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Unit synopsis Teaching notes

This package of dynamic online resources provides everything you need 
to implement the new social studies curriculum for grade 6 strand A 
through exciting, ongoing inquiry with your students.
•	 Focused on an overarching and engaging inquiry question
•	 Developed through a progression of 13 thought-provoking lessons
•	 Based on critical, creative and collaborative inquiry
•	 Classroom-proven, all-inclusive and ready-to-go

Testimonials

We have had great success with the inquiry 
thus far.  Students have made huge gains 
in their understanding of Canadian Identity 
from when I first introduced the inquiry. We 
went from Canadians are “people who like 
hockey and maple syrup” to “people who 
value Canadian human rights and freedoms, 
ingenuity and the environment.”

- Classroom teacher, 
York Region District School Board

This is awesome, fantastic ... much better 
than the old material that I’m using now.

- Classroom teacher, 
Durham District School Board

Downloadable ready-to-use lessons
Activity and instruction sheets Briefing sheets

PowerPoint lesson slides

Ontario social studies grade 6 
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Initial year license (per teacher) $150 $120

Annual renewal and content upgrade $15 $12
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Multiple license discounts
10% off for orders of 10-99 licenses
20% off for orders of over 100 licenses
Contact us at mail@tc2 or 604-639-6325 for multiple license orders.

Individual licenses may be purchased online at tc2.ca/shop

Ontario social studies grade 6 strand A
Community Stories and Canadian Identity

LINE OF INQUIRY #2
Linking past and present

Inquiry question
How important are the stories of many different people 
in creating our sense of Canadian identity?

Critical challenge
Choose three symbolic historical artifacts for a collection 
that links stories of diverse communities to our sense of 
Canadian identity today.

Samples of the seven lesson titles and critical challenges 

Lesson 2.3: Exploring survival
Rate the significance of a historical artifact in relation to 
our Canadian identity as survivors.

Lesson 2.5: Analyzing diversity and inclusion
Rate the extent to which Canadian attitudes toward 
diversity have changed since the occurrence of a 
particular historical event.

Lesson 2.6: Assessing change
Choose an artifact representing a story from your own 
community’s past and decide if this story supports or 
contradicts the idea that Canada’s identity is constantly 
changing.

UNIT FINALE
Presenting and justifying the Canada Collection

Complete the overarching challenge by choosing a display format for your contemporary and historical artifacts, 
finalizing your reworked Coat of Arms and preparing a “press release” for the space probe launch. Share your Canada 
Collection with a selected audience.

For sample lessons and complete lists of lesson titles and critical challenges, go to:
tc2.ca/inquiry-pacs/ontario/social_studies_6a

Overarching inquiry question
How can we most effectively communicate what it means to be Canadian?

Overarching critical challenge
Select symbolic artifacts for a Canada Collection designed to introduce essential aspects of our Canadian identity to 
intelligent life in outer space.

LINE OF INQUIRY #1
Exploring Canadian identity today

Inquiry question
What does it mean to be Canadian today?

Critical challenge
Choose three contemporary artifacts for a collection that 
effectively symbolizes our sense of Canadian identity.

Samples of the seven lesson titles and critical challenges 

Unit launch: Who are we?
How well does Canada’s Coat of Arms represent our 
country?

Lesson 1.1: Sensing Canadian identity
Sort responsibilities on a continuum from “a job for 
citizens” to “a job for government.”

Lesson 1.2: Surveying Canadians
Design and conduct an effective survey to reveal 
Canadians’ ideas about our identity.

Everything you need 
for $6 per student*

*based on a class of 25
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