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ABOUT THE SERIES The Quick Guides to Thinking Classrooms shine a spotlight on a specific aspect 
of The Critical Thinking Consortium’s pedagogical approach to nurturing quality student thinking. This 
series emerged from the success of Creating Thinking Classrooms, a TC2 resource that explores the key 
pedagogical principles and ideas that will best shape learning in the 21st century. Each title in the series 
focuses on practical strategies for developing deep understanding, real-life competencies, and thoughtful 
commitment by students. The Quick Guides will be useful for both beginning and experienced teachers. 
Together, they provide a roadmap that will inspire and reinforce creative, critical, and collaborative thinking 
in students at every grade level.
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ABOUT THIS QUICK GUIDE

Using Thoughtbooks to sustain inquiry describes how educators can effectively support 
sustained, iterative inquiry using a Thoughtbook to capture students’ developing 
thinking and give students an opportunity to revisit and refine their evolving work. This 
resource explains why Thoughtbooks can be a powerful tool in 21st century classrooms 
and offers a range of practical ideas for implementing them at all grade levels and in 
all subjects. The text is accompanied by examples describing Thoughtbooks in use 
in varied educational settings. Practical templates that teachers can use or adapt are 
included to assist in implementation.
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“as we near the end of a three-year aisi project focused on infusing the critical thinking process into best practices, i continue to be inspired and excited by the learning that has taken place with our teachers and students. What at first seemed daunting and overwhelming has become embedded in the work we do with students. our students embrace critical challenges and view them as opportunities to become personally involved in tasks that require judgment . . .” —Ingrid Phare, lead teacher, Parkland School Division, Alberta
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Using Thoughtbooks to sustain inquiry describes how educators can effectively support 

sustained, iterative inquiry using a Thoughtbook format designed to capture developing 

thinking, giving students an opportunity to revisit and refine their evolving work. This 

booklet includes a rationale for using Thoughtbooks in 21st century classrooms and offers 

a range of practical ideas for implementing them in all grade levels and in all subjects. 

The text is accompanied by examples showing Thoughtbooks in use in varied educational 

settings. Practical templates that can be used or adapted for a variety of challenging 

inquiries are included to assist in implementation.
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success of Creating Thinking Classrooms, a TC  resource that explores the key pedagogical principles and 

ideas that will best shape learning in the 21st century. Each title in the series focuses on practical strategies 

for developing deep understanding, real-life competencies, and thoughtful commitment by students. The 

Quick Guides will be useful for both beginning and experienced teachers. Together, they provide a roadmap 

that will inspire and reinforce creative, critical, and collaborative thinking in students at every grade level.
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The Critical Thinking Consortium (TC2) is a nonprofit association that has worked with more than 125,000 educators across Canada and in the United States, Europe, Asia, the Middle East and the Caribbean to support critical, creative and collaborative thinking from kindergarten to graduate school.

“The TC2 model transformed teaching and learning and enhanced 

student achievement. we have direct evidence of teacher and student 

growth through feedback provided as a component of the international 

Baccalaureate curriculum review and assessment models. furthermore, 

student performance on inquiry and critical thinking assessment tasks 

improved significantly.”

—Rosemary Evans, formerly Director of Academics,  Branksome Hall, Ontario

“as we near the end of a three-year aisi project 

focused on infusing the critical thinking process into 

best practices, i continue to be inspired and excited 

by the learning that has taken place with our teachers 

and students. What at first seemed daunting and 

overwhelming has become embedded in the work we do 

with students. our students embrace critical challenges 

and view them as opportunities to become personally 

involved in tasks that require judgment . . .”

 —Ingrid Phare, lead teacher, Parkland School Division, Alberta
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series emerged from the success of Creating Thinking Classrooms, a TC2 resource that explores the key 

pedagogical principles and ideas that will best shape learning in the 21st century. Each title in the series 

focuses on practical strategies for developing deep understanding, real-life competencies, and thoughtful 

commitment by students. The Quick Guides will be useful for both beginning and experienced teachers. 

Together, they provide a roadmap that will inspire and reinforce creative, critical, and collaborative thinking 

in students at every grade level.
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sustained, iterative inquiry using a Thoughtbook to capture students’ developing 

thinking and give students an opportunity to revisit and refine their evolving work. This 

resource explains why Thoughtbooks can be a powerful tool in 21st century classrooms 

and offers a range of practical ideas for implementing them at all grade levels and in 

all subjects. The text is accompanied by examples describing Thoughtbooks in use 

in varied educational settings. Practical templates that teachers can use or adapt are 

included to assist in implementation.
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The Critical Thinking Consortium (TC2) is a nonprofit association that has worked with more than 125,000 educators across Canada and in the United States, Europe, Asia, the Middle East and the Caribbean to support critical, creative and collaborative thinking from kindergarten to graduate school.

“The TC2 model transformed teaching and learning and enhanced student achievement. we have direct evidence of teacher and student growth through feedback provided as a component of the international Baccalaureate curriculum review and assessment models. furthermore, student performance on inquiry and critical thinking assessment tasks improved significantly.” —Rosemary Evans, formerly Director of Academics,  Branksome Hall, Ontario
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The Critical Thinking Consortium (TC2) is a nonprofit association that 

has worked with more than 125,000 educators across Canada and in 

the United States, Europe, Asia, the Middle East and the Caribbean to 

support critical, creative and collaborative thinking from kindergarten 

to graduate school.

“The TC2 model transformed teaching and learning and enhanced 

student achievement. we have direct evidence of teacher and student 

growth through feedback provided as a component of the international 

Baccalaureate curriculum review and assessment models. furthermore, 

student performance on inquiry and critical thinking assessment tasks 

improved significantly.”

—Rosemary Evans, formerly Director of Academics,  
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has worked with more than 125,000 educators across Canada and in 
the United States, Europe, Asia, the Middle East and the Caribbean to 
support critical, creative and collaborative thinking from kindergarten 
to graduate school.

“The TC2 model transformed teaching and learning and enhanced 

student achievement. we have direct evidence of teacher and student 

growth through feedback provided as a component of the international 

Baccalaureate curriculum review and assessment models. furthermore, 

student performance on inquiry and critical thinking assessment tasks 

improved significantly.”

—Rosemary Evans, formerly Director of Academics,  
Branksome Hall, Ontario
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by the learning that has taken place with our teachers 

and students. What at first seemed daunting and 

overwhelming has become embedded in the work we do 

with students. our students embrace critical challenges 

and view them as opportunities to become personally 

involved in tasks that require judgment . . .”
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Using Thoughtbooks to sustain inquiry 
describes how educators can effectively 
support sustained, iterative inquiry using a 
Thoughtbook format designed to capture 
developing thinking, giving students an 
opportunity to revisit and refine their evolv-
ing work. This booklet includes a rationale for 
using Thoughtbooks in 21st century classrooms 
and offers a range of practical ideas for implementing them in 
all grade levels and in all subjects. The text is accompanied by 
examples showing Thoughtbooks in use in varied educational set-
tings. Practical templates that can be used or adapted for a variety 
of challenging inquiries are included to assist in implementation.
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Forthcoming titles in the series

Quick Guides to Thinking Classrooms

Quick Guides to Thinking Classrooms series emerged from the success of 
Creating Thinking Classrooms, a TC2 resource that explores the key peda-
gogical principles and ideas that will best shape learning in the 21st century. 
Each title in the series focuses on practical strategies for developing deep 
understanding, real-life competencies, and thoughtful commitment by stu-
dents. The Quick Guides will be useful for both beginning and experienced 
teachers. Together, they provide a roadmap that will inspire and reinforce 
creative, critical, and collaborative thinking in students at every grade level.

ISBN 978-0-86491-379-1
$32.95 • 250 pages • softcover

Co-sponsored by

Garfield Gini-newman               roland Case
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The Critical Thinking Consortium (TC2) is a nonprofit association that 
has worked with more than 125,000 educators across Canada and in 
the United States, Europe, Asia, the Middle East and the Caribbean to 
support critical, creative and collaborative thinking from kindergarten 
to graduate school.

“The TC2 model transformed teaching and learning and enhanced 

student achievement. we have direct evidence of teacher and student 

growth through feedback provided as a component of the international 

Baccalaureate curriculum review and assessment models. furthermore, 

student performance on inquiry and critical thinking assessment tasks 

improved significantly.”

—Rosemary Evans, formerly Director of Academics,  
Branksome Hall, Ontario

“as we near the end of a three-year aisi project 

focused on infusing the critical thinking process into 

best practices, i continue to be inspired and excited 

by the learning that has taken place with our teachers 

and students. What at first seemed daunting and 

overwhelming has become embedded in the work we do 

with students. our students embrace critical challenges 

and view them as opportunities to become personally 

involved in tasks that require judgment . . .”

 —Ingrid Phare, lead teacher, Parkland School Division, Alberta

The foundational book!

...and more! 



The Critical Thinking Consortium
1580 West Broadway

Vancouver, BC  V6J 5K8
Phone: 604.639.6325

Email: mail@tc2.ca
Website: www.tc2.ca 

Examples

Practical applications Sample student templates

How to order

Orders may be placed by any of the following methods:
•	 online at tc2.ca/shop*
•	 email mail@tc2.ca with your purchase order**
•	 phone 604-639-6325

We accept payments by Visa, Mastercard, cheque or cash.
*All online credit card payments will be processed by Paypal.
**Cheques should be made out to The Critical Thinking Consortium.
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How to implement Thoughtbooks

Successful implementation of Thoughtbooks is more likely if various aspects 
of their use is considered at the pre-planning, in-class use, and consolidation 
stages.

Pre-planning for Thoughtbooks

Frame around a genuine inquiry 

Decide on a question or task that will frame the inquiry (for example, 
“Which plays a bigger role in the deaths of Romeo and Juliet, fate or free 
will?” or “Design an inviting butterfly garden that will help efforts to sustain 
the species.”)

Select a format type and structure 

Decide whether the Thoughtbook will take the form of a journal, sketchbook, 
storyboards, a collection of items, or some other format. Consider whether 
the recursive thinking encouraged by a Thoughtbook would be better 
supported using a structured graphic organizer or an open-ended format. 
Teacher-designed structures may be preferable early on, particularly for 
younger students or students experiencing difficulties, graduating to more 
open-ended formats as students acquire experience in using Thoughtbooks.

Plan for ways to make the iterative process 
manageable and meaningful

Avoid requiring students to repeatedly rewrite, 
redraw, or redevelop their entire idea each time they 
visit their Thoughtbooks. For example, the sample 
template, Rethinking my Design (see appendix), invites 
students developing a drawing to efficiently capture 
the evolution of their thinking over time by modifying 
and refining their initial sketch. Smart phones, tablets, 
or digital cameras may help students document the 
evolution of their thinking over time.

Using Thoughtbooks to Sustain Inquiry  The Critical Thinking Consortium

Rethinking my design
My ideas for: 

First draft: Capture initial 
thoughts. Think big. Don’t 
consider and add the details.

Second draft: Add more ideas. 
Consider what’s missing. Revise 
what doesn’t work.

Other drafts: Consider peer 
and teacher feedback. Begin to 
consider and add the details. Test 
ideas and revise as necessary.

Final sketch: Check against the 
criteria. Review for reasonableness 
in light of the evidence. Label as 
necessary.

Using Thoughtbooks to Sustain Inquiry The Critical Thinking Consortium

Repeated ranking of options

Issue being considered: 

Identify the criteria used to rank order the options (for example, significance, impact, threat). 
 

List the options you are ranking:

Option 1:

Option 2:

Option 3:

Option 4:

Option 5:

Rankings Evidence to support ranking

uick Guides
to thinking classrooms

Using Thoughtbooks  
to Sustain Inquiry
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example, birthdays, New Year’s celebrations, reli-
gious practices, family routines, seasonal activi-
ties). On each spread in their book, students high-
lighted important similarities and differences 
between these traditions or practices and their 
own by selecting two images, one showing dif-
ference and one showing similarity. They then 
added a thoughtful comment about the degree 
of similarity or difference between the tradition 
or practice in each image and their own family or 
community practice.

Using Thoughtbooks to appreciate  
similarity and difference

To begin the inquiry, each student 
was provided with sets of images 
representing different types of 
traditions or practices in a variety of 
communities. They were also provided  
with a Thoughtbook with four two-page 
spreads, each with three pockets at the 
bottom of the page: one to hold images 
that show significant similarities to their 
own tradition or practice; one to hold 
images with some degree of similarity or 
difference; and the third to hold images 
with a significant degree of difference. 

A grade 2 unit from the TC2 Inquiry-pac Changing  
Family and Community Traditions focused on 
this overall outcome: Explains and thoughtful-
ly comments on important similarities and differ-
ences in the traditions and practices of groups in 
the community. Students were invited to dem-
onstrate their understanding and appreciation 
for these similarities and differences by creating 
a “Celebrating Traditions” book made up of four 
two-page spreads. Each of the spreads focused 
on a particular type of tradition or practice (for 

!
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Image set 
Comparing celebrations 

Diwali celebrates the power of light over darkness; good over evil. Traditions: fireworks, lighting candles, giving gifts.     

Vaisakhi celebrates the beginning of the harvest and new year. Traditions: parades, music, singing and dancing.    
 

Thanksgiving celebrates the harvest. 
Traditions: visiting family, eating a large meal, counting blessings.  

Halloween celebrates the night before All Saints Day. Traditions: wearing costumes, trick-or-treating.    
 

Chinese New Year celebrates the arrival of a new year. Traditions: visiting family, fireworks, giving red envelopes.     

Birthdays celebrate turning a year older. 
Traditions: giving gifts, having a party with friends, serving cake.    

To complete the inquiry, students selected the two images 
that best showed similarity and difference and composed 
a thoughtful comment about their final choices, revising 
and refining the comment in their Thoughtbooks. They then 
pasted the images into their “Celebrating Traditions” book 
and wrote their thoughtful comment beside each one. 

How similar or different are my traditions about __________________ compared to others?

This picture shows the tradition/practice of _______________________ in a family from the ___________ community. It is very different/ somewhat similar/ very similar or the same as my tradition/practice 
because …

This picture shows the tradition/practice of ____________________ in a family from the _____________ community. It is very different/ somewhat similar/ very similar or the same as my tradition/practice 
because …

Hannukah

lighting candles singing carols
Christian

my family lights one can-dle every day for seven days during Hannukah.

we do not go out door-to-door to sing our songs. 

Hindu

Students were invited to sort the images into one of the three 
pockets. Then, as students learned more about each type of 
tradition or practice, they affirmed or revised their initial sort, 
adding an explanation of why their thinking had changed. 

I still think the 
______________________  
tradition is very 
different than mine 
because …

pbcdef

Hitat voluptatur? 
Ossum rem es as 
inum fuga. Sum il 
et offictem. 

I now think the 

_________ tradition is 

somewhat similar  to 

mine because …

parade

even though 

people come 

together, we do 

not provide free 

food or service 

to others during 

our gatherings.

I still think the 

______________________  

tradition is very 

different than mine 

because …

gathering

Hitat voluptatur? 

Ossum rem es as 

inum fuga. Sum
 il 

et offictem. 

I still think the 

______________________  

tradition is very 

different than mine 

because …

colour throwing

there is nothing 
like this practice 
in my tradition.

I still think the 

______________________  

tradition is very 

different than mine 

because …

carolling

Hitat voluptatur? 

Ossum rem es as 

inum fuga. Sum
 il 

et offictem. 

we eat latkes and 
other special foods 
at Hannukah.

I now think the 
____________________
____________________  
tradition is very 
similar to mine 
because …

eating special 
foods

How similar or different are my traditions about 

__________________ compared to others?

Somewhat similar/dif-

ferent than mine

Very similar  

to mine

Hannukah

Very different  

than mine


