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Immigration to Canada, 1906 to 
1946
Asian immigration statistics to Canada from 1906-1946 taken 
from the Canada year book, 1947, published by the Dominion 
Bureau of Statistics, Department of Trade and Commerce, 
Canada that shows Asian immigration to Canada from 1906-
1946.
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Causes of the 1907 

anti-Asian riots

Asian Immigrations Statistics 1906-1946

Canada year book, 1947, p. 136 (Ottawa, 1947) | Statistics Canada
http://www66.statcan.gc.ca/eng/acyb_c1947-eng.aspx?opt=/eng/1947/194701860136_p.%20136.pdf  (Accessed January 28, 2011)

Comments in brackets are not part of the original document. They have been added to assist the reader with difficult words.
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White Canada
Photograph taken in the early 1900s of a sign placed in the 300 
block of Cambie Street, in Vancouver, British Columbia.
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Philip Timms, “Sign on wooden sidewalk in 300 block Cambie Street” (190-) Vancouver Public Library 
VPL 78423.
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Mob raids Hindus and drives 
them from city
Excerpt from a newspaper article published on September 5, 
1907 in The Reveille, a newspaper in Bellingham, Washington.
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Comments in brackets are not part of the original document. They have been added to assist the reader with difficult words.

On September 5, 1907, a mob of about 500 men assaulted boarding houses and 
mills, forcefully expelling Hindus from Bellingham (Washington) in what is 
now known as the Anti-Hindu Riot.

It began as an attack on two East Indian workers on C Street and turned into 
a rock-throwing lynching, to “scare them so badly that they will not crowd 
white labour out of the mills.“ The small police force was overpowered. The 
next day about 300 Hindus fled Bellingham in fear.

“Mob raids Hindus and drives them from city.” The Reveille (September 5, 1907)http://www.wce.wwu.edu/resources/AACR/documents/bell-
ingham/main/8.htm (Accessed July 18, 2011). Courtesy of the Asian American Curriculum and Research Project
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Drawing comparisons between 
Vancouver and Bellingham
Excerpt from a letter sent on September 8, 1907 by Adolphus W. 
Mangum, Jr., a soil scientist working the Puget Sound area to his 
mother in North Carolina, US.
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September 8, 1907

Dear Mother,

We had a riot here about a week ago, 
the people ran out the Hindus, who 
have come here in great numbers and 
have been working in the lumber 
mills. These Hindus came here from 
India and are British subjects so the 
English gov. may investigate the riots 
and make the people here pay for what 
they did. These Hindus are very unde-
sirable citizens. They are dirty and 
mean and will work for wages that 
a white man can’t live on. I am not in sympathy with the labor-
ing men who started this riot, because they ought to mob the mill 
men who hire these laborers rather than mob the Hindus themselves. 
If the mill owners did not hire them, they would not come here in 
such crowds. They are worse than the Japs and China men and have 
caused trouble ever since they began to be numerous. The Japans and 
China-men have flooded this county and it begins to look like they 
intend to take possession of everything out here. There is going to 
be a race war out here pretty soon if this government don’t keep 
them out, and when it comes, they are going to clean out the Japs 
and China-men, and we will have war with Japan.

(Signed)
Adolphus W. Mangum Jr.  

From Adolphus W. Mangum, Jr. to his mother, 8 September 1907, in the Mangum Family Papers #483, Southern Historical Collection, 
Wilson Library, University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, and South Asian American Digital Archive http://www.saadigitalarchive.org/
item/20110910-354 (Accessed July 18, 2011).
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The aftermath
Excerpt from an article published by the Globe and Mail on 
September 9, 1907. 
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The Globe & Mail
September 9, 1907

Last evening a gang of the men from Bellingham, across the border, in the State 
of Washington, the town from which the Hindus were recently driven, came to 
Vancouver and organized a parade with the intention of trouble …. The cam-
paign against Oriental labour has taken a new and sinister turn in this city … 
a large number of hoodlums… proceeded to the Chinese and Japanese quarter 
and began to raid the stores and assault Orientals. Property was damaged and 
many people stabbed and otherwise injured, while it taxed the efforts of the po-
lice force and the entire fire brigade. Several arrests were made after a strenu-
ous time between the mob and the officers who took the men.

The Globe and Mail, September 9, 1907, p. 1.

Comments in brackets are not part of the original document. They have been added to assist the reader with difficult words.
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How does the premier feel?
Excerpt from a newspaper article published in the Vancouver 
Province on September 16, 1907 that quotes British Columbia 
Premier Richard McBride. 
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Vancouver Province
September 16, 1907

“… Exclusion is so well known that I hardly need to reiterate we are in favor 
of exclusion. I have always been opposed to the entry of Asiatic into British 
Columbia. I stand to-day as I have always done, anxious and willing to do my 
utmost for the protection of white labor in this country and the prohibition of 
Oriental immigration ….”

- Richard McBride
Premier of British Columbia

B.C. Premier Richard McBride in Vancouver Province (September 16, 1907) | Internet Archive http://www.archive.org/stream/no10canadian-
life05montuoft/no10canadianlife05montuoft_djvu.txt (Accessed November 13, 2011).

Comments in brackets are not part of the original document. They have been added to assist the reader with difficult words.
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The outbreak begins
Excerpt from an article published in the New York Times on 
September 10, 1907. 
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The New York Times
September 10, 1907

… Anti-Japanese rioting of the gravest character is reported from Vancouver, 
and I fear that the prediction I made more than once in recent despatches is 
about to be realized, and that the entire Pacific Coast, Canadian and American, 
may engage in violent demonstrations against all Orientals.

I retain the opinion previously expressed as the result of personal investigation 
on the Pacific slope. The agitation is unjustifiable and wicked. It began at San 
Francisco and has been spread through the worst elements of the population 
along the entire coast …. Telegrams received in Seattle from Vancouver say that 
several Japanese immigrants, who had just arrived, were thrown into the water 
…. The rioting involved all Orientals, Japanese, Chinese, and Hindus …. 

New York Times, Tuesday, September 10, 1907. Page 3, Issue 38434, Column C.

Comments in brackets are not part of the original document. They have been added to assist the reader with difficult words.
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Not enough room for everyone?
Excerpt from the Royal Commission on Oriental labourers, a 
federal government report written in 1908 in response to the 
Vancouver riots and other labour unrest.
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Royal Commission on Oriental Labourers, 1908.

Assuming, however, that 7500 was the total Japanese population at 
the beginning of the year (1907), it is not a matter of surprise that 
with the arrival at their shores of 8125 Japanese in the ten months 
following, the people of British Columbia and more especially the 
residents of Vancouver, should have experienced some concern, and 
that as vessel after vessel landed an ever-increasing number, un-
til in fewer months than it had taken years to bring the Japanese 
population of British Columbia to what is was, this total was ex-
ceeded by new arrivals, that consternation should have been felt in 
many quarters. If anything more needed to occasion unrest, it was 
to found in the simultaneous arrival from the Orient of Hindus by 
three hundreds and Chinese in larger numbers than those of imme-
diately preceding years. It was an alarm at numbers, and the cry of 
white Canada was raised.

Canada. Royal Commission on Labour - Report of the Royal Commission Appointed to Inquire into the Methods by which Orien-
tal Labourers Have Been Induced to Come to Canada (Ottawa: Labour Canada, 1908) | Internet Archive http://www.archive.org/stream/
reportroyalcomm00unkngoog#page/n4/mode/2up (Accessed July 20, 2011) 

Comments in brackets are not part of the original document. They have been added to assist the reader with difficult words.
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The Chinese Western Daily News
Excerpt from a newspaper article published in the Chinese 
language Chinese Western Daily News on September 16, 1907 
that includes a portion of an interview with a Chinese worker 
who witnessed the riots.
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Chinese Western Daily News
September 16, 1907

Japanese and East Indians have 
flooded in to Vancouver since the 
beginning of this year. Therefore, the 
labour unions are envious and the 
labour unions often petition the Ca-
nadian government to forbid Japanese 
and East Indian workers [from com-
ing], and the racial discrimination 
even applies to our race [the Chinese 
people]. The hatred has been accumu-
lating for a long time.

THE CHUNG SAI YAT PO [Microfilm], Sep 16, 1907. Chung Sai Yat Po Pub. Co, Publisher. University of California, Berkeley - The Ethnic Studies 
Library - Chung Sai Yat Po Newspaper Collection.

Comments in brackets are not part of the original document. They have been added to assist the reader with difficult words.
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Forging our legacy: Canadian 
citizenship and immigration
Excerpt from a book written by historian Valerie Knowles entitled Forging our 
legacy: Canadian citizenship and immigration, 1900–1977, that was published in 
2000. The book was commissioned by Citizenship and Immigration Canada and 
various private-sector parties to trace the evolution of Canadian citizenship and 
the role played by immigration in the development of Canada until 1977. 

#1

Although the rampage ignited spontaneously, it had complex origins. The 
riot’s principal roots lay deep in an anti–Asian sentiment that had been 
smouldering for years in British Columbia. This racial antipathy reached 
new heights in 1907 when it was reported that the Grand Trunk Pacific 
Railway was planning to import thousands of Japanese labourers to work 
on the completion of the railway’s western leg. To add to the tension, over 
2300 Japanese arrived in the province in July alone, far more than had been 
anticipated.
With Japanese immigration soaring to unprecedented levels, the perception 
grew among West Coast whites that the Japanese had become the leading 
Oriental threat to their province’s cultural integrity. The Japanese, like the 
Chinese, had always been regarded as unassimilable, but after Japan’s vic-
tory over Russia in the Russo–Japanese War (1904–5) the Japanese image 
took on an even more frightening dimension. A growing number of white 
British Columbians now regarded the Japanese immigrant as aggressive, 
loyal first to Japan, and eager to further that country’s expansionist aims.
As alarm mounted over the Japanese influx, hysterical comment about 
the Japanese “invasion” appeared in the daily press. Accompanying these 
expressed fears were demands by the Vancouver Trades and Labour Council 
for measures to stem the rising immigrant tide. Not content to work within 
the political process alone, the council formed the Asiatic Exclusion League. 
The league subsequently broke all ties with the Trades and Labour Council 
and staged the anti–Asian parade that preceded the Vancouver Riot of 1907.
Valerie Knowles. Forging our legacy: Canadian citizenship and immigration, 1900–1977 (Public Works and Gov-
ernment Services Canada, 2000). | Citizenship and Immigration Canada

Comments in brackets are not part of the original document. They have been added to assist the reader with difficult words.
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Canada in the Making
Excerpt from Canada in the making, an educational website 
created in 2001. All historical content on the website was reviewed 
and approved by Jean-Claude Robert, a history professor at the 
University of Québec in Montreal (UQAM).

#2

Chinese and Japanese immigrants to Canada had a troubled relationship 
with the federal government throughout the late 19th and early 20th centu-
ries, thanks to institutionalized racism and a predominating notion that these 
immigrants were a burden on white society. While Chinese immigration was 
somewhat accepted in the country during the construction of the Canadian 
Pacific Railway (CPR) from 1880 to 1885, when the federal government 
needed a source of cheap labour to tackle the most dangerous jobs in railway 
building, there was much racial unrest afterward.
This unrest—caused by racism and social pressures, such as the fear that 
Orientals would take away job opportunities from Whites—prompted the 
federal government to take steps to ban Chinese immigrants through taxes 
and, later, immigration embargos. These actions remain a source of contro-
versy with many Chinese-Canadians today.
“Asian Immigration” in Canada in the Making from Early Canadiana Online, produced by Canadiana.org http://
www.canadiana.ca/citm/specifique/asian_e.html (Accessed May 8, 2012)

Comments in brackets are not part of the original document. They have been added to assist the reader with difficult words.
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Reading the riot act
Excerpt from a book written by historian Michael Barnholden 
entitled Reading the riot act: A brief history of riots in Vancouver, 
that was published in 2005.

#3

The Asiatic Exclusion League was nothing more than a front for the Knights 
of Labour, an early conservative labour formation, more interested in cut-
ting deals with bosses than acting in the interest of member workers. Their 
American leadership pushed for the exclusion of all Orientals on the prem-
ise that whites and Orientals could not live together and every incident they 
managed to provoke was further evidence. Many workers shared these racist 
attitudes, but many did not. The IWW [International Workers of the World], 
known as the Wobblies, and founded in 1905 as an offshoot of the Western 
Federation of Miners, believed that racism was just one tool in the arsenal of 
the bosses. An injury to one is an injury to all.
Michael Barnholden. Reading the riot act: A brief history of riots in Vancouver. (Vancouver, BC: Anvil Press, 
2005), p. 40.

Comments in brackets are not part of the original document. They have been added to assist the reader with difficult words.
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