
Attention grade 5 teachers . . .

Overarching inquiry question
What are the most effective ways citizens and governments can ensure that 
our community, province and country are good places to live?

Overarching critical challenge
Create an engaging and informative “call to action” aimed at convincing a 
selected audience to support your proposed plans for addressing a specific 
issue.
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Ontario social studies grade 5 strand B
Good Government and Responsible Citizenship

tc2.ca/inquiry-pacs/ontario/social_studies_5b

Inquiry-pacs are all-inclusive, downloadable online resources designed to provide teachers with 
everything needed to implement the new Ontario social studies program. Like all Inquiry-pacs, 
the package for grade 5 strand B uses a “cascading challenge” approach. The unit launches with 
a provocative overarching inquiry question, from which flow two key inquiry topics or “lines of 
inquiry.” Sixteen detailed lessons and accompanying materials support students in building and 
refining their understanding of key curriculum concepts as they develop a meaningful response to 
the overarching question.

LINE OF INQUIRY #1
Analyzing government actions

Inquiry question
What is government doing well and where is more work needed?

Critical challenge
Create a progress report that assesses actions taken by government on a 
pressing social or environmental problem. As part of the report, propose a 
Government Action Plan.

Samples of the seven lesson titles and critical challenges 

Unit launch: Daring to dream
Use words and/or pictures to imagine an ideal solution to your assigned 
pressing problem.

Lesson 1.2: Sharing responsibilities between citizens and governments
Sort responsibilities on a continuum from “a job for citizens” to “a job for 
government.”

Lesson 1.5: Recognizing different perspectives
In the role of a stakeholder, participate in a group conversation that reveals 
different perspectives on your pressing problem.

For a full list of lesson titles and critical challenges, download the unit synopsis at:

Unit synopsis

Teaching notes

PowerPoint lesson slides



PRICING 
Non-Partner Partner & Individual member

Initial year license $150 $120

Annual renewal and content up-grade $15 $12

Individual licenses may be purchased online at tc2.ca/shop

mail@tc2.ca                                      www.tc2.ca
consortium

thinkingcritical
the

Multiple license discounts
10% off for orders of 10-99 licenses
20% off for orders of over 100 licenses

Contact us at mail@tc2 or 604-639-6325 for        
multiple license orders.

Activity and instruction sheets

Briefing sheets

Ontario social studies grade 5 strand B
Good Government and Responsible Citizenship

LINE OF INQUIRY #2
Exploring citizen responsibilities

Inquiry question
What is responsible citizenship and why is it important?

Critical challenge
Choose a set of effective citizen actions that address your social/
environmental issue and use them to create a Citizen Action Plan.

Samples of the seven lesson titles and critical challenges 

Lesson 2.1: Promoting active citizenship
Rework the Oath of Citizenship to create a pledge that effectively 
encourages active, responsible citizenship.

Lesson 2.3: Boosting the power of voting
Select “3 top tips for voters” to maximize voting’s positive impact on your 
issue.

Lesson 2.4: Narrowing the options
Thoughtfully trim the long list of potentially effective citizen actions on your 
issue.

UNIT FINALE
Issuing the Call to Action

Complete the Overarching Challenge by creating an engaging and informative “call to action” aimed at 
convincing a selected audience to support your proposed plans for addressing a specific issue.

For sample lessons and complete lists of lesson titles and critical challenges go to:
tc2.ca/inquiry-pacs/ontario/social_studies_5b


