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A letter from a farmer
Letter written by a Ukrainian-Canadian woman in 1931.
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Comments in brackets are not part of the original document. They have been added to assist the reader with difficult words.

Letter from a Farmer
1931
In our locality of Simcoe, Ontario, there are quite a number of Ukrainian
farmers, but only a small number of them are interested in the liberation
movement [communism]. They are under the influence of two sisters: religion
and ignorance. In that very spirit they bring up their children. They forbid their children to belong to the Youth Section of the ULFTA [Ukrainian
Labour Farmer Temple Association, a left-wing political organization] and
go to the Ukrainian Labour Temple.
The consequences of that upbringing are very sad. Limited by religion and
ignorance, the children grow up as though wild. They do not understand the
meaning of the working class; they harm other workers and also their own
parents. They leave their parents, run away from them, and not with empty
hands. And these, because of the lack of understanding, say that it is God’s
will and make donations to the priests for prayers for their children’s reform.
I advise these farmers not to rely on the priest’s prayers, which will only
fill the pockets and stomachs of the priests, but to undertake the necessary upbringing of the children. Send them to the Youth Section to teach
them to look at the world through the eyes of science and not poison them
with religious dope, and everything will be fine. They will grow up fine
sons of the working class.
Orest Subtelny, Ukrainians in North America: An illustrated history (Toronto, ON: University of Toronto Press, 1991), p. 125.
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