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Canada planning human 
smuggling crackdown
Excerpt from a newspaper article published in the Toronto Star on July 
22, 1999 that discusses the arrival of the first of four boats carrying 123 
migrants from the Fujian province in China that arrived on the shores of 
British Columbia during the summer of 1999.
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Attitudes toward 
Chinese immigration

July 22, 1999

Immigration Minister Lucienne Robillard plans 
to introduce legislation this fall or in early 2000 
to try to stop scenes like the one Tuesday off 
Vancouver Island, where a no-name ship was 
captured coming to shore with 122 would-be 
immigrants from China on board.

Only a small fraction of those who arrived 
Tuesday are likely to be allowed to remain in 
Canada, but under the new legislation virtu-
ally all of them would be rapidly deported. All 
the Chinese aboard the vessel are now under 
arrest. Unless they can produce documentation 
or prove a refugee claim, they will be deported 
following what’s expected to be a long immi-
gration hearing process.

Ironically, the boat arrived here at the worst 
possible time, when the Canadian government 
is more determined than ever to try to stamp 
out [stop] human smuggling rings.

[…]

But now Robillard is determined to move on a 
number of fronts, including increasing from the 
current 27 the number of Canadian immigra-
tion control officers posted abroad [outside of 
Canada] to try to stop people from getting on 
such ships [such as the four boats the Chinese 
migrants arrived on] and planes in the first 
place.
Ottawa has been building a database on illegal 

smuggling of persons through its control 
officers, and now wants to share and build 
that database with other countries, said Im-
migration Canada official Huguette Shoul-
dice.

The proposed legislation would also create a 
new offence under the Immigration Act for 
smuggling persons, punishable by fines, jail 
and seizure of assets of organizers.

Also, to be toughened is the documenta-
tion process. Robillard wants to make visas 
harder to counterfeit, improve document 
scanning and identification of persons com-
ing to Canada, and speed up the deportation 
process for those with false documentation.
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