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Chinese lobby in the Senate
Newspaper article written by T.M. Fraser, published in the 
Vancouver Province on May 16, 1923.
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Reactions to the Exclusion Act

Ottawa, May 16 – The Chinese lobby 
[group of petitioners] is vigorously 
[energetically] carrying on its effort 
to have the Senate amend [change] the 
Chinese Immigration Bill, and seven or 
eight members of the race decorate the 
Senate galleries daily during the dis-
cussion of the bill. Each member of the 
upper chamber has received a copy of 
a voluminous petition on behalf of the 
Chinese Association of Canada …. It is 
a document of eighteen … pages and is 
so voluminous that the majority of the 
recipients discarded it without perusal 
[thrown out without looking at it].

It intimates [suggests] that the bill is 
likely to give offense to the Chinese 
Government, and summarizes the gen-
eral objections to it as follows:
[…]

5. There is danger of international 
misunderstanding in the harshness of 
certain conditions imposed, especially 
those which … might result in the de-
portation of many now in the country 
… T.M. Fraser 

T. M. Fraser, “Chinese lobby in Senate,” The Vancouver Province (May 
16, 1923)
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Canadian-Chinese relations
Newspaper article from the August 30, 1923 Victoria Times 
in response to Consul Tsur’s suggestion that relations between 
Canada and China may sour due to the passing of the Exclusion 
Act.
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Reactions to the Exclusion Act

Ottawa, Aug. 30 (Canadian Press)
The Chinese Government has no intention of break-
ing off diplomatic relations with Canada, according 
to the secretary of the Chinese Consul-General here, 
who was asked regarding a news story that tempo-
rary break had occurred between the Governments 
of Canada and China over amendments [changes] to 
the Immigration Act [reference to the 1923 Exclusion 
Act]. The secretary stated that Dr. Tsur, Chinese 
Consul here, who is out of the city to-day, had been 
merely asked to return to China to make a personal 
report on the immigration legislation.

“Will Dr. Tsur return to Canada?” he was asked.
“If he does not, another representative of the Chi-
nese Government will,” was the reply.

Exaggerated reports

In Government circles, the report that China has 
any intention of severing diplomatic relations 
with Canada is regarded as much exaggerated.

Premier King (Prime Minister William Lyon Mackenzie King) is out of town 
and could not be reached this morning. Hon. James A. Robb, Minister of Immi-
gration, emphasized the desire of the Government to maintain friendly rela-
tions with China and stated that he thought the return of Dr. Tsur was merely 
a matter of routine, which involves a change of consuls at intervals.

As far as last year’s legislation was concerned, Mr. Robb said he thought it was 
fairly satisfactory to all concerned. Mr. Robb said he thought the impression 
had got aboard that Canada was going to deport Chinese now resident [already 
living] here, but that was not true.

“China not breaking relations: Consul recalled to make report on immigration laws,” The Vancouver Herald (August 30, 1923).
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Reactions to the Exclusion Act

Humiliation Day 
Chinese resent Canadian regulations

Victoria, British Columbia: The 
Chinese in Canada have designated 
Dominion Day [the anniversary of 
Confederation on], July 1, as Humili-
ation Day, to mark their resentment 
towards the Dominion regulations 
requiring all residents of Chinese 
origin to report to the immigration 
officials for registration before the 
end of June; 
38,000, according to the last census, 
will be affected by the order, which 
was passed last year. The Chinese 
regard it as an unwarranted affront 
[insult] upon the dignity of their 
race. While Canadian flags on July 1 
will fly at the mast-head [the top of 
the flagpole], Chinese flags in Van-
couver and elsewhere will be flown 
at halfmast.

“Humiliation Day: Chinese resent Canadian regulations,” The 
Straits Times (June 16, 1924), p. 9, http://newspapers.nl.sg/Digi-
tised/Page/straitstimes19240616.1.9.aspx (Accessed October 24, 
2011).



consortium
thinkingcritical

the

An argument in the Chinese 
Times (Dahan Gongbao)
Excerpt from an article published in the Victoria-based Chinese 
daily language newspaper, the Chinese Times in July 1924.
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Reactions to the Exclusion Act

The Chinese Times
July 1924

Canadians were not really Christian, and they did not practice the teachings of 
Jesus, although they called themselves Christian. They discriminated against 
our countrymen, and issued various laws excluding our people from Canada.

Chinese Times in Patricia Roy, The Oriental question: Consolidating a white man’s province, 1914–41 (Vancouver, BC: UBC Press, 2003), p. 
76. © University of British Columbia Press. These excerpts are reprinted with permission of the Publisher.  All rights reserved by the Publisher | 
www.ubcpress.ca
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A Case for British Columbian 
Chinese
Letter written by C.E. Louie entitled “Case for B.C. Chinese,” 
sent to an unidentified newspaper editor in 1940. The letter was 
published in historian Paul Yee’s book, Saltwater city. 
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Reactions to the Exclusion Act

“Case for B.C. Chinese”

Sir: I am one of the hundreds of Canadian-born Chinese, 
of military age, and glad of the privilege of fighting and 
dying for Canada. 

Here are a few facts I would like to place before the Ca-
nadian public to get their opinion on whether it does or 
does not constitute British fair play.

First – Although my parents are naturalized [an im-
migrant who was granted Canadian citizenship] British 
subjects for 35 years and myself born in Vancouver, I am 
not allowed to vote. The government’s reason, I am an 
alien.

Second – Although I possess registered firearms for 
hunting, I must surrender them by September 30, 1940. 
The government’s reason, I am a British subject.

Third – Canada adopts conscription [mandatory enlist-
ment in the armed forces], therefore I am drafted into the 
Canadian army. [Chinese Canadians were barred from being called up until 1944.]

Although the above are all true facts we Chinese Canadians are willing to accept 
them, but we feel that we must give an assurance that a franchise [right to vote] be 
granted us after serving with Canada’s fighting forces.

A copy of this letter is being forwarded to the B.C. and Dominion Government.  

[Signed]
C. E. Louie

C.E. Louie, “Case for B.C. Chinese,” in Paul Yee, Saltwater city (Vancouver, BC: Douglas & McIntyre, 2006), p. 113, http://site.ebrary.com/lib/ubc/
Doc?id=10316120&ppg=119 (Accessed October 26, 2011).
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Interview with Lee Bick
Excerpt from an interview conducted by Evelyn Huang and 
Lawrence Jeffrey with Lee Bick, a Chinese Canadian who 
immigrated to Vancouver in 1911. The interview was published 
as part of Huang and Jeffrey’s book entitled, Chinese Canadians: 
Voices from a community, published in 1992.
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Reactions to the Exclusion Act

Interview with Lee Bick (1992)

What was the community’s reaction to the Exclusion Act of 1923?
 Oh, I’ve forgotten all about that.

How did they feel?
 They weren’t happy.

Were they angry?
 Yes.

How did your business do through the 1920s?
 It was slow. We couldn’t get good[s] from Hong Kong.

Did you still have five people working for you?
 Not so many. I cut down.

When did your wife come to Canada?
 1928.

That was during the Exclusion Act. How did you manage to bring her over?
I left her in China too long. So I bought some paper. I bought a birth 
certificate …. Some people returned to China with their children and 
their birth certificates. I found out who had one and I bought it for 
my wife. So she could come to Canada.

How much did you have to pay?
 Oh, about $2000 or $3000.

That’s a lot of money in 1928!
Yeah, but my wife was important, you see. I left her in China since 1914. I 
hadn’t seen her since then. I missed her.

How did you get all the money: that was a fortune in 1928.
 I saved it at the bank, the Bank of Montreal.

Evelyn Huang and Lawrence Jeffery, Chinese Canadians: Voices from a community (Vancouver, BC: Douglas & Mcintyre, 1992), pp. 24–25.
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Reactions to the Exclusion Act

The Vancouver Herald

Chinese Meet, 
Protest “Excessive”
Deductions
July 20, 1943

Last pay I had a deduction on the 
basis of being a married man with 
no dependents. I have two children, 
a boy and a girl, and my deductions 
have hitherto [until now] taken them 
into account.

I made a protest, and was told that 
once the money was deducted I could 
not get it back, but that it would be 
adjusted at the end of the year. I af-
terwards found that was not so, and 
have been promised an adjustment on 
my next pay. But it looked for a time 
as if I were going to out the money.
[…]

Unrest among the Chinese is reaching 
proportions which menace [threaten] 
trade union unity, with certain Chi-
nese elements advocating [arguing for] 
breaking away from their respective 
unions to form a separate organization 
it is reported.

“But they are much in the minority,” 
said C. T. Lee. “It is the opinion of the 
vast majority that the existing unions 
are powerful enough and conscious 
[aware] enough of the situation to get 
justice for their Chinese members.

“Chinese meet, protest ‘excessive’ deductions,” The Vancouver Herald 
(July 20, 1943)
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Petition created by the Chinese Canadian Association in 
September 1944 that was presented to the federal government 
and the B.C. provincial government.
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Reactions to the Exclusion Act

The HUMBLE PETITION of the undersigned members of the Chinese Canadian Association, 
representing all persons of the Chinese race residing in the Province of British Co-
lumbia, Canada, coming within the definition of “Chinamen” as defined by 

Section 2 of the “Provincial Elections Act” of the said 
Province, and hereinafter referred to as ‘Chinese’ ….

(1) That … “Chinese” of the Province of British Columbia 
may not make application to have their names inserted in 
any list of voters and are disqualified from voting at any 
election.
(2) That … “Dominion Elections Act” …disqualifies… any 
person who is disqualified by reason of race from voting 
at an election of a Member of Legislative Assembly of the 
Province in which he or she resides.
(3) That because of the provisions of the “Provincial Elec-
tions Act” …  “Chinese” residing in British Columbia are 
prohibited from voting at any Dominion or Provincial 
election ….
(4) That Your Petitioners consist of persons of the “Chi-
nese” race and are Canadian citizens by birth or natural-
ization and many are subject to military call and … are 
ready to take up arms and lay down their lives in defence 
of the country against aggression.

(5) That we consider being deprived of the right to vote as an unfair and arbi-
trary [without good reason] derogation [lessening] of our rights as citizens of Canada.
(6) That unknown numbers of our race have given their lives in the present struggle for 
democracy.
(7) That we are loyal citizens of Canada and consider that in view of our efforts for 
many years to secure the right above referred to and in view of our obligations with 
regard to military service our Petition should be granted.

YOUR PETITIONERS therefore most humbly pray that Your Governments may be graciously 
pleased to grant the “Chinese” resident in the Province of British Columbia the right 
to vote in all elections held in the said Province and that an Amendment will be made 
to the ‘Provincial Elections Act ….’ 

Chinese Canadian Association, “Petition to the government of B.C. and the dominion of Canada,” The Univer-
sity of British Columbia: The Wallace B. Chung and Madeline H. Chung collection, EX-4.2-4, 1944, http://angel.
library.ubc.ca/u?/coll0803-7,16431 (Accessed October 6, 2010).
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Tears have been dropped
Excerpt from an article written by Foon Sien (Chinese name: 
Wong Mun Poo), published in the Chinatown News on May 3, 
1956. Foon Sien was a spokesman for the Chinese-Canadian 
community, and president of the Vancouver Chinese Benevolent 
Association from 1948 to 1959.
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Reactions to the Exclusion Act

The Chinatown News
May 3, 1956

Tears have been dropped on every page of Chinese immigration history in 
Canada. They have suffered as no other racial group or nationality. They were 
singled out to be discriminated against, and yet they harbor [have] no animos-
ity [anger]. They continue to plead for their cause, hoping that one day the au-
thorities will see their point of view and accord them the same privileges and 
rights as other Canadians enjoy ….

What we ask is not an open door to all Chinese who wish to come. Our appeal 
is that the Chinese Canadian may have his family with him—a complete family, 
not one part in Canada and the other part in Hong Kong or China.

Chinatown News (May 3 1956), in Paul Yee, Saltwater city (Vancouver, BC: Douglas & McIntyre, 2006), pp. 118–119, http://site.ebrary.com/
lib/ubc/Doc?id=10316120&ppg=124 (Accessed October 26, 2011)
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Chinatowns: Towns within cities 
in Canada
Excerpt from a book written by historian David Lai, entitled 
Chinatowns: Towns within cities in Canada, published in 1988. 
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While fighting educational segregation [the Victoria School Board created 
separate elementary schools for Chinese children in 1921], the [Chinese Cana-
dian Benevolent Association (CCBA)] was confronted with a greater issue: the 
prohibition of Chinese immigrants from entering Canada. In April 1923, the 
CCBA set up a Committee of Anti-Harsh Regulations and sent Joseph Hope 
(Liu Guangzu) to attend the mass meeting of Chinese in Toronto to discuss the 
federal government’s “Forty-Three Harsh Regulations on Chinese Immigration 
[reference to the Exclusion Act].” To the Chinese, the Immigration Act of 1923 
was humiliating. In May 1924, the CCBA declared that Dominion Day should 
be observed by all Chinese in Canada as “Humiliation Day.” It then published a 
circular [an article] relating the history of humiliation and discrimination against 
the Chinese in Canada, reminding the Chinese that they had never been accepted 
as Canadian citizens or treated with humanity and equality. They had been taxed 
upon landing in Canada and treated like imported animals. On Humiliation Day, 
the Chinese were to mourn their treatment by the host society by holding public 
meetings, distributing English-language news releases, refusing to fly Canadian 
flags, and wearing “Humiliation Mourning” lapel pins. On that day, the CCBA 
of Victoria would send to Chinese news agencies feature articles and news 
releases about Humiliation Day in Canada and would also appeal to all Chinese 
newspapers and print shops in Canada to insert the words, “July 1 Humiliation 
Day” in annual calendars. For the first few years after creation of Humiliation 
Day, many Chinese merchants in Victoria closed their shops on 1 July and at-
tended mass meetings organized by the CCBA. As resentment against the 1923 
act gradually diminished, however, observation of Humiliation Day lapsed.

David Chueyan Lai, Chinatowns: Towns within cities in Canada (Vancouver, BC: UBC Press, 1988), p. 238, http://site.
ebrary.com/lib/ubc/Doc?id=10220710&ppg=273 (Accessed October 26, 2011). Courtesy of Dr. David Chuenyan Lai, 
Professor Emeritus of Geography, University of Victoria.
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Reactions to the Exclusion Act
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Excerpt from a book written by historian Paul Yee entitled 
Saltwater City, published in 2006.
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Local Chinese rallied with protests against this hostile landslide of restrictive 
laws and government lobbying. Vegetable pedlars and laundrymen engaged 
legal help to fight their cases before the courts. Student clubs and theatre groups 
raised funds to counter lobby [petition] the governments. But Chinese Canadi-
ans were powerless without the vote and their numbers were small. Although 
they organized solid support within their community, they could do little, for 
example, to influence the 1923 Immigration Act. Still, they did derive small 
satisfaction from their efforts. They read in their newspapers of how Chinese 
car-washers for the Great Northern Railway had been replaced by war veterans, 
only to have the ex-soldiers go on strike when wages were reduced. The Chi-
nese Freemasons’ lawyers successfully charged a white man with assaulting a 
Chinese ironworker, who even received financial compensation. The value of 
protest was never lost, because sometimes it paid off. In 1921, after repeated 
complaints from Mrs. Nellie Yip, Vancouver General Hospital dropped its dis-
criminatory policy of diverting all Chinese patients to the basement.

Paul Yee, Saltwater city (Vancouver, BC: Douglas & McIntyre, 2006), p. 63, http://site.ebrary.com/lib/ubc/
Doc?id=10316120&ppg=69 (Accessed October 26, 2011). © Paul Yee. Reprinted with permission from publisher.
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Reactions to the Exclusion Act
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The Chinese in Canada
Excerpt from a book written by historian Peter Li entitled The 
Chinese in Canada, published in 1998.
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During the long struggle for civil rights, the Chinese community across Canada 
mobilized considerable efforts to oppose legal discrimination. In 1936 several 
Chinese leaders in Toronto formed the Committee for the Movement to Abol-
ish the Canadian Restrictive Immigration Policy Towards Chinese. In 1944, 
when Chinese Canadians were conscripted for military service along with other 
Canadians, an Anglican clergyman named Law founded the Chinese-Canadian 
Association in Vancouver to lobby for enfranchisement [voting rights] of the 
Chinese. The Association collected 700 signatures and presented a brief to the 
B.C. cabinet in 1945. Around the same time the Taishan Association in Vancou-
ver passed a number of resolutions calling for repeal of the Chinese Immigration 
Act. However, coming from a politically powerless group, these efforts had little 
effect. It was only through the mediation of political parties and civil-liberties 
groups that new civil rights were eventually secured.

Peter Li, The Chinese in Canada, second edition (Don Mills, ON: Oxford University Press Canada, 1998), p. 106, http://
site.ebrary.com/lib/ubc/Doc?id=10334825&ppg=106 (Accessed October 26, 2011). © Oxford University Press Canada 
1998. Reprinted by permission of publisher.
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Reactions to the Exclusion Act
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The Oriental question
Excerpt from a book written by historian Patricia Roy entitled 
Oriental question: Consolidating a white man’s province, 1914–41, 
published in 2003.
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Through diplomatic channels, the Chinese government responded to the pro-
posed law. When the appeals of Sun Yat Sen, president of the Kuomintang 
(the Nationalist Party in China), to delay passage in the interest of commercial 
cooperation failed, Peking recalled Consul Tsur. As he passed through Vancou-
ver, Tsur warned that the new law would create a “revulsion of feeling in China 
towards Canada” and hinted that China might boycott Canadian goods …. The 
Victoria Times, for example, contended that “threats of severing relations and 
boycotting Canadian goods, teachers and missionaries, will not bring about the 
relaxation of a solitary condition of the law.” Nevertheless, China continued to 
protest “the most drastic” act …. 

The Chinese in Canada, their missionary friends, and China’s government 
repeatedly reminded Canada of the injustice of the act, especially of the ban on 
wives or children. In 1927 Chinese businessmen contributed advertisements to a 
“Chinese Unity and Goodwill Section” in the Vancouver Star. One asked wheth-
er it was right for a law to separate a man from his wife and family. It noted that 
if their families were with them, they would spend money in Canada and not 
send it to China. Editorially, the Star was unsympathetic. It conceded that the 
Chinese were hard-working and law-abiding and admitted that the problem of 
second generation Chinese residents required study but claimed that it was “bet-
ter for Canadians to stay in Canada and for the Chinese to stay in China.”

Patricia E. Roy, Oriental question: Consolidating a white man’s province, 1914–41 (Vancouver, BC: UBC Press, 2003), 
pp. 75–76, http://site.ebrary.com/lib/ubc/Doc?id=10130603&ppg=84 (Accessed October 26, 2011). Excerpts reprinted 
with permission of the Publisher. © University of British Columbia Press.  All rights reserved by the Publisher | www.
ubcpress.ca
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