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Enemy Aliens
Excerpt from a newspaper article published in the Vernon News on
July, 20, 1916.
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Comments in brackets are not part of the original document. They have been added to assist the reader with difficult words.

Vernon News
Thursday, July 20, 1916
When peace is declared will the
enemy aliens who are now confined
to internment camps in Canada
be sent to the country of their
allegiance as part of the process of
exchanging prisoners? … One lesson
the war has taught is the necessity
for rigorously excluding every
alien immigrant who does not give
reasonable assurance of readiness to
renounce his foreign allegiance and
embrace the British citizenship to
which after due probation [a waiting
period] all worthy candidates ought
to be admitted. Men who proved
themselves so hostile to this country’s
welfare as did the enemy aliens now
interned ought

to be shipped to the land of their
birth and their preference. They
cannot be put on the same footing
as our own people. They cannot be
allowed to snap up the prizes of
business and industry before our
own men have returned to Canada
and been discharged from military
service … Loyalty to the men who
are enlisting requires that we do
not allow released enemy aliens
to gobble up the livelihoods that
have been relinquished [given] for
sacrifice against Germany. While
the war lasts the labor of interned
enemy aliens may be utilized [used]
for productive purposes, but once the
war is over these foreigners should
be sent to the country where their
heart is.
Lubomyr Y. Luciuk, In fear of the barbed wire fence: Canada’s first national
internment operations and the Ukrainian Canadians, 1914–1920 (Kingston,
ON: Kashtan Press, 2001), p. 16.
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