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Clyne wants to see Canada 
remain white
Excerpt from an article published in the Vancouver Sun on 
September 19, 1987.
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September 19, 1987

Former B.C. Supreme Court judge J. V. Clyne 
says he’d like to see Canada remain white to 
safeguard the country’s heritage …. [He] said 
clumsy and ill-defined federal immigration 
policies could create a Canada where the Eng-
lish and French are minorities. 

“I don’t think that should happen, quite frank-
ly,” he said Friday. “I’d not want to see us cease 
to be a white country … [w]e certainly should 
put a stop to illegal immigrants and also, im-
migrants should be quantified,” Clyne contin-
ued. “I’m not opposed to people coming from 
Third World countries but we should not have 
too much of an influx from other parts of the 
world. It’s not balanced. We should maintain 
our generations, our heritage.”

Aziz Khaki, president of the Committee of Ra-
cial Justice, said: “It’s not a question of imbal-
ance—it’s a question of reality. The nature of 
Canadian society is changing; we’re becoming a 
global village and we can no longer say this or 
that country is purely white …. And it’s not a 
question of majority or minority—we’re trying 
to build a uniquely Canadian cultural mosaic.”

Clyne was a Supreme Court judge from 1950 to 
1957. He was also chairman and chief executive 
officer of MacMillan Bloedel Ltd. from 1957 to 
1973, as well as chancellor of the University of 
B.C.

Asked if his remarks would be construed as 
racist, he said: “You’re bound to be accused of 
being racist in trying to maintain a balance for 
our own country.”

Clyne is a member of the six-month-old Immi-
gration Association of Canada, which recently 
published ads in several papers across Canada 
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Attitudes toward 
Chinese immigration

that were quickly lambasted [criticized] as 
racist, xenophobic [fear of foreigners] and 
anti-immigration by several groups.

A paragraph in the ad said: “History teaches 
the importance of constant vigilance if a 
nation is to protect itself in this ever-chang-
ing world. The story of mankind is filled 
with the scattered remnants of once great 
powers that forgot to stand on guard.”

The ads were meant to trigger public debate 
because Canada has no real immigration 
policy, Clyne said.

One of the chief organizers of IAS is Kim 
Abbott, a former director of the Canadian 
Immigration Service, predecessor [precur-
sor/forerunner] to the Immigration depart-
ment. The IAC has about 50 carefully 
selected core supporters—moderates and 
fairly substantial people, Abbott said.
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