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Create a TC² account

To access resources 
from our website and 
to join our mailing 
list, you must first go 
to the login page to 
create an account.

www.tc2.ca

On the login page, click on 
Create an account.

Welcome

@tc2thinks

Giovanna.Longhi@cssd.ab.ca
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What should we assess

• What should we 
assess?

• How would we 
assess that?

• What might happen 
in a thinking 
classroom 
committed to 
assessment-rich 
learning?
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Is the final product enough to 
assess students’ abilities?
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Tools Indicators

Background 
knowledge

Can students draw upon accurate and 
relevant information?

Criteria for 
judgment

Can they make reasoned judgments in the 
face of relevant criteria and use criteria to 

justify their decisions?

Thinking 
vocabulary

Can students competently use key concepts 
related to thinking?

Thinking 
strategies

Do students effectively employ useful 
strategies to work through the challenge?

Habits of mind Do students exhibit key dispositions?

Assessing Thinking

A critical inquiry question
• What are some powerful assessment practices that 

support the creation a thinking classroom and nurture 
quality student thinking?

Today’s critical challenge

 Select 3 learnings about powerful 

assessment that support thinking

 Select 2 concrete practices you 

might try in your classrooms next 

week.

 Select 1 pressing question you 

would like to pursue further

what can we learn from assessment?

 What are the strengths and gaps in each student’s 

thinking?

 What is the most important thing each student 

needs? 

 Is there anything that they all need?
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what can we learn from assessment?

7 x ? = 28

The Cook 13

The Sailor 4

The Quiet One left blank

What else have you learned about their knowledge, 

thinking and ability to communicate?
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What is assessment-rich student 
learning?

• Assessment is seamless with instruction 
and timely, rather than disruptive and 
delayed

• Students recognize value in feedback

• Almost everything in school is a work in 
progress

• Students are as rigorous as their 
teachers in their assessments

• Learning / understanding is emphasized 
over task completion

• Assessment is a conversation, not an 
inquisition

What does this 
look like, sound 

like and feel like in 
a classroom?

How do I capture and 
record assessments from 

observations and 
conversations?
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Sources of assessment data

OBSERVATIONS

CONVERSATIONS PRODUCTS
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Assessing Thinking
Tools Indicators

Background 
knowledge

Can students draw upon accurate and relevant 
information?

Criteria for 
judgment

Can they make reasoned judgments in the face 
of relevant criteria and use criteria to justify 

their decisions?

Critical 
thinking 

vocabulary

Can students competently use key concepts 
related to thinking?

Thinking 
strategies

Do students effectively employ useful 
strategies to work through the challenge?

Habits of mind Do students exhibit key dispositions?
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