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Developing Understanding through the Arts 
- Recognizing an Historic Injustice: Canada’s 
First National Internment Operations, 1914–
1920 is a unit for students in grades 5 to 9 that 
explores the experiences of Ukrainian and other 
European immigrants to Canada in the late 1800s 
and early 1900s and the impacts of internment on 
individuals, families and communities.

The lesson plans in this resource are self-contained, 
each focusing on developing understanding 
through the use of a related art form. If taught 
individually, these lessons are ideally suited for 
exploring the role of the arts as a vehicle for 
questioning, interpreting and deepening our 
understanding of historical events. As components 
of a unit of study, these lessons invite critical inquiry 
into a wide range of topics and issues relating to 
the challenges and opportunities experienced by 
European immigrants and the impact of the First 
World War internment operations on affected 
communities in Canada.

Each lesson includes detailed instructional strategies 
and required support materials.These include 
briefing sheets, activity sheets, images and source 
documents.

www.internmentcanada.ca
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Why did European immigrants come to Canada? 

1
MODULE

ALESSON

Developing understanding through 
images and documents 

CRITICAL CHALLENGE
Select three important questions about the reasons why European immigrants decided to come to Canada in the late 1800s and early 1900s, and about the possible challenges they may have faced. 

SUMMARY
In this lesson, students examine immigration posters created in the late 1800s and early 1900s that were used to convince Europeans to immigrate to Canada. As a class, students create an initial list of questions they have about the messages conveyed in the posters. They investigate additional immigration posters, make further observations and draw inferences about these messages. Students use the criteria met by an important question to generate and refine their list of questions. They then select and share three important questions about the reasons why immigrants may have come to Canada and the challenges they may have faced. The lesson concludes with students reflecting on the reasons why European immigrants came to Canada despite possibly having similar questions or concerns. 

OBJECTIVES
Broad understanding

Knowledge that Canadian immigration posters may have influenced European immigrants’ decision to come to Canada 
Requisite tools

Background knowledge

• knowledge of the factors that contributed to increased European immigration to Canada between 1891 and 1914
• knowledge of the messages used to attract European immigrants to Canada

Criteria for judgment

• criteria used to determine whether a question is important
 ê helps us understand something we find confusing
 ê looks for answers we don’t already know
 ê asks for more information about interesting or key ideas
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A
Lesson Activity sheet #A-1

Selecting important questions

Select and record three important questions by applying the criteria to our class list 
of recorded questions.

An important question:
• helps us understand something confusing;

• looks for answers that we don’t already know;

• asks for more information about interesting or key ideas.

My three important questions:

1.

2.

3.
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Briefing
sheet 
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Briefing sheet #3

Understanding European immigration  
to Canada, 1891–1914

Between 1891 and 1914, the Canadian 
government encouraged people from many 
European countries to come to Canada. The 
government wanted immigrants to Canada 
who could help clear the land, build roads and 
railways, and set up farms to produce food 
for a growing country. In addition to being 
“pushed” to leave by difficult conditions in 
their home countries, many immigrants were 
“pulled” to Canada by the promise of free land 
and greater freedom in exchange for settling 
in western Canada.

When immigrants arrived in Canada, the 
land they received was not yet ready to live 
and farm on. They had to cut down trees, 
remove the stumps and clear the fields that 
they would eventually farm. They also needed 
to build homes to shelter themselves from 
the cold Canadian winters. Despite the hard 
work required to create a homestead, reports 
from immigrants back to their home countries 
encouraged more people to come to Canada. 
This “chain migration” led to the growth of 
ethnic communities across the Prairies.

Most of the farming done by European 
immigrants was done by hand without 
machinery. Very little money was available to 
purchase tools and equipment. Men often had 
to leave their families in order to find jobs to 
earn money. Women and children were left 
behind to take care of the land and farm it as 
best they could. 
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A
Lesson Source document #A-1
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LIST OF LESSONS

A Why did European immigrants come to 
Canada?

B What was daily life like for European 
immigrants to Canada?

C What was life like in internment camps?

D What might the internees have felt and 
thought?

E What might Ukrainian and other European 
immigrants have felt and thought?

F Which are the most important story events?

G How might creating sounds deepen our 
understanding of events and experiences?

H How might creating dramatic poses deepen 
our understanding of events and experiences?

I What were the challenges, opportunities and 
achievements of Ukrainian immigrants?


