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Letter to editor
Excerpt from a letter to the editor written by a group of 
Ukrainians that was published in the January 29, 1915 
Winnipeg Tribune.
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Winnipeg Tribune
29 January 1915

Owing to the unjust classification 
of all Slavs as Austrians and anti-
Allies, and owing to irresponsible 
utterances [remarks] in the press 
and otherwise, a certain degree 
of intolerance and hatred toward 
everything that is “foreign” has 
been implanted in the public mind, 
resulting in indiscreet [reckless] 
looting of property, disturbing of 
divine services in the churches, 
raiding of private homes, and per-
sonal assaults of the gravest kind 
on all those who have the appear-
ance of foreign birth, thus rendering 
[making] our lives endangered. The 
Ukrainians in Canada have always 
peacefully followed their occupa-
tions, thus having greatly aided in 
the development of this country, and 

having neither harmed nor hindered 
any Canadian undertakings toward 
successful prosecution [action] of the 
war, but, on the contrary, the Ukrai-
nians have substantially contributed 
man-power, money and production 
in aid of Canadian military opera-
tions. The Ukrainians perform gen-
erally the usual labour employed in 
the hardest undertakings, and as 
such they are holding their positions 
not owing to special favours, but to 
their perseverance and honest devo-
tion to their duties. These positions, 
we submit, are not enviable and will 
remain open only to men of greatest 
endurance.
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