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Ukrainian-Canadian economic 
losses during World War One
Excerpt from a May 9, 1993 Ukrainian Weekly newspaper 
article written by journalist Christopher Guly.
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A just-released confidential report to the 
Ukrainian Canadian Congress (UCC) esti-
mates that between 3,300 and 5,000 Ukrai-
nian Canadians suffered economic losses 
totalling anywhere from $21.6 million to 
$32.5 million (in 1991 dollars) while they 
were interned following the outbreak of 
the first world war …. The study, titled 
“Economic Losses of Ukrainian Canadi-
ans Resulting from Internment During 
World War I” was prepared by Price Wa-
terhouse in January 1992.

It [the Price Waterhouse report] estimates 
that the majority of Ukrainian Canadi-
ans interned between 1914 and 1920 were 
unemployed or destitute prior to their 
imprisonment and did not pose a military 
threat to Canada. Each Ukrainian was 
interned for an average of 1.5 years. 
Although most Ukrainian Canadians were 
not interned, most were forced to register 
as enemy aliens. As a result, they lost the 
right to vote, lost the right to naturalize 
as Canadian citizens and were restricted 
in their ability to serve in the Canadian 
military… earnings were … estimated 
and deducted from the minimal salaries 
they received …. The average rate of pay 
for a Ukrainian Canadian would have 
been $557 annually. 

… It further estimates that Ukrainian 
Canadian internees would have earned 
between $1.9 million and $2.8 million 
[combined earnings of all internees] in 
1917 dollars had there been no intern-
ment. 
Mr. Bardyn [spokesperson for the UCC] 
maintained that the UCC’s redress pack-
age [i.e., what the UCC is asking of the 
Government] extends to the entire com-
munity, based on wide-ranging discrimi-
natory measures waged against it by the 
government. For instance, the Ukrainian 
ethnic press was censored, Ukrainians 
were deprived of naturalization rights 
[i.e., gaining citizenship rights] for 10 
years after the war and the War Time 
Elections Act prohibited enemy alien 
immigrants naturalized after 1902 from 
voting. 

He added that this wartime violation of 
Ukrainian Canadians’ civil rights also 
negatively affected their language and 
culture, let alone the humiliation suffered 
by the community. 
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