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Introduce the strategy

Use the following activities to develop the strategy

 ➤ Invite students to imagine that they are attempting to decide which new movie at a local 
theatre to watch, but are not sure which movie would be best. Ask students to suggest which 
sources they might use to help make the decision. 

 ➤ Encourage students to share their suggestions with the class. Consider recording student 
suggestions on a whiteboard or display for use later in this lesson. 

 ➤ Invite student to suggest which sources might be the most useful. 

 ➤ Encourage students to suggest what might make a source useful. As students share their 
ideas, co-develop or present the criteria for useful sources:

•	 Credible: Does the creator of the source have expertise or experience with the topic? 
What is the reputation of the creator? 

•	 Relevant: Does the information provided by the source match the focus of the topic or 
inquiry question?

•	 Suitable: Does the source provide the type of information needed for the inquiry 
question?

 ➤ Invite students to revisit the sources they suggested at the beginning of the lesson. Prompt 
students to use the criteria to decide which sources might be the most useful. 

 ➤ Explain to students that the usefulness of sources can be assessed by considering criteria. For 
example, some sources may be more useful than others because they provide more helpful 
or suitable information, or because the source was created by someone with expertise or 
experience with the topic. In addition to being helpful for determining which sources to 
use when selecting a movie, the criteria could also be useful when selecting sources when 
exploring or inquiring into the histories of a local community. 

Selecting useful sources for 
inquiry into local histories
using criteria to select the most useful sources to support inquiry into 
local histories

Objectives:  •  understand how criteria can help select useful sources for an 
inquiry question or assignment about local histories

•	 understand why thoughtfully-chosen sources are useful when 
learning about local histories

What sources might be most useful?
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 ➤ If students require further practise in using criteria to assess 
sources, consider having them complete Determining	 the	
Usefulness	of	Sources (Activity sheet A).

 ➤ Suggest to students that the same criteria can be used to help 
identify useful sources when learning about local histories. 

 ➤ Organize students into pairs and provide each student with 
a copy of Selecting	Useful	Sources (Activity sheet B). 
Draw students’ attention to the inquiry question near the 
top of the chart: “What is the most significant event to 
happen in the community during the past fifty years?” 
Explain to students that their task is decide which 
sources would be the most useful for determining the 
significant historical event in the community. 

 ➤ Prompt students to judge the usefulness of each source, 
reminding them to use the criteria to guide their 
decisions. 

 ➤ Invite students to share their decisions and reasons 
with the class. 

 ➤ At appropriate times over the ensuing several weeks, provide 
students with a blank version of Selecting	 Useful	 Sources	
(Activity sheet C) and encourage them to use the strategy in 
a variety of situations:

• Identifying sources that might provide additional 
perspectives on a local history story, event, or person.

• Selecting sources to support or refute claims made in a 
textbook or other history reference material.

 ➤ If students require additional support selecting sources 
for inquiry into local history, consider using the lessons 
“Credibility of sources” and “Relevant sources” from 
the Tools for Thought collection found at https://
tc2.ca/en/creative-collaborative-critical-thinking/
resources/t4t-tools-for-thought.php

 ➤ Encourage students to use Assessing	 My	 Understanding:	
Selecting	Useful	Resources	for	Inquiry (Assessment Material) 
to self-assess their use of this strategy.

• Allow students opportunities to apply the strategy two 
or three times without assessment.

• Guide students in interpreting and using the rubric to 
assess their own responses.

• Encourage students to use the rubric whenever they 
use this strategy. 

• To use the rubric for teacher assessment of student 
work, remove the first person (student) reference 
from each descriptor.

Apply the strategy to learn 
more about a local history

TEACHER RESOURCE

Assess the use of the 
strategy
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Determining the Usefulness of Sources 

ACTIVITY SHEET A

Scenario: Your friends and you are trying to decide which new movie to see at the theatre. Which source 

would be the most useful in helping you make your decision?

Source

Very 
useful

Somewhat useful
Not useful

Reason

Online reviews of  new 
movies by a professional 

movie reviewer

X
Provides suitable and expert 

opinions on the movies you might 

watch

An online news article that 

lists the top 10 movies of the 

1990s

X
The article isn’t about new movies 

at the theatre

A conversation with a 
classmate who has seen a 

recent movie

X My classmate is a somewhat 

suitable source because they 

haven’t seen all the movies 

and I’m not sure if I trust their 

opinion.

The local newspaper’s 
recommendations of the 

best new movies
A list of movie times at the 

local theatre

YouTube trailers of the new 

movies

A website where people rate 

new movies

Criteria for a useful source:

• Credible: Does the creator of the source have expertise or experience with the topic? What is the 

reputation of the creator? 

• Relevant: Does the information provided by the source match the focus of the topic or inquiry 

question?• Suitable: Does the source provide the type of information needed for the inquiry question?
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Selecting Useful Sources

ACTIVITY SHEET B

Inquiry question: What is the most signifi cant event to happen in the community during the past fi fty 

years?Possible source

Very 
useful

Somewhat useful
Not useful

Reason

An interview with a local 

Elder

A Canadian history book 

from 1975

A recent book about the 

history of the  community by 

elementary school studentsAn online discussion forum 

about events in local history
An online article by a local 

historian

An interview with a 
classmate

Old photographs of your 

community

Criteria for a useful source:

• Credible: Does the creator of the source have expertise or experience with the topic? What is the 

reputation of the creator? 

• Relevant: Does the information provided by the source match the focus of the topic or inquiry 

question?• Suitable: Does the source provide the type of information needed for the inquiry question?
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Selecting Useful Sources

ACTIVITY SHEET C

Inquiry question: 

Possible source

Very 
useful

Somewhat useful
Not useful

Reason

Criteria for a useful source:

• Credible: Does the creator of the source have expertise or experience with the topic? What is the 

reputation of the creator? 

• Relevant: Does the information provided by the source match the focus of the topic or inquiry 

question?• Suitable: Does the source provide the type of information needed for the inquiry question?
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Assessing My understanding: 

Selecting Useful Sources

Success criteria

How am I doing? 

I understand how to use criteria to 

select useful sources. 
Examples:

1               2               3               4               5
Next steps (e.g., add more evidence, use criteria, 

ask for help):

I understand why thoughtfully-

chosen sources are useful when 

learning about local histories.Examples:

1               2               3               4               5
Next steps (e.g., add more evidence, use criteria, 

ask for help):

Name: ____________________________________

Use the scales below to assess your understanding of the strategy for selecting useful 

sources. Include examples to show how you have met the success criteria. Remember to 

describe the next steps in your learning.

I’m still working on it

I’ve got it!

I’m still working on it

I’ve got it!

ASSESSMENT MATERIAL

Practise the strategy

<25CF>	If students require additional support selecting sources for inquiry into local history, consider using the lessons �Credibility of sources� and �Relevant sources� from the Tools for Thought collection found at https://tc2.ca/en/creative-collaborative-critical-thinking/resources/t4t-tools-for-thought.php
<25CF>	If students require additional support selecting sources for inquiry into local history, consider using the lessons �Credibility of sources� and �Relevant sources� from the Tools for Thought collection found at https://tc2.ca/en/creative-collaborative-critical-thinking/resources/t4t-tools-for-thought.php
<25CF>	If students require additional support selecting sources for inquiry into local history, consider using the lessons �Credibility of sources� and �Relevant sources� from the Tools for Thought collection found at https://tc2.ca/en/creative-collaborative-critical-thinking/resources/t4t-tools-for-thought.php
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Determining the Usefulness of Sources 

ACTIVITY SHEET A

Scenario: Your friends and you are trying to decide which new movie to see at the theatre. Which source 
would be the most useful in helping you make your decision?

Source Very 
useful

Somewhat 
useful

Not useful Reason

Online reviews of  new 
movies by a professional 
movie reviewer X

Provides suitable and expert 
opinions on the movies you might 
watch

An online news article that 
lists the top 10 movies of the 
1990s X

The article isn’t about new movies 
at the theatre

A conversation with a 
classmate who has seen a 
recent movie X

My classmate is a somewhat 
suitable source because they 
haven’t seen all the movies 
and I’m not sure if I trust their 
opinion.

The local newspaper’s 
recommendations of the 
best new movies

A list of movie times at the 
local theatre

YouTube trailers of the new 
movies

A website where people rate 
new movies

Criteria for a useful source:

•	 Credible: Does the creator of the source have expertise or experience with the topic? What is the 
reputation of the creator? 

•	 Relevant: Does the information provided by the source match the focus of the topic or inquiry 
question?

•	 Suitable: Does the source provide the type of information needed for the inquiry question?
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Selecting Useful Sources

ACTIVITY SHEET B

Inquiry question: What is the most significant event to happen in the community during the past fifty 
years?

Possible source Very 
useful

Somewhat 
useful

Not useful Reason

An interview with a local 
Elder

A Canadian history book 
from 1975

A recent book about the 
history of the  community by 
elementary school students

An online discussion forum 
about events in local history

An online article by a local 
historian

An interview with a 
classmate

Old photographs of your 
community

Criteria for a useful source:

•	 Credible: Does the creator of the source have expertise or experience with the topic? What is the 
reputation of the creator? 

•	 Relevant: Does the information provided by the source match the focus of the topic or inquiry 
question?

•	 Suitable: Does the source provide the type of information needed for the inquiry question?
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Selecting Useful Sources

ACTIVITY SHEET C

Inquiry question: 

Possible source Very 
useful

Somewhat 
useful

Not useful Reason

Criteria for a useful source:

•	 Credible: Does the creator of the source have expertise or experience with the topic? What is the 
reputation of the creator? 

•	 Relevant: Does the information provided by the source match the focus of the topic or inquiry 
question?

•	 Suitable: Does the source provide the type of information needed for the inquiry question?
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Assessing My understanding: 
Selecting Useful Sources

Success criteria How am I doing? 

I understand how to use criteria to 
select useful sources. 

Examples:

1               2               3               4               5

Next steps (e.g., add more evidence, use criteria, 
ask for help):

I understand why thoughtfully-
chosen sources are useful when 
learning about local histories.

Examples:

1               2               3               4               5

Next steps (e.g., add more evidence, use criteria, 
ask for help):

Name: ____________________________________

Use the scales below to assess your understanding of the strategy for selecting useful 
sources. Include examples to show how you have met the success criteria. Remember to 
describe the next steps in your learning.

I’m still 
working on it

I’ve got it!

I’m still 
working on it

I’ve got it!

ASSESSMENT MATERIAL


