Canadian World War I Internment Recognition Fund website (YouTube video 

series): http://www.internmentcanada.ca/pop-video4.html)

Assessment rubric

Assessing the selection of key aspects Blackline Master #7.3

The communities affected by the internment operations include Ukrainians, Bulgarians, Croatians, 
Czechs, Germans, Hungarians, Italians, Jews, various people from the Ottoman Empire, Polish, 
Romanians, Russians, Serbians, Slovaks, Slovenes, among others of which most were Ukrainians 
and most were civilians.
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Session One

1. Invite students to suggest what are the most important or meaningful 
insights or pieces of information they have learned about the World  
War I internment. If students had the authority to decide what every 
Canadian should learn about this event, what features would they include? 
Record their ideas on the board.

2. Ask students to consider what categories or kinds of information would 
be most important to remember about World War I internment. Invite 
students to suggest categories and cluster the previously explored ideas 
around four key themes:

• What went on (key events)?

• Why did it happen (causes)?

• What happened as a result (consequences)?

• What might we learn from the event (lessons learned)?

3. Distribute a copy of Assembling ideas (Blackline Mas-
ter #7.1) to each student. Arrange for students to view 
Internee descendants, a short video they have already 
seen. While viewing, ask students to identify at least 
two examples of key events, causes, consequences 
and potential lessons learned. Invite students to 
share their findings with the rest of the class.

4. Direct students working in pairs to compile 
information on one of the four aspects of World 
War I internment from the work they com-
pleted in Lessons 1 through 6. Ensure that 
there are a few pairs addressing each aspect, 
but they need not be identical numbers. 
Ask students to record their findings on 
Blackline Master #7.1. If students require 
additional information, you may wish to 
recommend that they consult sources 
listed in the bibliography, especially to view 
other relevant clips in the YouTube video series found 
on the Canada’s World War I Internment Recognition website.

5. When students have compiled their information about the four aspects, 
invite them to share their findings and to collectively agree on ten key 
ideas that include all four aspects. Suggest that students consider the 
following criteria when deciding upon their top choices:

• It is an important feature of the event (not a minor detail).

• It would be meaningful to those who experienced the event.

• It might be helpful to ensure that history doesn’t repeat itself.

Introduce the task
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7.1 Assembling ideas
Events

Causes

Consequences

Lessons learned

HISTORICINJUSTICE

Introduce the key  
aspects of an injustice

Identify examples  
of each aspect

Assemble suggestions  
to consider

Introduce criteria  
for selection
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6. Arrange for all the student pairs who worked on the same aspect to as-
semble at a large table. (Create two groups if the number of students 
addressing one of the aspects is very large.) Ask students to draw spaces 
for each pair around the sides of a large sheet of paper and a common 
block in the middle. Students begin by recording their own ideas in the 
space directly in front of them. One by one, each pair shares what they 
have written. Then students discuss which of their ideas meet the criteria 
listed above. After consensus is reached, they record the key ideas in the 
centre of the paper.

7. Arrange for each group to record all of its conclu-
sions on the board in note form. Ask representatives 
from each group to explain each entry and offer 
reasons for the selection with the rest of the class.

8. After the presentations are complete, invite 
students individually to use Selection of key 
features of the event (Blackline Master #7.2) 
to record and explain approximately ten 
key features that collectively cover all the 
aspects of World War I internment that all 
Canadians need to remember. Encourage 
students to justify their choices in light 
of the three criteria discussed above 
(important, meaningful and helpful).

Assessment

1. Assess student understanding of the four aspects 
of World War I internment using the rubric in 
Assessing the selection of key aspects (Blackline 
Master #7.3).

Share findings within 
affinity group

Share findings with 
entire class

Identify key features  
to remember
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7.2 Selection of key features of the event

The following features are the most important, meaningful (to those who experienced 

the event) and helpful (to ensure that history doesn’t repeat itself).

Feature of the injustice 

Reasons for choices

Events:

Causes:

Consequences:

Lessons learned:
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Outstanding
Well developed

Competent
Underdeveloped

Relevant and accurate information
Suggestions are 

accurate and clearly 
relate to the four 

aspects. 
Suggestions are 

generally accurate 
and relate to the four 

aspects. 
Suggestions include 

some signifi cant 
inaccuracies and do not 

always relate to the 
four aspects. 

Suggestions are fi lled 
with inaccuracies or 

have little to do with 
the four aspects. 

Reasons/explanation for rating

Represent important aspects to remember

Selection represents 
a thorough understanding of 

the most important 
features of World 

War I internment to 
remember.

Selection represents a 
good understanding 

of the most important 
features of World 

War I internment to 
remember.

Selection represents 
an understanding of 

some of the important 
features of World 

War I internment to 
remember.

Selection suggests very 
little understanding 

of the important 
features of World War I 

internment.

Reasons/explanation for rating

7.3 Assessing the selection of key aspects

Names: ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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7.1 Assembling ideas

Events Causes

Consequences Lessons learned

HISTORIC
INJUSTICE
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7.2 Selection of key features of the event
The following features are the most important, meaningful (to those who experienced 
the event) and helpful (to ensure that history doesn’t repeat itself).

 Feature of the injustice Reasons for choices

Events:

Causes:

Consequences:

Lessons learned:
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Outstanding Well developed Competent Underdeveloped

Relevant 
and accurate 
information

Suggestions are 
accurate and clearly 
relate to the four 
aspects. 

Suggestions are 
generally accurate 
and relate to the four 
aspects. 

Suggestions include 
some significant 
inaccuracies and do not 
always relate to the 
four aspects. 

Suggestions are filled 
with inaccuracies or 
have little to do with 
the four aspects. 

Reasons/explanation for rating

Represent 
important 
aspects to 
remember

Selection represents 
a thorough 
understanding of 
the most important 
features of World 
War I internment to 
remember.

Selection represents a 
good understanding 
of the most important 
features of World 
War I internment to 
remember.

Selection represents 
an understanding of 
some of the important 
features of World 
War I internment to 
remember.

Selection suggests very 
little understanding 
of the important 
features of World War I 
internment.

Reasons/explanation for rating

 7.3  Assessing the selection of key aspects
 Names: ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________




