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A descendent remembers
Transcript of a 2010 interview with Marsha Skrypuch, the 
granddaughter of an internment camp internee.
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Marsha Skrypuch:

My name is Marsha Skrypuch. My maiden 
name is Forchuk. My grandfather, George 
Forchuk, was interned in World War I at 
Jasper internment camp.

… He used to tell stories about living on 
the frontier … various adventure things, 
and he would mention about being impris-
oned for something he didn’t do. But it 
was sort of like he would brush by that, 
it’s not something that he wanted to talk 
about. And actually, my father did hear 
stories, but the way that he heard stories 
was whenever other internees would come 
and visit my grandfather’s house, they 
would go into a room and they would talk 
and they didn’t want anyone else listen-
ing, like they made a point of having no 
one else listening, but my dad wanted to 
hear and he was very inquisitive. So he 
would hide in the next room and listen, 
and so he heard what was going on. But he 
couldn’t really put it into context either 
….

My father had two brothers and two sis-
ters, and one of his siblings refused to 
believe that her father was interned, 
even once she was told. “No, no, no, that 
couldn’t have happened.”

… My grandfather didn’t tell me anything 
about what happened …. It wasn’t until 
after he had died, and I had read a news-
paper article written by Lubomyr Luciuk 
…. It was in the Globe and Mail and it 
just talked about the internment, and so 
I called my dad and I said, “Did you hear 
about this, that there were Ukrainians 
who were interned in World War I?” and he 
said, “Well, that’s what we were talking 

about when we were talking about Guido 
being put into prison for something he 
didn’t do. That was the wording that was 
used back then, “being put into prison for 
something you didn’t do.”

… He escaped from the internment camp. 
And as he was trying to escape there were 
bullets whizzing past his ears. That’s the 
way my father described how he described 
it. But he did escape and he made his 
way all the way to the Lethbridge area, 
changed his name and was working in coal 
mines there.

… When they came out of the internment 
camps, the Ukrainian people turned their 
backs on these people. They were consid-
ered convicts; the Canadian public turned 
their backs on these people. That’s how 
they saw them too. 

… My grandfather, he never ran for pub-
lic office or anything like that. He was a 
very intelligent man. He was asked to do a 
number of things like that. But he didn’t 
want to because he didn’t want to be seen 
in the public because he was afraid he 
could be arrested and interned again, es-
pecially because he had escaped. So he had 
this big thing hanging over his head. 

“How One Woman Discovered That Her Grandfather was Interned Simply 
Because He was Ukrainian,” produced by The Mark News, 3:25, The Mark 
News’ Forgotten Internment Camps, 2010, film.
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