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Rioters and Regina police
Photograph taken on July 1, 1935 of the conflict between trekkers and Regina police during the 
Regina Riot. 

© Public Domain. City of Regina Archives Photograph Collection, CORA-RPL-B-392 | 
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Newspaper report on the causes 
of the riot
Excerpt from an article published in the Montreal Gazette on 
January 17, 1936. 

#2
Who was to blame for 

the Regina riot?

The Montreal Gazette 
January 17, 1936

Regina. January 16 – Hints there was 
going to be “plenty of activity” in down-
town Regina on Dominion Day came to 
him from “well-informed sources,” In-
spector John Chesser told a commission 
investigating activities of unemployed 
relief camp relief camp strikers.….

He was in charge of a force of 80 police 
officers, he said. These men he deployed 
about the Union Railway Station, the 
railway power house and the telegraph 
offices. Each constable carried a re-
volver but no ammunition. Shells, he 
said, had been withdrawn early in the 
evening. 

“It was in the atmosphere something 
was going to happen on that night.” He 
told the Commission. His information 
came from telephone calls and from 
strikers he knew personally. Several 
strikers were arrested in the railway 
yards. Each carried a carved stick. 
“They are all making them,” was the an-
swer police received when the men were 
questioned. 

He had information the strikers planned 
to attack the Union Station, other rail-
way property and the Hotel Saskatch-
ewan. He telephoned Col. S. T. Wood, 
Assistant Commissioner of the Royal 
Canadian Mounted Police at Regina, 

Comments in brackets are not part of the original document. They have been added to assist the reader with difficult words.

and informed him “anything might 
happen.”

Early that evening he received a tele-
phone call and was informed strikers 
planned to concentrate at the Capitol 
Theatre. During the rioting a crowd 
appeared outside the Union Station. 
“Someone gave an order and they all 
started back to the Stadium, where 
police were outnumbered.”

Other witnesses to give evidence in-
cluded Cornelius Rink, former mayor 
of Regina, J.C. Malone, barrister, 
and Lance-Corporal Lemieux, of the 
R.C.M.P., Regina detachment. 

Mr. Malone told of driving his car into 
a lane near the Alexandria Hotel on 
Hamilton Street. He found the lane 
“full of rioters,” armed with bricks and 
rocks[.] As the police approached they 
rushed out “and let fly.”

Mr. Rink [Mayor of Regina] told of a 
“threat” made by a delegation who de-
scribed themselves as strikers, the day 
after the trekkers reached Regina from 
the West. 

One of them said “everything will be 
peaceable if we get what we want. If 
we have to have three feet of blood in 
Regina we will have it.”

The Montreal Gazette – Jan 17, 1936 “Warning of Regina Riots 
Given Police: Witness Tells Commission of Phone Call from 
Strikers He Knew Personally” pp. 3.
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First notch—Estevan 1931; Second notch—Regina 1935
Cartoon published in The Worker on July 9, 1935. The cartoon refers to the 1931 Estevan riot, 
during which three striking coal miners were killed and many others injured during battles with the 
RCMP.

“First Notch—Estevan 1931: Second Notch—Regina 1935.” In The Worker, 9 July 1935. In All Hell Can’t Stop Us: The On-to-Ottawa Trek and Regina 
Riot. Calgary: Fifth House, 2003. Pp. 222.15.
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Testimony of Clarence Mason for the 
Regina Riot Inquiry Commission 
Transcript of the testimony of On-to-Ottawa trekker Clarence Mason published 
as part of the records of the Regina Riot Commission in December 1935. The 
Regina Riot Commission was created in order to analyze the causes of the riot.

#4
Who was to blame for 

the Regina riot?

Comments in brackets are not part of the original document. They have been added to assist the reader with difficult words.

Q. Can you tell me whether or 
not the leaders of the trek 
said anything to you with ref-
erence to Communism?
A. No.
Q. Did they say anything to you 
at any time with reference to 
overthrowing the Government 
of Canada by force?
A. No.
Q. Or with reference to the 
kidnapping of any officers of 
the Government?
A. No.
Q. What was your understanding 
of the purposes of the trek?
A. To see if—to take it before 
the Supreme Court of Canada, 
and the object of the trek was—
the main object was work and 
wages. I was unemployed myself. 
THE CHAIRMAN: - You mean the 
Government of Canada.
A. Yes, I mean the Government 
of Canada
MR. CUNNINGHAM: -All right. 
When did you first know that 
there was to be a meeting on 
Market Square?
A. That afternoon.
Q. On July the first?
A. That afternoon.
Q. How did you learn it?
A. I was told by a group cap-
tain.

Q. Did you go to a meeting?
A. Yes.
Q. I want you to tell me what 
happened and what you saw 
that evening, briefly. I am 
not interested in the general 
story, but only in specific 
details that you saw. 
A. Well when I arrived at the 
meeting Mr. Toothill was just 
finishing up his speech, and 
he finished and there was a 
gentleman by the name of Mr. 
Winters. He called for dona-
tions to help support the Re-
lief Camp Strikers, and when 
he was about half way through 
with his appeal, there was a 
whistle blown by some indi-
vidual—I don’t know whom—and 
someone yelled, There is the 
Police.

I looked towards the Police 
Station and I saw the police-
men was charging the Square 
…. 

Q. How long a time was it af-
ter the whistle blew that you 
saw Evans [On-to-Ottawa lead-
er Arthur “Slim” Evans]?
A. About a minute.
(continued on next page)



consortium
thinkingcritical

the

Comments in brackets are not part of the original document. They have been added to assist the reader with difficult words.

Testimony of Clarence Mason for 
the Regina Riot Inquiry Commission  
(continued)
Transcript of the testimony of On-to-Ottawa trekker Clarence Mason published 
as part of the records of the Regina Riot Commission in December 1935. The 
Regina Riot Commission was created in order to analyze the causes of the riot.

#4
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the Regina riot?

Comments in brackets are not part of the original document. They have been added to assist the reader with difficult words.

Q. Where was he, just what was 
he doing?
A. There was a crowd of plain 
clothes police around him.
Q. How many?
A. Oh, it is very hard to es-
timate. I don’t know the exact 
number—I never paid any par-
ticular attention to them.
Q. They were around him there—
what do you mean by that?
A. Well they were surrounding 
him at that time.
Q. What was he doing?
A. Well, he was doing nothing 
from what I could see.
Q. He was standing still?
A. He was standing and I was 
on the outside, and I was just 
looking in and I could just 
barely see his head—he is a 
tall man.
Q. How far away were you from 
him?
A. Oh, maybe twenty-five feet.
Q. And what happened after 
that?
A. Well I ran over in that gen-
eral direction—I figured that I 
had better get off the Square, 
if possible, and while going by 

there I yelled to Evans what 
to do, and he yelled Nothing 
[no punctuation]. There was an-
other plainclothes, who shoved 
me—he said: Do nothing Evans.
Q. Anything else happen after 
that, that you saw?
A. No, not in particular, un-
less it goes on from there 
when I was taken to the jail.
Q. What did you see on the way 
to jail?
A. Well, general confusion 
round [sic] the Market Square 
at that particular time.
Q. By the way, how did it hap-
pen that you were taken to the 
jail?
A. When I went in there and 
this fellow, he shoved me, 
I says, I asked him who he 
thought he was shoving, and 
he said, It is none of your 
damned business, [no punctua-
tion] and he closed in on me 
and he pinned my arms to my 
side.

Saskatchewan Archives Board. F 415 Records of the Regina Riot 
Inquiry Commission fonds. R-255 B. Record of Proceedings. 
Volume XXV.Source: “Testimonies,” ‘Stopped in their tracks’ 
The 1935 Regina riot, http://1935reginariot.blogspot.com/p/testi-
monies-in-aftermath-of-riot-on.html (Accessed August 29, 2011). 
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Testimony of John L. Smith for the 
Regina Riot Inquiry Commission
Transcript of the testimony of On-to-Ottawa trekker John L. Smith published 
as part of the records of the Regina Riot Commission in December 1935. The 
Regina Riot Commission was created in order to analyze the causes of the riot.
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A. There was a few of us there and 
we decided to go to the Stadium. 
Before that, I had gone a consid-
erable distance along South Rail-
way Street, going east, and when 
I came back again, the people had 
practically all gone away, and a 
lot of Mounted Police were lined 
up on Market Square. I saw three 
of them had a man down, his head 
was hanging down and they had 
him by the arms. He appeared to be 
unconscious.
Q. What were they doing?
A. One of them had kicked him.
Q. Did you see that?
A. Yes. 
Q. Anything else you saw that 
night?
A. Well, no, because I started to 
make my way to the Stadium. I got 
as far as the junction of South 
Railway and Cornwall Street. I 
there saw a mounted policeman who 
apparently was—well, he was fir-
ing his gun at what I believed 
was a garage on the other side 
of the street. I stood there with 
my hands in my pockets, for some 
time. I do not know exactly how 
long a time. I could not possibly 
estimate it. It is rather diffi-
cult, but this attracted my atten-
tion.
Q. What happened after that?
A. I was standing there with my 
hands in my pockets, and somebody 
came behind me. I never saw the 
man but I subsequently learned he 

was a City Detective. I just saw 
his arms and hands, he had on 
a grey striped flannel suit. He 
grabbed me with his arms, and a 
Mounted Policeman came up, wav-
ing his gun.
MR. COMMISSIONER DOAK: Where 
were you standing?
A. There was two lampstands at 
the end of Cornwall Street that 
comes into South Railway. I was 
standing about half way between 
those two and this fellow came 
up behind me, and put his arms 
around me, and all I could see, 
was that he had a grey striped 
flannel suit. He held me by the 
arms and a Mounted Policeman 
came up, waving his gun, and then 
he hit me here (indicates) in the 
mouth, with his left hand. 
Immediately after that I re-
ceived two more blows up here 
(indicates) … then I subsequently 
received a considerable num-
ber of blows on the head, from, 
I suppose sticks or clubs but I 
was naturally rather in a dazed 
condition and I could not exactly 
say what weapons were employed. 
Apparently I was beaten all the 
way, from there to the Cornwall 
Street Mounted Police Station. 
One of the Mounted Policemen 
then dragged me downstairs by 
one arm.

Saskatchewan Archives Board. F 415 Records of the Regina Riot 
Inquiry Commission fonds. R-255 B. Record of Proceedings. 
Volume XXV.
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First-hand account of the riot
First-hand account of the Regina riot from Ronald Liversedge 
from his book Recollections of the On to Ottawa trek that was 
published in 1973. Liversedge helped organize the B.C. Relief 
Camp strike and later participated in the On to Ottawa Trek.
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Who was to blame for 
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Comments in brackets are not part of the original document.  They have been added to assist the reader with difficult words.

Recollections of the On to Ottawa Trek

The meeting wasn’t long under way. Evans was speaking when four large 
furniture vans backed up, one to each corner of the Market Square. A 
shrill whistle blasted out a signal, the back of the vans were lowered, 
and out poured the Mounties, each armed with a baseball bat.
 
They must have been packed very tightly in those vans for there were lots 
of them. In their first mad, shouting, club-swinging charge they killed 
Regina City Detective Miller, who had evidently come onto the Square to 
help them. In less than minutes the Market Square was a mass of writhing, 
groaning forms, like a battlefield ….

The surprise was complete, and it was a victory for the Mounties, the only 
one they had that night. Even at that, they were unable to follow up, as 
there were also not a few Mounties writhing on the ground, and it took 
about half of their number to arrest Evans and the few boys on the plat-
form ….

It was to be a squeeze play. We were not going to be allowed to get out of 
town. We were to be smashed up. How incredibly stupid. Immediately orders 
were given us to build barricades, and there was plenty of material to 
work with. 

The street was lined with parked cars and we simply pushed them into the 
street, turned them on their sides, and piled them two high ….

Our defense was simple: in front of the barricade, two lines of us formed, 
one behind the other, right across the street, each with a good armful 
of big rocks. As the line of horsemen charged, we waited until they were 
quite close, and then the front rank let go a barrage of rocks, and as 
soon as their rocks were finished, down on their knees they would go, and 
the row of men behind had a clear filed to let go their barrage.

Ronald Liversedge, Recollections of the On to Ottawa trek (Toronto, ON: McClelland and Stewart Ltd., 1973), pp. 112–114.
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Excerpt from a RCMP report regarding the causes of the Regina 
riot, written for the Regina Riot Inquiry Commission.
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Comments in brackets are not part of the original document.  They have been added to assist the reader with difficult words.

RCMP Report:
The Regina Riot Inquiry Commission

Colonel Wood himself was of the opinion that, if the leaders were to 
be arrested, action should be taken immediately because he believed 
that the strikers were preparing to make some desperate move; this 
was also the belief of the Inspector Chesser and Major Murison of 
the Canadian Pacific Railway Police. The foundation for their be-
lief was confidential information which the police officers had 
from a source which they considered thoroughly reliable, to the ef-
fect that the strikers were making clubs and preparing for battle 
with the police … he feared that they were planning demonstrations 
in the city which might result in riots and he believed that quick 
action in arresting the leaders might prevent the disturbances and 
make it easier to negotiate with the men for their return to the 
camps or to their homes.

Saskatchewan Archives Board. F 415 Records of the Regina Riot Inquiry Commission fonds. R-255 B. Record of Proceedings. Volume XXV.
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On-to-Ottawa trekker reflects
First-hand account from an On-to-Ottawa trekker who was in Regina during the 
riot. The account was published as part of Ten lost years, 1929–1939: Memories 
of Canadians who survived the Depression, a collection of interviews compiled 
by historian Barry Broadfoot. 
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On-to-Ottawa trekker reflects

I always thought the Regina riot was what you would today call a snow 
job. A police riot, against us, the trekkers, and believe me when I say an 
awful lot of those smashed windows and stolen goods were the work of good 
Regina citizens. I know. I saw them. Men in good clothes who weren’t with 
our bunch who came out from Vancouver and so I can say, those guys that 
did the looting were a lot of Regina people. Well, mostly.

Look, look at it this way. We were disciplined. Art Evans told us it had to 
be this way, that being polite and organized and neat even in our old duds 
was the way to gain public support, and we’d got it all along the line. 
Suppose a trekker was found with a pen and pencil set or a wrist watch or 
something in his pocket. Well, they would have thrown the key away. Five, 
eight, ten years. Looting was the worst crime against property and you 
know what property was in those days ….

I’m sorry the policeman was killed and some of our boys got arrested and 
it made a lot of noise across the country but as I said, it was a snow job 
[an attempt to deceive]. Old R. B. Bennett wanted a showdown and he got it, 
piling all those cops into vans and banging them into the square. Guns 
were firing. Guess who had the guns? He wanted to discredit the trek and 
he did. Oh, yes, he succeeded. We were, in the eyes of a lot of people, just 
a bunch of Reds [communists]. Carrying the [Communist Party membership] 
card. It wasn’t like that at all. We were just a bunch of ordinary guys, 
but Bennett stuck the label on us and it stuck. He did a lot of harm that 
day, that guy.

Barry Broadfoot, Ten lost years, 1929–1939: Memories of Canadians who survived the Depression (Toronto, ON: McClelland & Stewart Ltd., 
1997), pp. 410. 
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On-to-Ottawa trekker 
remembers
First-hand account from an On-to-Ottawa trekker who was in Regina during the 
riot. The account was published as part of Ten lost years, 1929–1939: Memories 
of Canadians who survived the Depression, a collection of interviews compiled 
by historian Barry Broadfoot.
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I wouldn’t say it was a riot, not at first. We were behaving peaceably 
enough there in Regina, and then the police on one side and the Mount-
ies on the other started to pull the guys, our speakers, off the platform. 
There was whistles blowing and horses charging and you could say it was 
the police doing the rioting, clubbing and charging. We took it for a few 
minutes and then we let go, against them.

There might have been about 1500 of us, all pretty pissed off, and those 
newspaper reports that there was about 4000 of us was crazy. There was 
never more than 2000 trek boys at any time. What the others were, they 
were Regina people down to Market Square to hear the speakers. Then when 
trouble started they were gone, just like that. Citizens of Regina, and not 
wanting any trouble ….

The Communists were behind the whole thing, you know, from the beginning 
and I guess to the end, although a lot of them would fade out at the final 
curtain. They didn’t believe in going to jail.

There was Arthur Evans, and he was a real hard nut…Evans insisted that 
we behave ourselves. No violence, none at all. No stealing, and that was 
going to crimp an awful lot of guys’ style. Be polite. Thank people when 
they gave us food or allowed us to sleep beneath their apple orchards ….

As I recall we were going to have a mass meeting in the Market Square in 
Regina. We’d been sleeping on the ground and getting handouts and hang-
ing around town for more than 10 days, two weeks and some of the boys had 
gotten into a little trouble, some stealing, theft by night, that sort of 
thing, and the locals weren’t all that kindly disposed towards us.

Bennett ordered that Evans and his boys were to be arrested at the meet-
ing. That was on Dominion Day. It was a stupid thing, but just about ev-
erything you care to name which the government did in those days was 
stupid. Well, as soon as the meeting got going they jumped us. I don’t 
think our boys had any guns but the police sure as hell did, and they 
were using them ….”

Barry Broadfoot, Ten lost years, 1929–1939: Memories of Canadians who survived the Depression (Toronto, ON: McClelland & Stewart Ltd., 
1997), pp. 407–410.



consortium
thinkingcritical

the

Comments in brackets are not part of the original document.  They have been added to assist the reader with difficult words.

Political cartoon in the University 
of Saskatchewan’s student 
newspaper
Cartoon published in the University of Saskatchewan’s student 
newspaper, The Sheaf. The Crown’s star witness in the Regina 
Riot Inquiry Commission is portrayed as a drunk.

Who was to blame for 
the Regina riot?

#10

Cartoon published in the University of Saskatchewan student newspaper, The Sheaf, In All Hell 
Can’t Stop Us: The On-to-Ottawa Trek and Regina Riot (Calgary: Fifth House, 2003), p. 222.14. 
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Victim No. 2
Excerpt from a journal article written by historian Bill Waiser 
entitled “Victim No. 2,” published in the Beaver Magazine in 2003.

#1

The official death toll of the Regina riot was one. Detective Charles Millar of the Regina City Police died from mas-
sive head injuries when struck by a large, blunt instrument, most likely a piece of cordwood, during the fighting in 
Market Square. But there was a second death that the RCMP attempted to cover up.

On June 19, 1935, about two hundred men from the Department of National Defence relief camp at Dundurn, just 
south of Saskatoon, joined the trek in Regina. Among them was fifty-two-year-old Nicklas John (Nick) Schaack, a 
widowed farm hand from Watertown, South Dakota, who had lived in Saskatchewan since 1910.

Nick was one of the rioters during the Dominion Day melee. He was forcibly subdued in a vacant lot in downtown 
Regina and taken to the guard room at the RCMP Training Depot, where he was placed in the same cell with trek 
leader Arthur “Slim” Evans.

Schaack, according to Evans, was in “a very bad way.” Lying semiconscious in the lower bunk, he had a swollen 
face, two split lips, and blood oozing from one ear. Corporal James Lyons, the provost in charge of the barracks 
cells, summoned the RCMP surgeon, Dr. Samuel Moore, who diagnosed a mild concussion and recommended the 
application of cold compresses ….

By morning, Schaack had reportedly recovered. “He was not quite right,” Corporal Lyons observed, “but he could 
get around. He didn’t eat anything, but he had—he had some 
coffee ….” 

At the urging of the mothers’ committee, Schaack was eventually sent to the General Hospital on August 25—the 
same day charges against him were dropped. Schaack’s condition steadily worsened. He suffered a heart attack and 
then developed pneumonia. On October 9, the hospital superintendent wrote Schaack’s family in South Dakota that 
he was unlikely to recover, and that if he did, he would be transferred to the Weyburn mental hospital. He died nine 
days later ….

His attending physician at the General Hospital, Dr. E. K. Sauer, had initially regarded Schaack’s case as “purely a 
mental one.” Then, on October 19, the day after Schaack’s death, he told the Regina Leader-Post that the trekker had 
died from pneumonia, precipitated by a heart disorder ….

The other curious thing about Schaack’s death is that his hospital record has inexplicably been wiped clear. Every 
single trekker who had been treated at one of the two Regina hospitals had a card detailing the period and nature of 
the illness and the cost of treatment. But in Schaack’s case, all that appears on his record is his name.

The attempt to play down Nick Schaack’s death underscores [demonstrates] how worried the RCMP were about 
their public image and reputation in the aftermath of the Regina riot. After all, the Mounties were largely responsible 
for the turmoil and destruction on the streets of downtown Regina because of their foolish insistence on wading 
into a volatile [unstable] situation. But in the end, the Regina Riot Inquiry Commission blamed the trekkers for the 
trouble, while completely exonerating [clearing of blame] the mounted police.

Bill Waiser, “Victim No. 2,” The Beaver 83, 4 (Aug/Sept. 2003), p. 26

Comments in brackets are not part of the original document. 

They have been added to assist the reader with difficult words.
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The riot shouldn’t have happened
Excerpt from a book written by historian Pierre Berton entitled The 
Great Depression: 1929–1939, published in 2001.  

#2

Barring the Winnipeg General Strike of 1919, the Regina Riot of July 1, 1935, is 
probably the best-known civilian disturbance in Canadian history. But unlike the 
Winnipeg strike, which had a purpose and a meaning, the events in Regina’s Mar-
ket Square that evening had neither objective nor reason. 

The riot shouldn’t have happened, didn’t have to happen, and almost didn’t happen. 
It was fuelled by fear, suspicion, stubbornness, pride, and, at the end, implacable 
[relentless] fury.

The federal government under R. B. Bennett must bear the greatest share of blame. 
Bennett’s pathological fear of bloody revolution provoked, in the end, bloody 
violence. Ottawa’s stubborn insistence on running affairs in Regina at long distance 
and its equally stubborn refusal to make any concessions to Evans contributed. The 
trekkers’ innate suspicions of the Lumsden camp [North of Regina] and Evan’s 
insistence on saving face by pretending that a victory of sorts had achieved didn’t 
help. And finally, there was the effect of the holiday weekend, which slowed down 
negotiations until they were outdistanced by the rush of events. Had Jimmy Gar-
diner [Saskatchewan Premier] been in his office that Monday, had the members of 
his Cabinet been at their desks, a solution would almost certainly have been found 
and the trek peacefully disbanded [ended], for Gardiner did not share Bennett’s 
unyielding antagonism [opposition] to Evans and his followers.

One can only sympathize with Colonel Wood, the veteran Mountie, who was under 
continual pressure from Ottawa to arrest the leadership of the trek immediately. Al-
though Evans and his colleagues could have been apprehended at any time or place 
in Regina, Wood wanted to move when he could take them all at once and without 
inciting an uproar among the trekkers. But Ottawa insisted they be arrested without 
delay.

Pierre Berton, The Great Depression: 1929–1939 (Mississauga, ON: Anchor Canada, 2001), pp. 325–326.

Comments in brackets are not part of the original document. They have been added to assist the reader with difficult words.

Who was to blame for 
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Surprise attack
Excerpt from a website created by the On to Ottawa Historical 
Society, a group dedicated to preserving the history of the labour 
movement in Canada, including the On-to-Ottawa trek.

#3

The Trekkers and citizen support groups had decided to call a public meet-
ing on the Market Square on the evening of July 1, Dominion Day, to bring 
the public up to date on what had happened so far. It was attended by some 
1500 to 2000 people of whom 300 were Trekkers. The main body of the 
Trekkers had decided to stay in their camp at the Exhibition Grounds that 
night.

The meeting began at 8.00 p.m. Three large vans were parked on three sides 
of the square concealing RCMP riot squads. A whistle was blown and out 
charged RCMP. City police did likewise, having also been concealed in a 
nearby garage. The police began indiscriminately clubbing everyone within 
reach.

The attack caught everyone by surprise but then anger took over. People 
grabbed anything available to fight back—stones, sticks, and anything else 
lying around. Then RCMP on horseback also charged into the crowd with 
their clubs.

Driven from the Square, the battle continued in the surrounding streets for 
four hours.

Evans and other Trekkers on the speakers’ platform were arrested by a body 
of police in plain clothes.

The police began firing their revolvers above and into groups of people. Tear 
gas bombs were thrown at any groups that gathered together.
“On to Ottawa trek,” On to Ottawa Historical Society, February 2, 2011, http://www.ontoottawa.ca/trek/trek_riot1.
html (Accessed September 2, 2011).

Comments in brackets are not part of the original document. They have been added to assist the reader with difficult words.
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Counterpoints: Exploring 
Canadian issues
Excerpt from Counterpoints: Exploring Canadian Issues, a 
Canadian history textbook written by Garvin Moles and Michael 
Cranny, published in 2001.  

#4

Crowding into and on top of freight cars, the trekkers rode through the Prai-
ries, picking up more and more supporters along the way. When the protest-
ers reached Regina, the RCMP confined them in a local stadium, allowing 
only the leaders to proceed to Ottawa. 

The union leaders who met with Prime Minister Bennett had great hopes of 
being heard, but Bennett made his position clear immediately. He attacked 
the leaders as radicals and troublemakers ….The delegation was hustled out 
of the prime minister’s office at once. 

Back in Regina, the RCMP were ordered to clear all the trekkers from the 
stadium. The trekkers resisted, battling the RCMP and the local police for 
two hours. One man was killed, many were injured, and 130 men were ar-
rested.
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Comments in brackets are not part of the original document. They have been added to assist the reader with difficult words.

Who was to blame for 
the Regina riot?


