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Klondike outfit list
Excerpt from a letter sent from Dan Snure to his brother and 
sister in Ontario on August 1, 1897, in which Snure and his 
partner, Ned Dyers, list the supplies that they bought to take on 
their two-year adventure in the Klondike.
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Snure, Dan. “Dan Snure, Yukon Pioneer – Klondike Outfit List.” Explore North. August 1, 1897. http://explore-
north.com/library/yafeatures/bl-danlist.htm (Accessed August 2, 2011).

August 1, 1897
Supplies:

Our latest improved rifles, with 
plenty of ammunition
Two Colts Revolvers 
Six pairs snow glasses 
2 Axes – 3 shovels – 3 picks 
Some pick steel & Borax for [?] 
3 gold pans and one rocker Also 
Some quicksilver 
1 Whip Saw – 1 Hand Saw 
1 Box flat files – 1 claw hammer 
1 Frying pan – 1 Baking Pan 
1 – 8 quart granite kettle 
1 coffee pot – 6 granite cups 
2 large spoons – knives & forks & 
spoons 
4 granite plates – 1 Brace & set of 
bits 
Epsom Salts – quinine – Soda 
Mosquito bar (Silk) – 1 tent 
200 ft. 5/8” rope – Oakum 
Bachelors buttons – needles & 
thread 
Wax ends – Awls – Shor nails 
Shor tacks – Wire nails 

Leather soles, already cut out
Rubber patches – rubber cement
Our large magnet, also magnifying 
glass 
A quantity of Lime juice to keep 
off scurvy 
Alcohol – Carbolic Acid (for gray 
backs) 
Oiled canvas sheet to lay under 
blanket 
Sheet iron stove – Reflector for 
baking 
2 heavy pocket knives – Candle 
wicks 
250 lbs. Bacon Smoked extra heavy – 
Matches 
100 “ Evaporated Peaches – Baking 
Powder 
100 “ “ Apricots – Salt 
50 “ “ Apples – Black Pepper 
100 “ Self–rising Flour – 2 cases 
Milk – Condensed 
400 “ Graham Flour – 250 lbs. Beans 
500 “ Wheat Flour – Cayenne Pepper 
100 “ Rice – 20 lbs. Coffee – 30 lbs. 
Tea 
Castile Soap – Candles – Mustard 
Evaporated Potatoes & Onions 
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On the way to the gold fields
Excerpt from an article written by Australian George Vernon 
who describes his travels to the Klondike during the gold rush 
for a Brisbane newspaper.

#2
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Klondyke Adventurers.
On the Way to the Field
Letter from a Brisbaneite [someone from Brisbane, Australia]

We left Vancouver on 14th April, by steamer, for Dyea [Alaska]. It is 
only a four days’ trip, yet the fare is £7 steerage, and the freight and 
wharfage on my luggage was £5. we left Dyea on the 23rd, our goods being 
conveyed in a waggon drawn by four horses, which took it to Canyon City 
(which consists only of tents), a distance of about twelve miles, driving 
eight along the coast, over enormous boulders. Next day the goods were 
packed on horses, donkeys, and mules, and carried to what are termed the 
Scales, part of the way up Chilcoot Pass. As we had contracted to have 
our goods put on the summit at 4d. [pennies/pence] per pound we had noth-
ing to do with them until they were unloaded there. 

… The next place is Sheep Camp. This is an older place, and boasts of a 
large number of log cabins, and also of sharpers [gamblers], who play 
games of every description, decoying the unwary to pull out money, when 
they will grab it, turn up a card, and quietly tell the man he has lost 
his money. Having so many assistants around, it is no use protesting; 
one has to go on his way. If ever there was a hell on earth this is one. 
There are no police or laws of any description here ….

… At this point you leave the timber behind, and have either to carry 
firewood or buy it at the summit at ½d. [pennies/pence] per pound  ….

Rising the summit you take a rope in your hand and walk up in steps cut 
by people specially for that purpose, ascending about 4 in. each step, and 
the ascent is about two-thirds of a mile. To descend you sit on the snow, 
and almost before you can say “Jack Robinson” you find yourself at the 
bottom, having descended at the rate of about fifty miles an hour.

Vernon, George. “Klondye Adventurers: On the Way to the Fields – Letter from a Brisbaneite.” Explore North. October 1, 1898. http://explorenorth.com/
library/history/bl-klondyke1098.htm  (Accessed August 1, 2011).

Comments in brackets are not part of the original document. They have been added to assist the reader with difficult words.
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#3 Group of stampeders gathered outside a cabin
Photograph taken by Anton Vogee in 1898, shows stampeders (prospectors on their way to a newly 
discovered deposit of gold) crowded around a shell game outside of a cabin on the Dyea Trail. 

“Pack train - White Pass trail.” Anton Vogee fonds. Yukon Archives. #118, 1899. http://www.tc.gov.yk.ca/545.html  (Accessed August 1, 2011).

Klondike Gold Rush
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#4 Stampeders with horse and dog team
Photograph taken by Anton Vogee in 1899 shows stampeders (prospectors on their way to a newly 
discovered deposit of gold) on Brackett’s Wagon Road on the White Pass Trail en route to the 
summit.

“Dyea Trail - Gambling.” Anton Vogee fonds. Yukon Archives. #261, 1898. http://www.tc.gov.yk.ca/545.html  (Accessed August 1, 2011).

Klondike Gold Rush
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#5 Passing over the Chilkoot Pass
Photograph taken by Anton Vogee in 1898 shows prospectors climbing the long trail to the summit 
of the Chilkoot Pass.

“Chilkoot Pass.” Anton Vogee fonds. Yukon Archives. #62, 1898. http://www.tc.gov.yk.ca/545.html  (Accessed August 1, 2011).

Klondike Gold Rush
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#6 Climbing the Chilkoot Pass
Photograph taken by George G. Murdoch in 1898 or 1899, showing stampeders struggling to climb 
the Chilkoot Pass. 

George G. Murdoch Collection. “Library and Archives Canada.” SOC! Canadian Disasters. ca. 1898–1899. http://data2.collectionscanada.ca/ap/c/
c004490.jpg  (Accessed August 16, 2011).

Klondike Gold Rush
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Removing a body from a snow 
slide
Photograph taken by Anton Vogee, on April 3, 1898, shows 
people working to recover a body after an avalanche on the 
Chilkoot trail.
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“Chilkoot Pass – Avalanche.” Anton Vogee fonds. Yukon Archives. April 3, 1898.
 http://www.tc.gov.yk.ca/545.html  (Accessed August 1, 2011).
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Obituary for Lue Richard and 
Thomas A. Barnes
Obituary taken from the first issue of the Caribou Sun on 
Monday May 18, 1898, describes the death of two men who 
went to Bennett for supplies. 
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TWO MEN DROWNED
 Lue Richard and Thomas A. Barnes 

meet With Death in Lake Bennett
 
Last Tuesday a serious accident took place near the Island about midway of 
Lake Bennett which resulted in the death by drowning of Lue Richard and Thos. 
A. Barnes. They with O. S. Felton and H. M. Buck were on their way to Bennett 
with Richard’s dog team for supplies. When near the island the party became 
alarmed at the poor condition of the ice and started toward the shore when the 
ice gave way; Richard at once sank to the bottom but Barnes hung on to the ice 
for about ten minutes and made a gallant struggle for life, but sank for the last 
time when the rescueing [sic] party had almost reached him. The accident was 
seen from the shore by a number of Yukoners who rendered all aid possible and 
succeeded in rescueing [sic] Messrs. Felton and Buck, who lay flat on a small 
patch of white ice which barely sustained them. The dog team and sled were 
lost. All valuables on the bodies were recovered. The body of Mr. Richard was 
recovered the next day, but the searching party did not find the remains of Mr. 
Barnes until the day following. A reward of fifty dollars was paid for the recov-
ery of the bodies. 

The funeral took place on Friday afternoon when Mr. C. A. Walsh read the Epis-
copal burial service and a choir sang Rock of Ages and Nearer My God to Thee. 
A very large attendance of men and a number of ladies were present and con-
tributed a profusion of wild flowers. The burial took place on the island about 
forty feet from the water line among a garden of wild roses. Headstones were 
placed on the graves properly inscribed and a picket fence will enclose the Is-
land’s first cemetery ….

The Caribou Sun. “Luc Richard and Thomas A. Barnes.” Explore North. May 10, 1898. 

Comments in brackets are not part of the original document. They have been added to assist the reader with difficult words.
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Description of climbing the 
Chilkoot Pass
Excerpt from Canadian historian Pierre Berton’s book Klondike in 
which he describes the difficulties encountered when climbing the 
Chilkoot Pass.
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To any alpinist, even an amateur one, the ascent of the pass would have seemed 
child’s play, for it was in no sense a difficult or arduous climb. But the men of 
’98 were not mountaineers. Poorly attired in heavy furs and wools, rather than 
in the light hooded parkas which were far more practical, the novices sweated 
and froze alternately. Unable to disrobe or bathe, seldom free of the winds that 
were the terror of the trail, bent double under their packs by day and by the need 
to curl up for warmth at night, half nourished by cold beans and soggy flapjacks, 
plagued by the resultant dysentery and stomach cramps—filthy, stinking, red-
eyed, and bone-weary, they still forced themselves upward. The delays were 
interminable. Blizzards and gales made the slopes impassable for days on end. 
Mishaps on the trail caused the line to move by fits and starts. A single trip from 
Dyea to Lake Bennett was no great hardship, but the goldseekers had to suffer 
it over and over again. It took the average man three months or more to shuttle 
his ton of goods across the pass, and by that time the word “stampede,” which 
connotes a thundering herd running untrammelled across an open plain, seemed 
a cruel misnomer.

Berton, Pierre. Klondike. Toronto, ON: Penguin Books, 1972.

Comments in brackets are not part of the original document. They have been added to assist the reader with difficult words.

Klondike Gold Rush
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Comments in brackets are not part of the original document. They have been added to assist the reader with difficult words.

Robert Service Poem The Trail of 
‘Ninety-Eight
Excerpt from Canadian poet Robert Service’s 1909 poem The Trail 
of ‘Ninety-Eight which describes the difficulties encountered when 
travelling to the Klondike.
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Comments in brackets are not part of the original document. They have been added to assist the reader with difficult words.

Klondike Gold Rush

The Trail of ‘Ninety-Eight

Gone was the joy of our faces,
grim and haggard and pale;
The heedless mirth of the shipboard
was changed to the care of the trail.
We flung ourselves in the struggle,
packing our grub in relays,
Step by step to the summit
in the bale of the winter days.

Floundering deep in the sump-holes,
Stumbling out again;
Crying with cold and weakness,
crazy with fear and pain.
Then from the depths of our travail,
Ere our spirits were broke,
Grim, tenacious and savage,
The lust of the trail awoke.

For grub meant gold to our thinking,
and all that could walk must pack;
The sheep for the shambles stumbled,
each with a load on its back;
And even the swine were burdened, 
and grunted and squealed and rolled,
And men went mad in the moment,
huskily clamoring, “Gold!”

“Klondike or bust!” rang the slo-
gan; every man for his own.
Oh, how we flogged the horses,
staggering skin and bone!
Oh, how we cursed their weak-
ness, anguish they could not tell,
Breaking their hearts in our 
passion,lashing them on till they 
fell!

Oh, we were brutes and devils, 
goaded by lust and fear!
Our eyes were strained to the 
summit; the weakling dropped to 
the rear, Falling in heaps by the 
trail-side, heart-broken, limp and 
wan; But the gaps closed up in 
an instant, and heedless the chain 
went on.

Service, Robert. The best of Robert Service. Surrey, 
UK: Hancock House Publishers Limited, 2006.




