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The Hand That Will Rule The World
Political cartoon published on June 30, 1917 in Solidarity, a newspaper that supports organized 
labour.

Chaplin, Ralph. ‘The Hand That Will Rule the World – One Big Union’, Solidarity, June 30, 1917. 
http://www.laborarts.org/collections/item.cfm?itemid=410 (Accessed July 20, 2011).
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The diary of Robert Maxwell 
Dennistoun 
Excerpt from the May 7, 1919 entry in the diary of Robert 
Dennistoun, a lawyer and judge in Winnipeg during the Strike.
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Bolchivism [sic] and Labour

Conditions in Western Can. [Canada] are disturb-
ing. The Printers Union are demanding all that 
the Free Press can earn saying they will own 
the paper and will allow nothing for capital. 
The Wpg. [Winnipeg] St [Street] Ry. [Railway] Em-
ployees are saying the same thing and putting 
another strike forward contrary to agreement. 
A labor Candidate in Calgary has announced he 
is out against the policies of the late Mr. Jesus 
Christ. Karl Marcx (sic) is now the prophet who 
speaks wisdom. 

Good steady workmen say that rank revolution is 
being talked openly at their meeting. Many dis-
approve but dare not say so.

“Robert Maxwell Dennistoun diary entry dated 7 May 1919, excerpt,” Archives of Manitoba, MG14 
B24, Robert Maxwell Dennistoun Family, Box 1. 

Comments in brackets are not part of the original document. They have been added to assist the reader with difficult words.
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Excerpt from the May 7, 1919 entry in the diary of Robert 
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p4 42 CR.R. 46 PD
 Calgary Alta May 19/19
V R Midgley 
 Labor Temple Vancouver 

In event of troops being brought into Winnipeg or martial
law [military control and enforcement of law and order] being de-
clared in order to suppress general strike in Winnipeg we think 
the central executive committee should seriously consider active 
measures being taken to assist Winnipeg men by calling a general 
strike throughout the west. 
-P W Christophers.

“Telegram of 19 May 1919 from P. W. Christophers to V. R. Midgley,” Archives of Manitoba, MG10 A3, P.W. Christopher, One Big Union fonds, 
M308. http://manitobia.ca/content/en/records/OBU/OBU_1919_0519_tel.xml (Accessed July 20, 2011).

Comments in brackets are not part of the original document. They have been added to assist the reader with difficult words.
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The One Big Union is Bolshevism 
pure and simple 
Political Pamphlet published in 1919 about the One Big Union.
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Bolshevism

Extract from the constitution of 
“The Federation of Unions of Rus-
sian Workers of the U.S. and Cana-
da,” the simon [relative]-pure Bol-
shevik organization planted on this 
continent by paid agents of Lenine 
and Trotsky.

One Big Union

Extract from the official steno-
graphic record of the proceed-
ings at the Western Canada Labor 
Conference at Calgary last March, 
where the One Big Union movement 
was launched by labor delegates 
from all western cities, including 
29 from Winnipeg.

Fundamental Principle of the 
Federation

“The struggle between the classes 
still continues at the present time 
and will terminate only when the 
laboring masses are organized into 
ONE UNION and USE FORCE to take 
possession of all wealth through 
the violence of Social Revolution.”

Resolution Creating the One Big 
Union

“Resolved that this conference 
place itself on record as favor-
ing the immediate re-organization 
of the workers along industrial 
lines, so THAT BY VIRTUE OF THEIR 
STRENGTH, the workers may be bet-
ter prepared to ENFORCE ANY DE-
MAND they consider essential to 
their maintenance and 
well-being.”

“The One Big Union is Bolshevism pure and simple” © Public Domain. Canadian Museum of Civilization. 
http://www.civilization.ca/cmc/exhibitions/hist/labour/la21j4.shtml (Accessed August 14, 2011)

Comments in brackets are not part of the original document. They have been added to assist the reader with difficult words.
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Newspaper editorial from 
Vancouver
Excerpt from a newspaper article published on May 20, 1919 in 
The World, a Vancouver newspaper.
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The World
May 20, 1919

No Soviet at Winnipeg

It is not correct to say that Soviet (organized labour unions) control as replaced 
civil government in Winnipeg. What has happened is merely that through the 
withdrawal of the trades of unionists from their usual occupations the leaders of 
labor associations [unions] are temporarily in a position to dominate the city’s 
commercial and industrial activities.

Soviet control is a very different thing. As practised in Russia, Soviet control 
means the power of life and death over a whole community. There is no power 
above the Soviet except a central authority in which all Soviets are represented. 
There are no laws except those which the Soviets pass and can enforce.

In Winnipeg the law, British law is still in force and enforceable. 

[…]

No one in Winnipeg is deprived of his vote or his civil status because he does not 
happen to belong to a trade union. Which is what happens in Russia.

“No Soviet at Winnipeg” The World, May 20, 1919 (Vancouver). Peace & Conflict, The Historica-Dominion Institute, 
http://www.histori.ca/peace/page.do?subclassName=Document&pageID=402 (Accessed July 25, 2011).

Comments in brackets are not part of the original document. They have been added to assist the reader with difficult words.
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Legislative insecticide political 
cartoon
Political cartoon published in the Brantford Expositor on June 9, 
1919. The writing on the worms includes the following words: 
Sovietism, sedition, foreign strike plotters, foreign disloyalty 
propagandists, foreigners, foreign labour agitators, Bolshevism.
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Charles Hou and Cynthia Hou, Great Canadian Political Cartoons, 1915–1945 (Vancouver, BC: 
Moody’s Lookout Press, 2002), p. 34. Courtesy of Moody’s Lookout Press.
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Great War veterans demonstration at city hall
Photograph taken on June 4, 1919 during a rally against the Winnipeg General Strike that was 
organized by some World War I veterans.

“Great War veterans demonstration at city hall,” Archives of Manitoba, Winnipeg Strike 5 (N12296). http://manitobia.ca/content/en/photos/events/
WSE_1919_0604_N12296.xml (Accessed July 20, 2011).
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Swearing in special police
Photograph taken on June 9, 1919 of the government swearing in of 1800 “special” police officers 
to be used during the Winnipeg General Strike.  Many members of Winnipeg’s police force were 
fired for refusing to take an oath promising they would not strike. 

“Swearing in special police,” Archives of Manitoba, Winnipeg Strike 16 (N12307). 
http://manitobia.ca/content/en/photos/events/WSC_1919_0605_N12307 (Accessed July 20, 2011).
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Overturning streetcar on Main Street
Photograph taken on Bloody Saturday, June 21, 1919, when strikers in Winnipeg overturned a 
streetcar in protest of the government’s response to the strike.

“Overturning streetcar on Main Street,” Archives of Manitoba, Foote 1696 (N2762).
http://manitobia.ca/content/en/photos/events/LBF_1919_0621_N2762.xml (Accessed July 15, 2011).
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Mounted police charging
On June 21, 1919, the police charged on protestors, injuring 30 and killing two. Union members 
referred to this day as Bloody Saturday.

“Mounted police charging,” Archives of Manitoba, Winnipeg Strike 20 (N12310). CC BY-NC-SA 1.0. 
http://manitobia.ca/content/en/photos/events/WSC_1919_0610_N12310.xml (Accessed August 1, 2011).
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Winnipeg General Sympathetic 
Strike May–June 
Excerpt from an account of the strike published by the Worker’s 
Defence Committee, an organization that supported labour 
rights.

Winnipeg general strike

The Workers’ Defence Committee

The idea of a conspiracy is preposterous [ridiculous]. The contention [posi-
tion] of the Crown that these activities were part of an attempt to set up 
a soviet and to bring about a revolution, is a pretext by which they hope 
to railroad active leaders of the working class to jail, and an excuse for 
them to carry on an active propaganda against “Reds,” “Revolutionists,” 
“Left Wingers,” “Radicals,” “Progressives,” or whatever they may be called. 
“Bolshevists” is, of course, the most telling expression from their stand-
point.
If they are successful in this endeavor it is quite clear that the Govern-
ment will pass legislation [laws] or, more orders- in-council, suppress-
ing [restraining] every organization, and imprisoning every person who in 
any way seeks to better the general condition of the workers. That is no 
mere suspicion on our part is proven by fact that, while the strike was in 
progress, the Immigration Act was re-introduced into the Federal Parlia-
ment. 
It had already been amended [changed] and signed by the Governor-General, 
not more than a couple of days previously. When re-introduced it was re-
amended purposely to destroy the right of trial by jury for all British 
born citizens, and also make it possible to deport the strike leaders with-
out legal trial. This act was re-introduced into the Ottawa Parliament, 
and amended within the short space of time of twenty minutes. It was next 
rushed through the Senate, then to the Governor-General for signature. 
From first to last the time taken for the whole process was less than 45 
minutes. 
There is not a parallel for this stampede [rush] legislation in the whole 
British history. Shortly after this amendment was passed the accused were 
arrested, rushed to the penitentiary, and, on the third day, brought be-
fore the Board of Enquiry, so that they might have a secret hearing and 
then be deported. That this plan was not carried out was due, we believe, 
wholly to the storm of protest raised in all parts of Canada against the 
outrage.
The fact that they were unable under the re-amended Immigration Act, at 
that time, to accomplish their designs, halted them for the moment, but it 
also accentuated their determination to crush the whole progressive work-
ing class movement.

Workers’ Defence Committee (Winnipeg, Man.), “Winnipeg general sympathetic strike May–June 1919 (variant title History of the Winnipeg 
Strike), excerpt, p. 4–5,” Archives of Manitoba, MG10 A14-2 Robert Boyd Russell 61. 

Comments in brackets are not part of the original document. They have been added to assist the reader with difficult words.
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British Columbia Teachers’ 
Federation resource guide
Excerpt from a teacher resource guide published by the British 
Columbia Teachers’ Federation and the British Columbia 
Federation of Labour in 2001.

#1

World War I ended in 1918. Times were hard for Canadian workers. People were 
angry that corporations had made huge profits during the war while others suffered. 
Prices were rising much faster than wages. Jobs were hard to find. The government 
made organizing hard for unions and radical groups by keeping wartime orders 
limiting free speech and assembly. Some left-wing organizations were made illegal. 
Many workers saw the Russian Revolution as the beginning of the end of class 
exploitation. The idea of workers overthrowing their oppressors was attractive to 
many.

On May 15, 1919, Winnipeg workers—union members and unorganized workers—
went on strike. They shut down Canada’s third largest city for six weeks. Workers 
went on strike for recognition of their unions and the right to bargain collectively 
for their wages and working conditions. Factories, stores, restaurants, offices, pub-
lic transportation, fire departments, newspapers, telephone, postal system—every-
thing stopped. The Winnipeg General Strike was the most complete general strike 
in North American history. Thousands of war veterans demonstrated in support 
of the strikers. Many strikes and demonstrations took place in other cities across 
Canada.

The government and businesses saw the strike as the beginning of a worker revo-
lution. Winnipeg business people organized the “Committee of 1000” to oppose 
the strike. The government promised to use all resources, military, financial, and 
legislative, to crush the strike. Armoured cars, troops, and machine-gun units were 
moved to Winnipeg. The strike leaders were arrested and threatened with deporta-
tion. The police violently attacked a peaceful Winnipeg parade of strikers and war 
veterans. Dozens of people were injured. The strike was smashed.
In the provincial election after the strike, 11 labour representatives were elected. 
Three of those elected were strike leaders still in jail. Many labour representatives 
were elected to Winnipeg City Council as well. The following year, J. S. Wood-
sworth was elected to the House of Commons. He had been arrested but never went 
to trial for his involvement.

British Columbia Teachers’ Federation and the British Columbia Federation of Labour, Youth, unions, and you: A 
secondary teacher’s guide to labour studies for B.C. schools (Victoria, BC: British Columbia Teachers’ Federation, 
2001), pp. 129–130, http://bctf.ca/uploadedFiles/public/TeachingResources/YouthUnionsYou/SS11_L1.pdf (Ac-
cessed July 17, 2011). 

Comments in brackets are not part of the original document. They have been added to assist the reader with difficult words.
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A spectacular demonstration of 
workers solidarity
Excerpt from an article written by historian Ramsay Cook, 
published as part of The illustrated history of Canada, first 
published in 1997.

#2

Though there were strikes from Vancouver to Halifax, and much radical talk 
about general strikes and even revolution in several centres, it was Win-
nipeg between May 15 and June 25 that the most spectacular demonstra-
tion of workers solidarity took place. There virtually the whole labour force 
responded to the Winnipeg Trade and Labour Council’s appeal for a general 
strike. With employers and their middle class supporters organized behind 
the citizens committee and the workers led by the strike committee, the 
level of emotion and rhetoric reached a high pitch. The Russian Revolution 
provided a backdrop for strike leaders who spoke loosely of “revolution” 
and their opponents who muttered darkly about “Soviets” and “Bolshevists.” 
The drama itself worked itself slowly towards a brutal denouement [the final 
resolution of the plot]. 

Federal, provincial and municipal governments agreed that the strike repre-
sented a threat to the established order. To end that threat police and troops 
were used to enforce the Riot Act and to disperse peaceful demonstrations. 
Inevitably there were casualties, arrests and a few “foreigners” deported. 
The strike collapsed. Though several strike leaders spent time in jail, at-
tempts to convict them of seditious and revolutionary activity failed. Even 
though the strike produced no concrete results, it did convince working 
people in Winnipeg of the need for political action.

Ramsay Cook, “The triumph and trials of materialism (1900–1945),” in Craig Brown (ed.), The illustrated history 
of Canada (Toronto, ON: Key Porter Books, 1997), pp. 375–466.

Comments in brackets are not part of the original document. They have been added to assist the reader with difficult words.
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Labour’s revolt: The Winnipeg 
General Strike
Excerpt from a website created by the Canadian Museum of 
Civilization in Ottawa, Ontario.

#3

In the spring of 1919, Winnipeg was a hot bed of 
militant unionism and radical politics. Sympathy for 
creating the One Big Union (OBU) was strong and in-
terest in socialist ideas was intensifying. In this charged 
atmosphere of class relations, councils of unions among 
the metal and building trades entered negotiations with 
their respective employers’ federations. The workers’ 
demands included higher wages and union recognition. 
Employers simply refused to negotiate with the metal 
and building trades councils. This rejection propelled 
the explosive issues of union recognition and workers’ 
rights to collective bargaining to the fore.

When no resolution to the conflicts appeared possible, 
the metal and building trades councils asked the bigger 
Winnipeg Trades and Labour Council (WTLC) for 
help. On May 6, the WTLC met and decided to poll all 
of its members on whether or not to launch a general 
strike to support the metal and building trades workers. 
On May 13, the WTLC announced the results: over 11 
000 in favour of striking and fewer than 600 opposed. 
The overwhelming vote for strike action surprised even 
the most optimistic labour leaders. They expected solid 
support from railway, foundry, and factory workers, but 
were greatly surprised by the equally strong support 
coming from other unions. For example, city police 
voted 149 to 11 for strike action, firefighters 149 to 6, 
water works employees 44 to 9, postal workers 250 
to 19, cooks and waiters 278 to 0, and tailors 155 to 
13. With this overwhelming endorsement in hand, the 
WTLC declared a general strike to begin on May 15, at 
11:00 a.m. A large Central Strike Committee was cre-
ated to oversee the conduct of the strike.

Employers and local government officials wasted little 
time in responding to labour’s challenge. They estab-
lished the Citizens’ Committee of 1000, a group of 
Winnipeg’s wealthiest manufacturers, lawyers, bankers, 
and politicians. The Citizens’ Committee ignored the 
strikers’ basic demands for improved wages and upon 

Comments in brackets are not part of the original document. They have been added to assist the reader with difficult words.
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recognition, concentrating instead on a campaign to 
discredit the labour movement. It branded the strik-
ers as Bolsheviks and 
alien scum.” It declared the strike a revolution-
ary conspiracy. The Citizens’ Committee had no 
evidence to support such charges, but used them as a 
means to avoid conciliation.
Worried by heightened tensions in Winnipeg and 
across the country, the federal government decided 
to intervene. Several cabinet ministers travelled to 
Winnipeg to meet with local government officials 
and the Citizens’ Committee. They refused requests 
from the Strike Committee for similar consultations. 
On the advice of these cabinet ministers, the federal 
government aggressively supported the employers. 
Federal employees were ordered back to work or 
faced dismissal. Then, the Federal Immigration Act 
was amended quickly so that British-born immi-
grants could be deported and the Criminal Code’s 
definition of sedition broadened. These changes 
were undertaken in conjunction with the arrest of 
ten strike leaders. All these actions were taken to 
intimidate the strikers into submission. 

On Saturday, June 21, thousands of strikers and their 
sympathizers gathered in downtown Winnipeg to 
protest the arrest of their leaders. The Mayor called 
on the North West Mounted Police to disperse the 
crowds. In the ensuing confrontation, two strikers 
were killed and at least 30 injured. As the crowd 
scattered onto nearby streets and alleyways it was 
met by several hundred “special police” deputized 
by the city during the strike. Armed with baseball 
bats and wagon spokes supplied by local retailers, 
the “specials” beat the protesters. Soon the army was 
also on the streets, patrolling with machine-guns 
mounted on their vehicles. On Thursday, June 26, 
fearing yet more violence, strike leaders declared an 
end to the strike.

“Winnipeg General Strike,” Canadian museum of civilization: 
Labour’s revolt.


