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The “Heathen Chinee” in British 
Columbia
Cartoon published in an 1879 issue of Canadian Illustrated News 
showing Amor de Cosmos, a journalist and the second Premier 
of British Columbia, in a top hat.
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Charles Hou and Cynthia Hou, Great Canadian political cartoons, 1820 to 1914 (Toronto, ON: Moody’s 
Lookout Press, 1997), p. 35.

“Heathen Chinee: Why you 
send me offee? 

Amor De Cosmos: Because 
you can’t or won’t ‘assimi-
late’ [become absorbed into 
the larger society] with us. 

Heathen Chinee: What is 
datee? 

Amor De Cosmos: You 
won’t drink whiskey, and 
talk politics and vote like 
us.”
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An act to regulate the Chinese 
population of BC, 1884
Excerpt from an act passed by the British Columbian government on 
February 18, 1884 that attempted to limit the Chinese population in 
British Columbia. The federal government later repealed (cancelled) this 
law because immigration was a responsibility of the federal government, 
not the provincial government.
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An Act to Regulate the Chinese Population of BC
February 18, 1884

Whereas the incoming of Chinese to British Columbia largely exceeds 
that of any other class of immigrant, and the population so intro-
duced are fast becoming superior in number to our own race; are 
not disposed [inclined] to be governed by our laws; are dissimilar 
in habits and occupation from our people; evade [avoid] the payment 
of taxes justly due to the Government; are governed by pestilential 
[harmful/causing of diseases] habits; are useless in instances of 
emergency; habitually desecrate [spoil] graveyards by the removal of 
bodies therefrom; and generally the laws governing the whites are 
found to be inapplicable to Chinese and such Chinese are inclined to 
habits subversive of [damaging to] the comfort and well-being with 
the community.

And whereas it is expedient to pass special laws for the Government 
of Chinese:

Therefore, Her Majesty, by and with the advice and consent of the 
Legislative Assembly of the Province of British Columbia, enacts as 
follows:
[…]

3. From and after the passage of this Act there shall be payable and 
paid by every Chinese in British Columbia, above the age of four-
teen years, unto and for the use of Her Majesty, Her heirs and suc-
cessors, the sum of ten dollars, and thereafter on the 1st day of 
June in each and every year there shall be likewise payable and 
paid by such Chinese person a further sum of ten dollars ….

Public Works and Government Services Canada, as quoted in Francis C. Hardwick, East meets west: A source book for the study of Chinese im-
migrants and their descendants in Canada (Vancouver, BC: Tantalus Research Ltd., 1975), p. 75 © Public Domain.

Comments in brackets are not part of the original document. They have been added to assist the reader with difficult words.
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Comments in brackets are not part of the original document. They have been added to assist the reader with difficult words.

Sir Matthew Begbie’s comments 
on Chinese immigration
Excerpt from an interview with Sir Matthew Begbie, the Chief 
Justice of the Supreme Court of British Columbia that was part 
of the Report of the Royal Commission on Chinese Immigration: 
Report and evidence that was published by the Canadian 
government in 1885. 
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Report of the Royal Commission on Chinese Immigration:
Report and Evidence, 1885

The Chinamen is in every respect the reverse of an European …. His 
religion, his notions of honor and rank, his mode of thought, his 
dress, his amusements, his sense of beauty, his vices [bad or immoral 
practices] are not to our taste at all, or such as we can take to or 
even understand; and his language … appears to us at once incompre-
hensible [unable to understand] and ridiculous …. what is most an-
noying, they come here and beat us on our own ground in supplying 
our wants. They are inferior, too, in weight and size of muscle, and 
yet they work more steadily and with better success on the average 
than the white men.

-Sir Matthew Begbie
Chief of Justice of the Supreme Court of BC

Joseph A. Chapleau and John H. Gray, Report of the Royal Commission on Chinese Immigration–Report and Evidence (Ottawa, ON: Government 
of Canada, 1885), p. 72, produced by Canadiana.org CIHM _14563 http://www.canadiana.org/ECO/ItemRecord/14563?id=0fbb131cfcc5cc80 
(Accessed October 15, 2011) © Public Domain

Comments in brackets are not part of the original document. They have been added to assist the reader with difficult words.
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An argument in opposition to 
“Oriental” enfranchisement 
Excerpt from a pamphlet created during the 1930s by the Native 
Sons of British Columbia, a trades and labour council opposed to 
granting the vote to “Orientals” (people descended from Eastern 
Asia; e.g., China, Japan).

#4
Attitudes toward 

Chinese immigration

An Argument in opposition to “Oriental” Enfranchisement
by the Native Sons of British Columbia

Yet, today, we have some of our own people [white Canadians], advo-
cating [arguing for] what must be considered only as a most danger-
ous expedient [way to achieve something]—the enfranchisement [right 
to vote] of Orientals: urging, counselling and assisting the endeav-
ours [hopes and desires] of peoples whose fundamental ideals, whose 
outlook on life, whose traditions and whose economic concepts are 
antagonistic [strongly opposed] to our own appreciation of a demo-
cratic state …. Many of us can well remember the days when the 
Orientals—then comparatively few in number—were our servants we 
saw them leave those humble domestic and manual pursuits in which 
they were engaged and become the competitors of our farmers; then 
gradually they entered into trade and business occupations of our 
urban life, and invaded the professions. Once our servants, now our 
competitors in industrial occupations and commercial and economic 
spheres ….

Asiatic peoples have many admirable qualities. We admire them for 
those qualities. We give and are willing to give to them the full 
measure of the protection of our laws—but we do most strenuously 
[strongly] oppose giving them the right to participate in the mak-
ing of those laws …. Chinese who have spent forty years within our 
borders, are today just as Chinese as when they came from their own 
land. Their traditions, their mental reactions, their habits and 
their secret contempt [dislike] for ways that are not their own def-
initely mark them as unfitted [unable] to adopt the responsibilities 
of a democracy such as Canadians cherish.

Native Sons of British Columbia, “Argument advanced by Native Sons of British Columbia in opposition to granting of Oriental franchise,” The 
University of British Columbia: The Wallace B. Chung and Madeline H. Chung collection, 100-1-1, 193-, http://angel.library.ubc.ca/u?/coll0803-
7,2512 (Accessed November 1, 2010).

Comments in brackets are not part of the original document. They have been added to assist the reader with difficult words.
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Comments in brackets are not part of the original document. They have been added to assist the reader with difficult words.

The Canadian Multiculturalism 
Act 1988
Excerpt from the Canadian Multiculturalism Act, passed by the 
Canadian House of Commons on July 12, 1988, with no dissenting 
votes, and approved by the Senate on July 21, 1988.
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An Act for the preservation and enhancement of multiculturalism in 
Canada
[1988, c. 31, assented to 21st July, 1988]
[…]

3 (1) (e) Underlines the commitment made in other sections of the Ca-
nadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms (sections 15 and 27) to pro-
mote equality for all and to create the social conditions that would 
further the goal of equality.

3 (1) (g) Recognizes that the social, economic and cultural life of the 
country is strengthened by bringing together Canadians of differ-
ent backgrounds.

3 (1) (g) Recognizes that the expression of Canada’s multicultural 
heritage contributes to the richness of our cultural experience. 
Canadian cultural expression evolves from the experiences of in-
dividual Canadians and their communities. In applying the policy, 
the government assists Canadians to understand and share the many 
cultural influences across Canada, and encourages Canadians to par-
ticipate in a variety of cultural activities.

Public Works and Government Services Canada “The Canadian Multiculturalism Act” (1988), as quoted Paul Yee, Struggle and hope: The story of 
Chinese Canadians (Toronto, ON: Umbrella Press, 1996), p. 53 © Public Domain

Comments in brackets are not part of the original document. They have been added to assist the reader with difficult words.
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Chinese moving to suburban 
“Asiancourt”
Excerpt from an article published in the Toronto Star on May 14, 1984. 
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May 14, 1984

In the past few years, the Chinese population 
has expanded rapidly with a new wave of im-
migrants from Hong Kong …. Away from the 
overcrowded conditions of Asian countries—
especially Hong Kong—and able to afford new 
homes, the Chinese have a natural attraction to 
Agincourt [a Toronto suburb] …. “They see the 
large number of Chinese here,” Ho says. “They 
like to live next to their friends and relatives 
….” The area has become the core of Chinatown 
II. Unlike its downtown namesake, there are no 
cramped quarters and expensive pay-to-park 
lots. This Chinatown, in a typically suburban 
manner, is growing by strip plaza. Three of the 
malls at Glen Watford Drive are almost wholly 
Chinese-owned and devoted to the needs of the 
Chinese community. The nearby Dragon Centre 
… should be filled with Chinese stores by the 
end of summer …. Farther east along Sheppard 
Ave. a new Chinese mall larger than all exist-
ing plazas combined is under construction.

The Chinese influence is being felt within the 
business community beyond the garish red 
and yellow neon signs. Ho estimates half of 
the real estate in Agincourt—both residential 
and commercial—is now controlled by Chinese 
investors, some of them still living in Hong 
Kong.

The influx of Chinese has left an uneasy feel-
ing among Agincourt’s long-time residents. 
Only 250 people had encroached on the Agin-
court cornfields when Mildred Jackson moved 
to her Rural Ave. home 30 years ago. A com-
munity centre, ball park, arena, and lawn bowl-
ing club followed. “It was a nice, quiet residen-
tial community,” Jackson recalls. “I don’t want 
to be biased or prejudiced but I don’t think they 
should be allowed to come into a neighbour-
hood and take over with such force. I’ve got 
nothing against the Chinese as people but it’s 
the masses.”

Comments in brackets are not part of the original document. 

They have been added to assist the reader with difficult words.
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Nancy Kelusky has only lived in the neigh-
bourhood for five years but also feels the 
upheaval. “It’s the bustle. It’s the activity,” 
she says. “Now it’s unmanageable.”

“Things are always changing in Toronto,” one 
restaurant owner shrugs. “I don’t want to 
get involved. I just mind my own business. I 
don’t want to talk about it.”

That isolation has brought conflict within 
the Chinese community. Great pressures are 
placed on the children to excel. The elderly, 
many unable to speak English and unable to 
drive, place themselves in self-imposed exile 
with their homes.

But the Chinese are rapidly building their 
own community. Soon, according to Ho, 
there will be decorative Oriental gates on 
Sheppard Ave. designating the new China-
town and Chinese lettering on street signs.

Brian McAndrew, “Chinese are moving to suburban ‘Asiancourt,’” 
Toronto Star (May 14, 1984). Reprinted with the permission of 
Torstar Syndication Services.
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Clyne wants to see Canada 
remain white
Excerpt from an article published in the Vancouver Sun on 
September 19, 1987.
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September 19, 1987

Former B.C. Supreme Court judge J. V. Clyne 
says he’d like to see Canada remain white to 
safeguard the country’s heritage …. [He] said 
clumsy and ill-defined federal immigration 
policies could create a Canada where the Eng-
lish and French are minorities. 

“I don’t think that should happen, quite frank-
ly,” he said Friday. “I’d not want to see us cease 
to be a white country … [w]e certainly should 
put a stop to illegal immigrants and also, im-
migrants should be quantified,” Clyne contin-
ued. “I’m not opposed to people coming from 
Third World countries but we should not have 
too much of an influx from other parts of the 
world. It’s not balanced. We should maintain 
our generations, our heritage.”

Aziz Khaki, president of the Committee of Ra-
cial Justice, said: “It’s not a question of imbal-
ance—it’s a question of reality. The nature of 
Canadian society is changing; we’re becoming a 
global village and we can no longer say this or 
that country is purely white …. And it’s not a 
question of majority or minority—we’re trying 
to build a uniquely Canadian cultural mosaic.”

Clyne was a Supreme Court judge from 1950 to 
1957. He was also chairman and chief executive 
officer of MacMillan Bloedel Ltd. from 1957 to 
1973, as well as chancellor of the University of 
B.C.

Asked if his remarks would be construed as 
racist, he said: “You’re bound to be accused of 
being racist in trying to maintain a balance for 
our own country.”

Clyne is a member of the six-month-old Immi-
gration Association of Canada, which recently 
published ads in several papers across Canada 

Comments in brackets are not part of the original document.  They have been added to assist the reader with difficult words.
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that were quickly lambasted [criticized] as 
racist, xenophobic [fear of foreigners] and 
anti-immigration by several groups.

A paragraph in the ad said: “History teaches 
the importance of constant vigilance if a 
nation is to protect itself in this ever-chang-
ing world. The story of mankind is filled 
with the scattered remnants of once great 
powers that forgot to stand on guard.”

The ads were meant to trigger public debate 
because Canada has no real immigration 
policy, Clyne said.

One of the chief organizers of IAS is Kim 
Abbott, a former director of the Canadian 
Immigration Service, predecessor [precur-
sor/forerunner] to the Immigration depart-
ment. The IAC has about 50 carefully 
selected core supporters—moderates and 
fairly substantial people, Abbott said.

Mia Stainsby, “Clyne Wants to see Canada Remain White,” Van-
couver Sun (September 19, 1987), pp. A1–A2.
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Business leaders welcome 
cash influx
Excerpt from a newspaper article published in the Vancouver Sun 
on February 18, 1989. 
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February 18, 1989

British Columbia business leaders say the color 
of money is irrelevant—whether it comes from 
Asia, Great Britain, the U.S. or anywhere else 
…. It’s all great for the economy, they say, so if 
Asian investment, in Vancouver is increasing, 
then let it soar.

They acknowledge there’s a significant public 
backlash now against foreign investment that’s 
viewed as being uncontrolled, but they’re con-
vinced the backlash is overblown and will be 
short-lived. 

B.C. finance minister statistics show that 
Asians accounted for two-thirds of the 17,000 
people who immigrated to B.C. during the first 
three quarters of 1988. One-third of those 
Asian immigrants came from Hong Kong.

The figures also show that Hong Kong inves-
tors represented a clear majority of “entrepre-
neurial immigrants” allowed into B.C. during 
the same period, as 346 of 607 such immi-
grants came from [Hong Kong]. The Hong Kong 
immigrants had a collective net worth of $366 
million.

Entrepreneurial immigrants must establish or 
buy business in Canada that will create jobs 
for at least two Canadian citizens …. A federal 
“investor immigrant” program grants visas 
to foreigners with a net worth of $500,000, a 
proven business background and $250,000 to 
invest in Canada for at least three years. Hong 
Kong residents accounted for 88 of 107 inves-
tor immigrants approved for B.C. during the 
first three quarters of 1988.
[…]

“(The Asians) are coming from cultures that 
are a little more demanding than ours,” he 
said. “The Canadian work ethic has been 
changing and we realize we have to work 
harder to compete, but (the Asian influence) 
will reinforce that even more.”

Odlum Brown Ltd. president Tony Hep-
burn said Asian investment in Vancouver 
has caught many members of the public 
off guard. He said they’re surprised at the 
magnitude of the investment already and 
worried about the future because they hear 
this is only the beginning.

Bruce Constantineau, “Business Leaders Welcome Cash Influx,” 
Vancouver Sun (February 18, 1989).
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Canada planning human 
smuggling crackdown
Excerpt from a newspaper article published in the Toronto Star on July 
22, 1999 that discusses the arrival of the first of four boats carrying 123 
migrants from the Fujian province in China that arrived on the shores of 
British Columbia during the summer of 1999.
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July 22, 1999

Immigration Minister Lucienne Robillard plans 
to introduce legislation this fall or in early 2000 
to try to stop scenes like the one Tuesday off 
Vancouver Island, where a no-name ship was 
captured coming to shore with 122 would-be 
immigrants from China on board.

Only a small fraction of those who arrived 
Tuesday are likely to be allowed to remain in 
Canada, but under the new legislation virtu-
ally all of them would be rapidly deported. All 
the Chinese aboard the vessel are now under 
arrest. Unless they can produce documentation 
or prove a refugee claim, they will be deported 
following what’s expected to be a long immi-
gration hearing process.

Ironically, the boat arrived here at the worst 
possible time, when the Canadian government 
is more determined than ever to try to stamp 
out [stop] human smuggling rings.

[…]

But now Robillard is determined to move on a 
number of fronts, including increasing from the 
current 27 the number of Canadian immigra-
tion control officers posted abroad [outside of 
Canada] to try to stop people from getting on 
such ships [such as the four boats the Chinese 
migrants arrived on] and planes in the first 
place.
Ottawa has been building a database on illegal 

smuggling of persons through its control 
officers, and now wants to share and build 
that database with other countries, said Im-
migration Canada official Huguette Shoul-
dice.

The proposed legislation would also create a 
new offence under the Immigration Act for 
smuggling persons, punishable by fines, jail 
and seizure of assets of organizers.

Also, to be toughened is the documenta-
tion process. Robillard wants to make visas 
harder to counterfeit, improve document 
scanning and identification of persons com-
ing to Canada, and speed up the deportation 
process for those with false documentation.

William Walker, “Canada planning human-smuggling crackdown.” 
Toronto Star (July 22, 1999). Reprinted with the permission of 
Torstar Syndication Services.
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The Chinese integration issue in 
Richmond, British Columbia
Excerpt from letter-to-the-editor published in the Richmond Review 
in the spring of March, 2011. Since the 2000s Richmond, British 
Columbia is home to a large Asian community that has experienced 
public outbursts of racism against people of Chinese descent in the form 
of hate-graffiti.
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“Lessons on integration”—Published: March 04, 2011

… I believe that recently there has been resentment, friction and 
frustration pertaining to [the] Chinese community. They are not to 
blame—media and our local past and present council are.
Before this occurred new immigrants learned English because they 
had to in order be heard and understood. An example is the large 
Punjabi speaking group that arrived prior to those from Hong Kong—
this group has done well in mastering English.
For some reason, when the large influx of Chinese came to the city, 
somehow council, in its wisdom, started having announcements, notic-
es etc. in Chinese. This was never done before for other languages.
The Chinese people aren’t at fault. Why should they learn English 
if it’s presented to them in their own language everywhere they 
turn? Because of this situation the Chinese community has taken 
this advantage to the extreme such as: businesses not answering 
their telephones in English; signs so large one can’t find the Eng-
lish; neighbours unable to communicate.
This all leads to friction and frustration …. I challenge and en-
courage the Chinese community to be the ones to take the initiative 
to let city hall know they don’t want all this translation thank 
you, but want to fully be Canadian citizens and integrate.
Multiculturalism, integration and assimilation must go together—
let’s bring Richmond back into Canada.

-D. M. North

D. M. North, “Lessons on integration,” The Richmond Review, March 4, 2011, http://www.richmondreview.com/opinion/letters/117437378.html 
(Accessed November 2, 2011).

Comments in brackets are not part of the original document. They have been added to assist the reader with difficult words.
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The Chinese integration issue in 
Richmond, British Columbia
Excerpt from letter-to-the-editor published in the Richmond Review 
in the spring of March, 2011. Since the 2000s Richmond, British 
Columbia is home to a large Asian community that has experienced 
public outbursts of racism against people of Chinese descent in the form 
of hate-graffiti.
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“Assimilation was never intended”—Published: March 26, 2011

In D. M. North’s March 4 letter (“Lessons on integration”), the letter-writ-
er once again brought up the assimilation topic. While the letter-writer 
did present some valid reasons of why the Chinese in Richmond would not 
practice English, unfortunately the biggest reason was left out in his 
article …. The truth may be shocking for some, but I feel a frank but 
honest discussion is more healthy than being polite but hypocritical: For 
many of the Chinese in Vancouver, becoming Canadian was never a reason 
why we moved here, nor do we have the desire to do so. Rather, we see our-
selves as Chinese expatriates [living outside of their native country], 
living in Canada for a short-term purpose, be it providing our kids to an 
easier education environment, setting up a business, or even just taking a 
long vacation.
Much like many Canadians who spend some years living overseas and even-
tually return to their homeland, a lot of us would just spend several 
years in Canada and eventually return to Asia. With that mindset in mind, 
it would be silly to think that many expatriates would actually take the 
effort and learn a foreign language, in this case English …. [M]any Chi-
nese simply see Canada as a vacation home, allowing them to come for a 
couple of months every year and enjoy Canada’s great outdoors after a 
year of hard work in China. Much like many Americans who have a vaca-
tion home in Mexico, would anyone actually expect these Americans to take 
learning Spanish seriously? Rather, the Americans would expect the area 
where his Mexican vacation home is located to be an English friendly en-
vironment ….
I really do hope the Canadians can come to the realization that we are 
here not because we wanted to be Canadian, but simply because we like the 
resource this country provides to us. Much like many of your ancestors 
who came to this land, not because of they wanted to become natives, but 
because they desire the resources and opportunities in this land.

-Ray Lin

Ray Lin, “Assimilation was never intended,” The Richmond Review, March 26, 2011, http://www.richmondreview.com/opinion/let-
ters/118685289.html (Accessed November 2, 2011).

Comments in brackets are not part of the original document. They have been added to assist the reader with difficult words.
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The Chinese integration issue in 
Richmond, British Columbia
Excerpt from letter-to-the-editor published in the Richmond Review 
in the spring of March, 2011. Since the 2000s Richmond, British 
Columbia is home to a large Asian community that has experienced 
public outbursts of racism against people of Chinese descent in the form 
of hate-graffiti.
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“Time to tighten immigration policy”—Published: April 01, 2011 3:00 PM 

Mr. Lin’s letter is an insult to all Chinese Canadians like myself, 
who immigrated to Canada and are calling Canada home. There are 
many of us who have worked very hard to assimilate into the Cana-
dian society and have no intention to go back to China.
I do not mind if you and your so called Chinese expatriates want 
to treat Canada as a vacation resort provided that you pay your 
health care and your children’s education in full while you are in 
Canada …. We certainly know what you are doing here and we do not 
need you to remind us that you are taking advantage of our systems. 
What you do not understand is that Canada is a very generous, kind 
and forgiving country.
Although knowing full well that many benefit leechers are abus-
ing her kindness and generosity, yet Canada does not want to deny 
genuine people the opportunities to live a better life in Canada. 
This may be a noble Canadian spirit that is too difficult for you to 
understand or appreciate.
That said, I believe it is time for Canada to tighten up her immi-
gration policy. Canada should only accept people who respect Canada 
and genuinely want to become Canadians.
Canada must screen out all system abusers and lechers, especially 
the ones who have the audacity to admit in public.

-G. Lam

G. Lam, “Time to tighten immigration policy,” The Richmond Review, April 1, 2011, http://www.richmondreview.com/opinion/letters/119092104.
html (Accessed November 2, 2011).

Comments in brackets are not part of the original document. They have been added to assist the reader with difficult words.
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A look at chain immigration
Excerpt from a journal article written by anthropologist and 
sociologist W. E. Willmott entitled “The Study of the Chinese in 
British Columbia,” published in BC Studies in 1970. 

#1

The Chinese immigrant left China with the intention of maintaining solid 
contacts, for rather than cutting himself off from his homeland or uproot-
ing his family from its village, he remained a member of an on-going social 
unit—the lineage—whose fortunes he went abroad to enhance …. He left in 
order to remit whatever savings he could afford to aid his family in China 
… he left to (live) elsewhere, with the clear intention of returning home, of 
supporting it in the meantime, and of eventually being buried in his village. 
This is keeping with the traditional Chinese view that land is the only real 
wealth and that commerce is merely a means of wealth. However, when a 
Chinese sets up his own business abroad, this view is modified; he is in a 
new environment with an enterprise he has built himself, and his goals may 
change ….

Francis C. Hardwick, East meets west: A source book for the study of Chinese immigrants and their descendants in 
Canada.(Vancouver, BC: Tantalus Research Ltd., 1975), p. 9.

Comments in brackets are not part of the original document. They have been added to assist the reader with difficult words.
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The issues of race
Excerpt from a book written by historian and children’s author Paul 
Yee entitled Struggle and hope: The story of Chinese Canadians, 
published in 1996.

#2
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In the fall of 1979, CTV’s W5 newsmagazine ran a 
program called “Campus Giveaway,” charging that 
foreigners were squeezing Canadian students out of 
Canadian universities. When the camera scanned 
a pharmacy class, it focused on Chinese faces. In 
fact, all the students shown were Canadian citizens 
…. Clearly, the media affected public attitudes 
towards immigrants and racial minorities. In the 
1980s, many TV and newspaper reports described 
an “Asian invasion,” focusing on the number of 
immigrants coming from Hong Kong and creating 
inaccurate images of Chinese-Canadians. Among 
other things, these reports implied or indeed as-
serted that:

1. all Chinese immigrants were rich
2. the Chinese were “taking over” the downtowns 
of Vancouver and Toronto by buying up office tow-
ers and hotels
3. Chinese money was driving up house prices, 
especially in British Columbia
4. immigrants were a drain on the economy.

However, these allegations were not true. In reality,

1. Although middle-class professionals were arriv-
ing in Canada, even more new immigrants were 
working in the service industries and the garment 
trade because they did not speak an official lan-
guage ….
2. While capital from Hong Kong and Taiwan was 
indeed flowing into Canada, the actual number 
of buildings purchased by Asians was not high. 
Capital from Europe and the United State contin-
ued to dominate foreign investment in this country. 
As well, Canada welcomed foreign investment 
because it created jobs.

3. In British Columbia, house prices did go up 
partly because of a housing shortage. However, 
the shortage was caused by the large Canadian 
baby-boomer generation suddenly reaching 
house-buying age. Furthermore, migration into 
British Columbia by Canadians from other prov-
inces was six times higher than migration from 
Hong Kong.
4. Statistics show that in 1990, immigrants to 
Canada since 1945, on average, paid more taxes 
than they received public services. Immigrants 
who entered after 1981 contributed a net of $10, 
000 to Canada, while those who entered between 
1966 and 1970 contributed almost $20,000 more 
in taxes than they used in public services ….

The negative reaction to Chinese immigration 
can be explained, in part, by past experience. 
Previously, immigrants usually entered Canada 
at the bottom of society. That is, most of them 
came in as poor and uneducated labourers who 
had little choice but to work at low-paying jobs 
…. The Chinese from Hong Kong and Taiwan 
did not quite fit that pattern. While many were 
working-class, others were able to move imme-
diately into professional jobs and middle-class 
suburbs. Also, because Chinese in general place 
high value on education and were motivated to 
perform well, they provided a new source of 
competition that provoked envy and fear.

Paul Yee, Struggle and hope: The story of Chinese Canadi-
ans (Toronto, ON: Umbrella Press, 1996), p. 69. 
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From China to Canada
Excerpt from an article written by Edgar Wickberg, published 
in 1982 in From China to Canada: A history of the Chinese 
communities in Canada, an anthology of writings related to the 
history of the Chinese in Canada. 
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Attitudes toward 
Chinese immigration

[A] major force in shaping Chinese life in Canada was the reaction of white Canadians to 
the Chinese presence—which, of course, was closely related to immigration policy, since 
immigration policy normally responded to what were believed to be public sentiments.
[…]

Two contrasting reasons have been given for white attitudes. One view stresses economic 
forces; large businesses in Canada often found Chinese labour useful, at least up to 1923, 
while the low wages accepted by the Chinese stimulated opposition to them by white 
workers. Anti-Chinese sentiment, in this formulation [argument], is the result of economic 
competition. The other argument cites white stereotypic expressions about the Chinese 
[such as the Chinese being unassimilable, and a moral and physical threat; and not con-
tributing to Canadian society or understanding democracy] in order to demonstrate that 
a broad system of whites—not just those whose jobs were at stake [risk]—had negative 
physical and cultural images of the Chinese.

There is abundant [lots/enough] evidence for either interpretation ….

Harry Con et al., From China to Canada: A history of the Chinese communities in Canada  (Toronto, ON: McClelland and 
Stewart, 1982), p. 269.
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The Chinese in Canada
Excerpt from a book written by historian Peter Li entitled The 
Chinese in Canada that was published in 1998. 
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Attitudes toward 
Chinese immigration

[T]he removal of legal barriers and the improvement of social status for Chinese-Canadi-
ans [after World War II] do not mean that racism directed against them has disappeared. 
The success of Chinese-Canadians in the decades after the Second World War has been 
marred [impaired] by periodic incidents that reflect, at the very least, a reluctance [unwill-
ingness] on the part of some segments of the Canadian public to see them as full-fledged 
Canadians. In fact, as the economic and social status of Chinese-Canadians has risen with 
the arrival of new immigrants with human and investment capital and the growth of the 
Chinese middle class, old stereotypes about the Chinese have sometimes been revived to 
depict [portray] them as undesirable foreigners undermining [weakening] the culture and 
economic security of traditional Canada.

The historical image of the Chinese as culturally distinct and racially foreign has become 
a deep-seated cultural stereotype in Canada …. The rapid growth of the Chinese-Canadian 
community in the 1980s, mainly because of immigration, and the affluence [wealth] and 
economic achievement of recent Chinese immigrants, have created the impression among 
some Canadians that a ‘foreign-looking’ race traditionally confined [limited] to the tourist 
area of Chinatown is now taking over the school, the neighbourhood, the economy, and 
other institutions …. Ironically, the much-celebrated multiculturalism policy of Canada 
that came into effect in 1971 has promoted only a superficial [surface/shallow] apprecia-
tion of minority cultures... The result is that minority culture and arts tend to be appre-
ciated in Canadian society less for their artistic merits than for the exotic contrast they 
represent to Western aesthetic traditions.

Peter Li, The Chinese in Canada, Second Edition (Don Mills, ON: Oxford University Press Canada, 1998), pp. 155–158. 
Reprinted by permission of the publisher.


