Events: Teacher Notes

Teaching and Learning About Human Rights Atrocities and Genocide:
The Holodomor in Ukraine

When teaching about the Holodomor, it is important to use Historical Thinking concepts to
help students understand the events within their broader historical context. By emphasizing
historical significance, teachers can guide students to explore why examining the forced
collectivization of farms and the dekulakization policies is critical to understanding Soviet
agricultural and social policies and how these events had a profound impact on millions of lives,
altering the course of Ukrainian and Soviet history. This approach highlights the importance
of these events and ties them to the significant historical narrative of authoritarian control
under Stalin’s regime.

Applying historical thinking concepts such as cause and consequence allows students to
dissect the factors leading to the Holodomor and its direct impacts, such as the extreme food
shortages resulting from harsh grain requisition tactics. Incorporating perspective and ethical
dimension encourages students to critically analyze the motives behind Soviet propaganda and
its stark contrast with the grim realities of famine and consider the moral implications of the
policies enacted during this period. Understanding these events through these lenses helps
students appreciate the complexity of historical narratives. It fosters a nuanced recognition
of the interplay between state policies and their devastating consequences on a human scale.
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Events: Student Tasks

Teaching and Learning About Human Rights Atrocities and Genocide:
The Holodomor in Ukraine

1. Use sources from the collection to help make a decision about the methods the Soviet
government used to confiscate grain and food. What methods appear to have been
important in the grain confiscation process? Remember to use details from the source
documents to support your decision-making.

2. Create an impact timeline of events during the Holodomor that describes the impacts and
effects of key Soviet policies and actions on food supplies and farming. For more information
on how to create an impact timeline, please visit https://tc2.ca/products/impact-timeline.

3. Examine the Soviet propaganda that is included in the collection. Describe the main
patterns or messages of the propaganda that contributed or led to the Holodomor.

4. In 1933, the Soviet government denied passports to Ukrainian farmers. Describe two
significant direct and indirect consequences of this action on agricultural production and
for communities in Ukraine.

5. As you explore the sources in the Events collection, make a list of the Soviet policies and
actions that contributed to the Holodomor. Describe any patterns in these policies and
actions that might help reveal important lessons about the events of genocide and other
human rights.

CANADIAN INSTITUTE OF 2
UKRAINIAN STUDIES  crmeafnunns
Sl KaHaacKvi IHCTUTYT yKpaiHCLKIX CTY A

The Holodomor Source Collection: Events



https://tc2.ca/products/impact-timeline

Events: Student Questions

Teaching and Learning About Human Rights Atrocities and Genocide:
The Holodomor in Ukraine

1. Which events during the Holodomor had the most significant impact on the lives and
livelihoods of Ukrainian farmers?

2. Which actions of the Soviet government had the greatest impacts on food supplies and
farming?

3. What important information about the severity of food shortages during the Holodomor
can be learned from the images in the collection?

4. Who was more impacted by Soviet propaganda about collectivization: the Ukrainian people
living in urban areas or those in rural areas?

5. Describe the main reasons offered by the Soviet government for dekulakization and grain
confiscation policies.
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A rural newspaper staff reports on the work at the Events | 1

collective farm in Ukraine

This photo shows a group of people in Ukraine during the early 1930s, working together on a collective
farm. Many farmers were forced to give up their land and work collectively, causing hardships and
contributing to a severe famine in Ukraine, known as the Holodomor.

View this image online

Soviet officials confiscate grain from a peasant Events | 2

household in Ukraine, early 1930s

This photo shows Soviet officials taking grain from a Ukrainian family’s home in the early 1930s. During
this time, the Soviet government enforced strict policies requiring farmers to give up large portions of their
crops to the state. These actions led to a severe shortage of food for many families.

View this image online

A worker guarding grain Events | 3

Farmers were forced to join together into large, shared farms called artels, where they worked and shared
resources. Honcharenko, a young member of a group called the Komsomol, was a farmer in one of these
artels in the Kharkiv region.

View this image online
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https://www.encyclopediaofukraine.com/pic%5CC%5CO%5CCollective%20farm%20reporting.jpg
https://www.encyclopediaofukraine.com/pic%5CC%5CO%5CCollective%20farm%20reporting.jpg
https://www.encyclopediaofukraine.com/pic%5CC%5CO%5CCollective%20farm%20reporting.jpg
https://npr.brightspotcdn.com/dims4/default/b681b5d/2147483647/strip/true/crop/3000x2107+0+0/resize/1760x1236!/format/webp/quality/90/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fmedia.npr.org%2Fassets%2Fimg%2F2022%2F05%2F06%2Fgettyimages-1354480691_custom-a7913df9302b64818c174c3bae74a2581249c5bf.jpg
https://npr.brightspotcdn.com/dims4/default/b681b5d/2147483647/strip/true/crop/3000x2107+0+0/resize/1760x1236!/format/webp/quality/90/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fmedia.npr.org%2Fassets%2Fimg%2F2022%2F05%2F06%2Fgettyimages-1354480691_custom-a7913df9302b64818c174c3bae74a2581249c5bf.jpg
https://npr.brightspotcdn.com/dims4/default/b681b5d/2147483647/strip/true/crop/3000x2107+0+0/resize/1760x1236!/format/webp/quality/90/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fmedia.npr.org%2Fassets%2Fimg%2F2022%2F05%2F06%2Fgettyimages-1354480691_custom-a7913df9302b64818c174c3bae74a2581249c5bf.jpg
https://education.holodomor.ca/wp-content/uploads/2015/07/Kharkiv-12-trudnivnyk-okhornyaye.jpg
https://education.holodomor.ca/wp-content/uploads/2015/07/Kharkiv-12-trudnivnyk-okhornyaye.jpg

Mass graves near Kharkiv during the Famine- Events | 4 l
Genocide, 1933

The many deaths by hunger necessitated the creation of mass graves to accommodate the victims. In
Kharkiv, mass graves were used to bury those who succumbed to the famine.

Public domain via Wikimedia
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Black board published in a newspaper, 1933

Events | 5

To enforce strict grain quotas, the Soviet government used “black boards” as a punitive, lethal measure

to publicly shame and punish villages or farms that didn’t meet these procurement targets, resulting
in a blockade, confiscation of all foodstuffs, and a total ban on trade or leaving the village, effectively

condemning inhabitants to starvation.
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Propaganda photograph Events |6 |

This photo shows a group of Soviet collective farm members during the collectivization campaign. The
banner they are holding promotes the Soviet policy of collectivization and getting rid of or eliminating
kulaks (wealthier peasants) as a class.”

Public domain via Wiki.gg
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Letter describing events in 1932-1933 Events | 7 l

Stepan Semeniuta’s accounts of his own suffering, people dying of starvation, and the conditions in
the fields directly describe the events of the Holodomor as it unfolded. Sent from Village of Matviivka,
Semenivka raion, Poltava oblast.
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The IntaAbez (Minlag) forced-labor camp Events | 8

(Russian FSSR)

This photo shows the camp, part of a larger network of camps designed to exploit the labour of prisoners
for economic purposes, often under extremely harsh and inhumane conditions.

View this image online
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https://www.encyclopediaofukraine.com/pic%5CI%5CN%5CIntaAbez%20(Minlag)%20forcedlabor%20camp.jpg
https://www.encyclopediaofukraine.com/pic%5CI%5CN%5CIntaAbez%20(Minlag)%20forcedlabor%20camp.jpg
https://www.encyclopediaofukraine.com/pic%5CI%5CN%5CIntaAbez%20(Minlag)%20forcedlabor%20camp.jpg

Letter from Stalin to Kaganovich on changing Events | 9a

Ukrainian SSR leadership (excerpt)

The excerpt from a letter from Stalin to Kaganovich dated August 11, 1932 shows the Soviet government’s
efforts to maintain tight control and enforce its policies, contributing to the severity of the famine.

August 11, 1932

... 3) The main issue is now Ukraine. Matters in Ukraine are currently extremely
bad. Bad from the standpoint of the Party line. They say that in two oblasts of
Ukraine (Kyiv and Dnipropetrovsk, I believe), nearly 50 raion Party committees
have spoken out against the grain procurement plan as unrealistic. They say the
matter is no better in other raion committees. What does this look like? This is
not a Party, but a parliament, a caricature of a parliament. Instead of directing
the raions, Kosior is always waffling between CC AUCP directives and the
demands of raion committees, and he’s waffled himself to the end. Lenin was
right when he said that a person who lacks the courage to go against the flow at
the right moment cannot be a real Bolshevik leader. Bad from the standpoint
of the Soviet line. Chubar is no leader. Bad from the standpoint of the GPU.
[Stanislaw] Redens is incapable of leading the battle with counterrevolution in
such a large and unique republic as Ukraine.

If we do not correct the situation in Ukraine immediately, we will lose Ukraine.

Also keep in mind that within the Ukrainian Communist Party (500,000
members, ha, ha) there is no lack (yes, no lack!) of rotten elements, active and
latent Petlurites and direct agents of Pilsudski. As soon as things get worse,
these elements won’t hesitate to open a front within (and outside) the Party,
against the Party. Worst of all, the Ukrainian leadership does not see these
dangers.

Things should not continue this way any longer.
It is necessary:

I. to remove Kosior from Ukraine and replace him with you
[Kaganovich]; you will retain the post of secretary of the CC AUCP(b);

2. after this, transfer Balitsky to Ukraine as chairman of the Ukrainian GPU
(or PP [authorized representative] to Ukraine, as it seems the GPU chairman
position in Ukraine does not exist) and he will remain deputy chairman

Holodomor Research and Education Consortium
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Letter from Stalin to Kaganovich on changing Events | 9b

Ukrainian SSR leadership (excerpt)

of the [All-Union] OGPU; make Redens a deputy to Balitsky in Ukraine;*
3. in a few months replace Chubar with another comrade, say, Hrynko or
anybody else, and appoint Chubar to be Molotov’s deputy in Moscow
(Kosior can be made one of the secretaries of the CC AUCP(b));**

4. Set yourself the goal of turning Ukraine into a fortress of the USSR, a real model
republic, within the shortest possible time. Don’t spare money for this purpose.

Without these and similar measures (economic and political strengthening of
Ukraine starting with the raions along the border, etc.), I repeat once again: we will
lose Ukraine.

What do you think on this matter?

This requires attention as soon as possible, immediately after [your] arrival in
Moscow.

Regards!
J. Stalin
11.VIIL.32

P. S. T have spoken to Menzhinsky about Balitsky and Redens. He agrees and fully
supports the changes.***

* Vsevold Balitsky (1892-1937) was dispatched to the Ukrainian SSR by CC AUCP(b) Politburo resolution “On a Special
OGPU Commissioner for Ukraine” from November 24, 1932. Balitsky was the deputy head of the OGPU joint state political
administration, SNK USSR (1931-1934). He headed the GPU political police in Ukraine (1933-1937) and was a member of
the Central Oversight Commission of the All-Union Party. Stanislaw Redens (1892-1938) was a member of the Central Com-
mittee of the All-Union party (1927-1934) and the head of the Ukrainian SSR republican GPU (1931-1933). He was replaced
by Balitsky as head of the Ukrainian GPU in February 1933.

** Hryhori Hrynko (1890-1938) was the SNK USSR Peoples’ Commissar for Finance (1930-1937).

*##%* Vyacheslav Menzhinsky (1874-1934) was the head of the SNK USSR OGPU (1926-1934)
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