Teaching and Learning About Human
Rights Atrocities and Genocide:
The Holodomor in Ukraine

High School Lessons

* What were the causes of the Holodomor?

¢ What were the consequences of the Holodomor for individuals and families?
¢ How did the Holodomor change communities?

* What should all people in Canada understand about the Holodomor?

* What information and evidence are the most useful for describing why the Holodomor is a human rights atrocity
and genocide?

* What are the patterns used by governments, organizations, and people who attempt to deny that the
Holodomor was genocide?

* How strong are the connections between the Holodomor and Russian aggression against Ukraine?
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CRITICAL THINKING



What are the patterns used by governments,
organizations, and people who attempt to
deny that the Holodomor was genocide?

Lesson Question

Lesson Challenge

Lesson Summary

Lesson Materials

What are the patterns used by governments, organizations, and people who attempt to deny
that the Holodomor was genocide?

Create a list of words, phrases, and ideas that can be warning signs about the denial of the
Holodomor and other human rights atrocities and genocides.

Students examine the patterns used by governments, organizations, and individuals to attempt
to deny the events and effects of the Holodomor. Students deepen their understanding of
denialism by exploring patterns used in attempts to minimize, dismiss, or cover up human
rights atrocities and genocide. Students then examine examples of attempts to deny the facts
of the Holodomor and identify words, phrases, and ideas that reveal the patterns of denial.
To conclude the lesson, students develop a list of the words, phrases, and ideas that can
be warning signs about the denial of the Holodomor and other human rights atrocities and
genocides.

Activity Sheet A: Examining a Description of the Holodomor (one copy for each pair or
small group of students)

Activity Sheet B: Paying Attention to the Patterns of Denial (one copy for each student)

Briefing Sheet A: Patterns Used by Deniers of Human Rights Atrocities and Genocide (one
copy for each pair or small group of students)

Briefing Sheet B: Example for Patterns of Denial (one copy for each pair or small group of
students)

Briefing Sheet C: Examples of Holodomor Denial (one copy for each pair or small group
of students)

Activity Sheet C: Finding Patterns of Denial (one copy for each pair or small group of
students)

Additional Sources

Descriptions of the denial of the Holodomor: https://education.
holodomor.ca/teaching-materials/holodomor-denial-silences/
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Information about the language and claims made by deniers of human
rights atrocities and genocide, especially residential schools: https://
theconversation.com/truth-before-reconciliation-8-ways-to-identify-and
-confront-residential-school-denialism-164692

Ten stages of genocide with methods of mitigation or prevention for each
stage: https://museeholocauste.ca/app/uploads/2018/12/ten_stages

genocide.pdf

Important Considerations

The learning activities of this lesson are best positioned after students have studied the causes and consequences of
the Holodomor.

This lesson includes references to historical and contemporary human rights violations, genocide, and war. Please
be mindful that these topics may connect to the experiences of many students. The learning activities of this lesson
also include examples of language used by deniers of human rights atrocities and genocide—language that could be
upsetting and even offensive. When preparing the class to engage thoughtfully with past and present human rights
atrocities, consider the approaches offered in the following resource:

e “Trauma-Informed Teaching and Learning” https://www.ctf-fce.ca/wp-content/uploads/2022/
07/Trauma-Informed-Teaching-Learning-EN.pdf

Additional resources to support students’ understanding of ethical judgment and evidence and
interpretation—two of the historical thinking concepts featured in this lesson—can be found at
the following webpage:

e “Thinking About History” https://tc2.ca/resources/history
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Suggested Activities

1.

Start the Thinking
1.

Organize students into pairs or small groups and provide each group with
a copy of Activity Sheet A (Examining a Description of the Holodomor).
Ask groups to read the source and then make a decision: how did the
authors of the source view the events of the Holodomor? Encourage
groups to note their decisions and any details that support their thinking
on the activity sheet.

Prompt groups to share their decisions and thinking with the class. As they
do, share that the source is an example of the denial of the Holodomor.
Briefly explain that, despite overwhelming and accepted evidence, there
are people and governments that continue to deny that the Holodomor
occurred or that it was genocide.

Guide students back to the activity sheet and invite them to identify any

words or phrases from the source that reveal the authors’ denial of the

Holodomor. For example, students might suggest that

e describing Ukrainian farmers as “lazy usurpers” seems to blame
Ukrainians for what happened to them

e suggesting that “crop failures” were the cause of starvation is a
significant misrepresentation of the human-made famine

Explain that despite international recognition of the Holodomor as a
human rights atrocity and genocide, some governments, organizations,
and individuals downplay, dismiss, or reject the events of the Holodomor.
Sometimes this denial is very obvious, for example, when the Holodomor
is removed from school curriculum or textbooks. Other times, this denial
can be found in more subtle language used to describe the Holodomor.

Provide each student with a copy of Activity Sheet B (Paying Attention to
the Patterns of Denial). Introduce the lesson question and challenge, and
guide students to the top section of Activity Sheet B. Prompt students to
note any examples of words, phrases, or ideas that might serve as warning
signs of the denial of the Holodomor. Assure students that they will be
able to refine their lists throughout this lesson.

Grow the Thinking

Provide each pair or small group of students with a copy of Briefing Sheet
A (Patterns Used by Deniers of Human Rights Atrocities and Genocide).
Guide students’ attention to the left-hand column of the briefing sheet and
suggest that there are patterns in the words, phrases, and thoughts used by
deniers of the Holodomor.

Prompt groups to revisit the source on Activity Sheet A and to identify any
words, phrases, and ideas that match the patterns described on the briefing
sheet. Groups might suggest the following:
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* The use of “... kulaks as lazy usurpers” is an example of denial through
victim blaming.

* The use of ... they believed that only partial crop failures occurred and
that these shortages were not enough to cause mass starvation” is an
example of both denial of the definition of genocide and denial through
minimization of impact.

Ask students to revisit Activity Sheet B and encourage them to add
examples of words, phrases, or ideas that might serve as warning signs of
the denial of the Holodomor.

Provide each group with at least one copy of Activity Sheet C (Finding
Patterns of Denial) and of Briefing Sheet B (Example for Patterns of
Denial). Consider reading the article with students, pausing to highlight
any words, phrases, or ideas that reflect the patterns of denial. Prompt
groups to identify the patterns of denial that can be found in these words,
phrases, or ideas using the middle and right-hand columns of Activity
Sheet C.

Provide each group with at least one copy of Briefing Sheet C (Examples
of Holodomor Denial). Assign or ask groups to select at least two of the
sources from the briefing sheet. Inform groups that their task is to identify
the patterns of denial that can be found in other primary and secondary
sources that attempt to deny the Holodomor. Remind students that some
words, phrases, and ideas might match more than one pattern of denial.

Encourage groups to share their decisions with the class. As they
share, suggest that denial of human rights atrocities and genocide can
have profound effects. Elie Wiesel, a survivor of the Holocaust, has
called Turkey’s denial of the Armenian genocide a double killing, for it
suppresses or kills the memories of the event, making it very hard for
victims to heal. Perpetrators of genocide who deny their guilt are more
likely to take similar actions in the future. Invite groups to think about
the motivations and effects of denialism by posing questions such as the
following:

* What are the main reasons why the Soviet government attempted to
deny the Holodomor in the past?

e What are the most significant impacts of the denial of human rights
atrocities and genocide such as the Holodomor on people who were and
continue to be affected by the Holodomor?

* What are the main reasons why the current Russian government
attempts to deny the Holodomor?

*  What might be the main motivations for the denial of known human
rights atrocities and genocides by governments, organizations, and
individuals?

Ask students to revisit the “my first thoughts” section of Activity Sheet
B and encourage them to add examples of words, phrases, or ideas that
might serve as warning signs of the denial of the Holodomor.
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8. If desired, groups could inquire further into patterns of denialism by
researching other sources examining denial or the following sources:

* “Turning Blind Eyes to Empty Stomachs” https://0js.lib.uwo.ca/index.
php/westernumirror/article/view/17097/14004

» “Attempts of the Kremlin Propaganda to Deny the Holodomor Tragedy”
https://mythdetector.com/en/attempts-of-the-kremlin-propaganda-to
-deny-the-holodomor-tragedy/

Reflect on the Thinking

1. Ask students to suggest why it is important to pay attention to the words,
phrases, and ideas that governments, organizations, and people use to
describe human rights atrocities. Emphasize that denial of the Holodomor
and other historical examples of human rights atrocities and genocides
continues today and did not happen only in the past. Students might
suggest that the patterns help provide warning signs about denialism and
that denialism continues to occur.

2. Encourage students to revisit the “my final thoughts” section of Activity
Sheet B and encourage them to add examples of words, phrases, or
ideas that might serve as warning signs of the denial of the Holodomor.
Encourage students to suggest any words, phrases, or ideas that might be
the strongest warning signs of denialism.

3. Invite students to suggest what actions might effectively address denialism
of human rights atrocities and genocides such as the Holodomor. Students
might suggest education, commemoration, restorative justice, and
reconciliation as potential actions and strategies to address denialism.
Guide students back to the bottom section of Activity Sheet B and prompt
them to note any commitments that they might take to address, mitigate,
and even confront denialism.

Possible Extensions and Modifications

e Students could identify information and actions that might be used to
address each of the patterns used to deny the Holodomor.

* Students could use the activity sheets, briefing sheets (especially the
patterns of denial), and processes from this lesson to examine the denial of
other human rights violations and atrocities.

* Students could identify important differences and similarities between
historical and contemporary denial of the Holodomor and other human
rights violations and atrocities.
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Examining a Description of the Holodomor Activity Sheet A

Use details from the source below to help you describe how authors Sidney and Beatrice Webb viewed the
events of the Holodomor. Then, use the space to note your decision and reasons to support your thinking.

Source

Sidney and Beatrice Webb, British founders of the prestigious London School of Economics and Political
Science, visited the USSR in 1932-33. Their 1935 book Soviet Communism, a New Civilization?, praised the
USSR’s developments in economics and education. The Webbs viewed kulaks' as lazy usurpers? who did not
want to contribute to society. As for the Famine issue, they believed that only partial crop failures occurred
and that these shortages were not enough to cause mass starvation.

HREC Education, "Holodomor-Denial and Silences,” https://education.holodomor.ca/teaching-materials/
holodomor-denial-silences/

How did authors Sidney and Beatrice Webb view the events of the Holodomor?

< »
<

They denied that the They expressed no opinions They acknowledged the
Holodomor was genocide on the Holodomor Holodomor as genocide

Words and phrases from the source that support your decision

1 The word kulak in Russian was originally used to describe Soviet farmers and landowners. After the 1917 Russian Revolution, the word
became an insult or derogatory term to describe wealthy peasants who were seen as potential obstacles to the collectivization of agriculture.
2 Usurper: someone who tries to take control of something.
1
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Paying Attention to the Patterns of Denial Activity Sheet B

Use the space below to describe words, phrases, and ideas used by governments, organizations, and people who
attempt to deny the facts of the Holodomor. You'll be able to add to your list throughout the lesson.

My first thoughts about the words, phrases, and ideas used by governments, organizations, and people
who attempt to deny the facts of the Holodomor

My final thoughts about the words, phrases, and ideas used by governments, organizations, and people
who attempt to deny the facts of the Holodomor

What commitments and actions might | take when | notice words, phrases, and ideas that deny the facts of
the Holodomor?




Finding Patterns of Denial

Activity Sheet C

Source

Patterns of Denial

Details From Source That Support My Thinking

Denial of the definition of
genocide

Denial through
minimization of impact

Denial through victim
blaming

Denial through
justification

Denial through presentism

Denial of the definition of
genocide

Denial through
minimization of impact

Denial through victim
blaming

Denial through
justification

Denial through presentism

Denial of the definition of
genocide

Denial through
minimization of impact

Denial through victim
blaming

Denial through
justification

Denial through presentism

Q

Denial of the definition of
genocide

Denial through
minimization of impact

Denial through victim
blaming

Denial through
justification

Denial through presentism
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Example for Patterns of Denial Briefing Sheet B

Source: Walter Duranty, The New York Times (March 31, 1933) https://www.nytimes.com/1933/03/31/archives/
russians-hungry-but-not-starving-deaths-from-diseases-due-to.html

See transcript starting below and on the next two pages.

The word Russian used
in this article refers to all
nationalities under Soviet
rule or to all Soviet citizens.
It was common in the 1930s
and after to refer to Ukraine,
or other nationalities under
Soviet rule, as Russia or
Russians and to use the
Russian spellings of Ukrainian
and other city names. This
was an expectation of Soviet
officials and a policy of the
Soviet government.

RUSSIANS HUNGRY, BUT NOT STARVING

Deaths From Diseases Due to Malnutrition High, Yet the Soviet Is Entrenched.

LARGER CITIES HAVE FOOD
Ukraine, North Caucasus and Lower Volga Regions Suffer From Shortages.

KREMLIN’S ‘DOOM’ DENIED

Russians and Foreign Observers in Country See No Ground for Predictions of Disaster.
By WALTER DURANTY.

Special Cable to THE NEW YORK TIMES.

MOSCOW, March 30.—In the middle of the diplomatic duel between Great Britain and the Soviet Union over
the accused British engineers there appears from a British source a big scare story in the American press about
famine in the Soviet Union, with “thousands already dead and millions menaced by death from starvation.”
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Its author is Gareth Jones, who is a former secretary to David Lloyd George and who recently spent three weeks
in the Soviet; Union and reached the conclusion that the country was “on the verge of a terrific smash,” as he
told the writer.

Mr. Jones is a man of a keen and active mind, and he has taken the trouble to learn Russian, which he speaks
with considerable fluency, but the writer thought Mr. Jones's judgment was somewhat hasty and asked him on
what it was based. It appeared that he had made a forty-mile walk through villages in the neighborhood of
Kharkov and had found conditions sad.

| suggested that that was a rather inadequate cross-section of a big country, but nothing could shake his
conviction of impending doom.

Predictions of Doom Frequent.

The number of times foreigners, especially Britons, have shaken rueful heads as they composed the Soviet Union's
epitaph can scarcely be computed, and in point of fact it has done the Soviet Union incalculable harm since the
day when William C. Bullitt’s able and honest account of the situation was shelved and negatived during the
Versailles Peace Conference by reports that Admiral Kolchak, White Russian leader, had taken Kazan— which
he never did—and that the Soviet power was “on the verge of an abyss.”

Admiral Kolchak faded. Then General Denikin took Orel and the Soviet Government was on the verge of an
abyss again, and General Yudenich “took” Petrograd. But where are Generals Denikin and Yudenich now?
A couple of years ago another British “eyewitness” reported a mutiny in the Moscow garrison and, “rows of
corpses neatly piled in Theatre Square,” and only this week a British news agency revealed a revolt of the Soviet
Fifty-fifth Regiment at Dauria, on the Manchurian border. All bunk, of course.

This is not to mention a more regrettable incident of three years ago when an American correspondent
discovered half the Ukraine flaming with rebellion and “proved”’ it by authentic documents eagerly proffered
by Rumanians, which documents on examination appeared to relate to events of eight or ten years earlier.

Saw No One Dying.

But to return to Mr. Jones. He told me there was virtually no bread in the villages he had visited and that the
adults were haggard, gaunt and discouraged, but that he had seen no dead or dying animals or human beings.

| believed him because | knew it to be correct not only of some parts of the Ukraine but of sections of the North
Caucasus and lower Volga regions and, for that matter, Kazakstan, where the attempt to change the stock-
raising nomads of the type and the period of Abraham and Isaac into 1933 collective grain farmers has produced
the most deplorable results.

It is all too true that the novelty and mismanagement of collective farming, plus the quite efficient conspiracy of
Feodor M. Konar and his associates in agricultural commissariats, have made a mess of Soviet food production.
[Konar was executed for sabotage.]

But—to put it brutally—you can’t make an omelette without breaking eggs, and the Bolshevist leaders are just
as indifferent to the casualties that may be involved in their drive toward socialization as any General during
the World War who ordered a costly attack in order to show his superiors that he and his division possessed
the proper soldierly spirit. In fact, the Bolsheviki are more indifferent because they are animated by fanatical
conviction.
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Since | talked with Mr. Jones | have made exhaustive inquiries about this alleged famine situation. | have inquired
in Soviet commissariats and in foreign embassies with their network of consuls, and | have tabulated information
from Britons working as specialists and from my personal connections, Russian and foreign.

Disease Mortality Is High.

All of this seems to me to be more trustworthy information than | could get by a brief trip through any one
area. The Soviet Union is too big to permit a hasty study, and it is the foreign correspondent’s job to present a
whole picture, not a part of it. And here are the facts: There is a serious food shortage throughout the country,
with occasional cases of well-managed State or collective farms. The big cities and the army are adequately
supplied with food. There is no actual starvation or deaths from starvation, but there is widespread mortality
from diseases due to malnutrition.

In short, conditions are definitely bad in certain sections—the Ukraine, North Caucasus and Lower Volga. The
rest of the country is on short rations but nothing worse. These conditions are bad, but there is no famine.

The critical months in this country are February and March, after which a supply of eggs, milk and vegetables
comes to supplement the shortage of bread—if, as now, there is a shortage of bread. In every Russian village
food conditions will improve henceforth, but that will not answer one really vital question—What about the
coming grain crop?

Upon that depends not the future of the Soviet power, which cannot and will not be smashed, but the future
policy of the Kremlin. If through climatic conditions, as in 1921, the crop fails, then, indeed, Russia will be
menaced by famine. If not, the present difficulties will be speedily forgotten.




Examples of Holodomor Denial Briefing Sheet C

Source 1

Obviously [the Soviet government] made some mistakes in 1931-32 in terms of policies, but it doesn't make sense
that they would enact so many relief measures during several consecutive famines, only to start deliberately
starving the same people shortly after.

Mark B. Tauger, Retrospective for Yale Agrarian Studies (September 2014), https://agrarianstudies.macmillan.yale.edu/sites/default/files/files/
papers/TaugerAgrarianStudies.pdf

Source 2

“Model” villages were used by the Soviets for duping foreign visitors touring the USSR into believing that all was
well. A showcase Potemkin village could be set up with items and food brought in for the occasion, making the
village look prosperous. Destitute villagers were removed and replaced by well-fed and loyal party members and/or
performing artists. In short, these Potemkin villages were a facade. Touring westerners were taken in and reported
this false reality to the world. Once the western audience left, all these goods and brought-in food were removed.

HREC Education, “Holodomor—Denial and Silences,” https://education.holodomor.ca/teaching-materials/fnolodomor-denial-silences/

Source 3

France's former Premier, Edouard Herriot, visited the USSR and Soviet Ukraine in August and September of 1933,
shortly after the height of the Famine. While in Kyiv, Ukraine’s historic capital, Herriot was impressed by its
cleanliness and abundance of goods, either unaware of or ignoring the fact that Soviet authorities had staged
this display; moreover the citizens of Kyiv were forbidden from shopping or appearing in public during his stay.
The September 13th 1933 issue of the official Soviet newspaper Pravda, stated that Herriot “categorically denied
the lies of the bourgeois press about a Famine in the Soviet Union.”

HREC Education, “Holodomor—Denial and Silences,” https://education.holodomor.ca/teaching-materials/nolodomor-denial-silences/

Source 4

[The author] George Bernard Shaw was along with the Webbs, a co-founder of the London School of Economics.
Shaw favourably compared the USSR to the West and noted that during his visits (to Potemkin villages) he did
not see a single undernourished person. Many people refused to believe that the world’s first workers’ state
had a deep and dreadful downside; in this way Shaw was typical of many Western socialists, whose basically
uncritical assessment of the USSR helped maintain a rosy, idealized image of the USSR for many in the West.

HREC Education, “Holodomor—Denial and Silences,” https://education.holodomor.ca/teaching-materials/holodomor-denial-silences/

Source 5

The Nation’s Louis Fischer, who had painted a rosy picture of Soviet life in his 1932-33 dispatches, briefly
acknowledged the famine in the 1935 book Soviet Journey but blamed it on the peasants’ resistance to
collectivization. Fischer, who would later become disillusioned with communism, dressed up his apologism for
Soviet brutality in such sanctimonious disclaimers as “History can be cruel” and “Let no one minimize the
sadness of the phenomenon.”

Cathy Young, “The Holodomor, 90 Years Later” (December 1, 2022), Cato Institute, https://www.cato.org/commentary/
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Source 6

In 1982, a press release from the Office of the USSR Embassy in Canada reported that despite living conditions
in Ukraine being difficult in 1932, it was “not as bad” as the West made it out to be. It also stressed that the
famine was not artificially constructed, but naturally occurred due to drought. Further, the Embassy argued
that the challenges of the collective farming system were due to the “wealthy landowners called Kulaks,” who
“tyrannically” did not want to give up control over the peasants or their bread. The kulaks tried as much as
possible to hamper the collective farming, and thus organized gangs that poisoned cattle, set fire to collective
farmer’s houses, and exercised general terror and murder.

Adapted from Katrina Crone, “Turning Blind Eyes to Empty Stomachs: Disinformation and Denial of the Holodomor in the USSR and

the West,” The Mirror—Undergraduate History Journal 44, no. 1 (2024): 20-33, https://ojs.lib.uwo.ca/index.php/westernumirror/article/
view/17097/14004

Source 7

On October 10, 2022, a memorial to the Holodomor tragedy was taken down in the occupied Mariupol [a city in
Donetsk Oblast, Ukraine]. Shortly after, Kremlin propaganda media RIA Novosti prepared a story on the topic,
voicing a number of claims attempting to deny the Holodomor tragedy. The story featured Artyom Bobrovsky,
head of the department at Donetsk National University, stating that according to “historical sources,” famine in
the regions of the South of Russia and then the Soviet Union was a recurring event, and as a result of the famine
in 1932-33, the largest number of casualties was not in Ukraine, but in other regions of the USSR.

Myth Detector, “Attempts of the Kremlin Propaganda to Deny the Holodomor Tragedy” (October 25, 2022), https://mythdetector.com/en/
attempts-of-the-kremlin-propaganda-to-deny-the-holodomor-tragedy/

Source 8

My research has shown that the famine resulted from drought, plant disease and pest infestations that caused
two years of crop failures. | argue that this famine has to be understood in a broader context of earlier famines
and Soviet agricultural sciences. | showed that the famines of the 1920s, not mentioned in previous studies, led
Soviet leaders to resort to collectivization to restructure Soviet agriculture on the model of American mechanized
farming, as an attempt to overcome its vulnerability to environmental disasters.

Mark B. Tauger, Retrospective for Yale Agrarian Studies (September 2014), https://agrarianstudies.macmillan.yale.edu/sites/default/files/files/
papers/TaugerAgrarianStudies.pdf

Source 9

Journalistic misrepresentations of the famine, as seen in the United States and Britain, were also prevalent in
Canada. A 1932 Toronto Globe and Mail article, written by Canadian journalist Pierre Van Paassen, alluded to
the pressures on food supply in the USSR while assuring readers that there was no reason for alarm as there
was no actual famine. Rather than simply denying the existence of the famine, some Canadian journalists also
blamed other groups for it. For example, Canadian engineer J.K. Calder wrote about his experiences in an article
published in Maclean’s magazine in June 1933, where he blamed the famine on the peasant farmers for not
working, thus causing a shortage of crops.

Adapted from Katrina Crone, “Turning Blind Eyes to Empty Stomachs: Disinformation and Denial of the Holodomor in the USSR and

the West,” The Mirror—Undergraduate History Journal 44, no. 1 (2024): 20-33, https://ojs.lib.uwo.ca/index.php/westernumirror/article/
view/17097/14004
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