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Chinese moving to suburban 
“Asiancourt”
Excerpt from an article published in the Toronto Star on May 14, 1984. 

#6

May 14, 1984

In the past few years, the Chinese population 
has expanded rapidly with a new wave of im-
migrants from Hong Kong …. Away from the 
overcrowded conditions of Asian countries—
especially Hong Kong—and able to afford new 
homes, the Chinese have a natural attraction to 
Agincourt [a Toronto suburb] …. “They see the 
large number of Chinese here,” Ho says. “They 
like to live next to their friends and relatives 
….” The area has become the core of Chinatown 
II. Unlike its downtown namesake, there are no 
cramped quarters and expensive pay-to-park 
lots. This Chinatown, in a typically suburban 
manner, is growing by strip plaza. Three of the 
malls at Glen Watford Drive are almost wholly 
Chinese-owned and devoted to the needs of the 
Chinese community. The nearby Dragon Centre 
… should be filled with Chinese stores by the 
end of summer …. Farther east along Sheppard 
Ave. a new Chinese mall larger than all exist-
ing plazas combined is under construction.

The Chinese influence is being felt within the 
business community beyond the garish red 
and yellow neon signs. Ho estimates half of 
the real estate in Agincourt—both residential 
and commercial—is now controlled by Chinese 
investors, some of them still living in Hong 
Kong.

The influx of Chinese has left an uneasy feel-
ing among Agincourt’s long-time residents. 
Only 250 people had encroached on the Agin-
court cornfields when Mildred Jackson moved 
to her Rural Ave. home 30 years ago. A com-
munity centre, ball park, arena, and lawn bowl-
ing club followed. “It was a nice, quiet residen-
tial community,” Jackson recalls. “I don’t want 
to be biased or prejudiced but I don’t think they 
should be allowed to come into a neighbour-
hood and take over with such force. I’ve got 
nothing against the Chinese as people but it’s 
the masses.”
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Attitudes toward 
Chinese immigration

Nancy Kelusky has only lived in the neigh-
bourhood for five years but also feels the 
upheaval. “It’s the bustle. It’s the activity,” 
she says. “Now it’s unmanageable.”

“Things are always changing in Toronto,” one 
restaurant owner shrugs. “I don’t want to 
get involved. I just mind my own business. I 
don’t want to talk about it.”

That isolation has brought conflict within 
the Chinese community. Great pressures are 
placed on the children to excel. The elderly, 
many unable to speak English and unable to 
drive, place themselves in self-imposed exile 
with their homes.

But the Chinese are rapidly building their 
own community. Soon, according to Ho, 
there will be decorative Oriental gates on 
Sheppard Ave. designating the new China-
town and Chinese lettering on street signs.
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