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A report of complaints
Report submitted on September 7, 1917 by S. Gintzburger, the Consul of 
Switzerland, who as an impartial observer acting on behalf of the German 
government to inspect internment camp conditions in the Morrissey Camp 
located near Fernie, B.C. 
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Comments in brackets are not part of the original document. 
They have been added to assist the reader with difficult words.

Report of Complaints
September 7, 1917
Fernie, B.C.

In the short time at my disposal (3 
hours) over 50 Prisoners of War in-
terviewed me. 
The Prisoners complain of being 
forced to work and in being de-
prived of all Camp privileges when 
refusing to do so.
... I find that quite a number of 
Prisoners have been punished for 
“Refusing to obey an order.” 
... In many cases the refusal to 
work would be followed by physi-
cal coertion [sic] on the part of 
the guards resulting in protests by 
Prisoners and strong language, the 
consequence being aggravated pun-
ishment. In one case Prisoner of 
War No. 258, Wilhelm Schneider, was 
sentenced to five months hard labour in Nelson Jail for ”Refusing to obey an order 
and using obscene language to Sergt. Major Bryant.” 
They complain that the allowance of one dollar per month has been withdrawn in 
consequence of which some of the men are absolutely destitute. They complain that 
they are made to pay exorbitant prices for canteen supplies, in some cases double 
the prices as paid by guards.
... They complain of brutal treatment and vile language towards them by the guards.
… Two prisoners complained of having been punished for certain statements made in 
letters written to friends.
… The Prisoners complain that they are not provided with sufficient ground for 
exercise, games and sport. I cannot agree with them. There is plenty of ground and 
the Internment Operations Office has supplied them with tennis rackets, balls, etc., 
but the men have refused to clear and grade [level] the necessary location.

[Signed]
S. Gintzburger
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